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Bradford resident Ross Neidich, shown here with his grandson, Julian, was just 

informed he will receive a kidney next week from a living donor.
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PHOTO CONTEST 
WINNER: We recent-
ly mentioned enjoying 
Pennsylvania Magazine. 
Today, we would like to 
mention an important 
photo printed recent-
ly. Darwin Martin of 
Bradford reached out to 
let us know he won sec-
ond place in Pennsylvania 
Magazine’s 2020 Photo 
contest.

His entry, a photo of 
Kinzua Bridge, can be 
seen in the September/
October edition of the 
magazine.

———
HOLIDAY MAILING: 

The Postal Service plans 
for peak season all year. 
And while customers may 
not think about the hol-
idays until the season is 
upon them, it’s important 
to know how to properly 
ship all the gifts on your 
list.

There are guidelines to 
keep certain hazardous, 
restricted and perishable 
items out of the mail — 
both domestically and 
internationally.

At the most basic level, 
there are items you can’t 
send through the mail. 
Prohibited items include, 
but are not limited to: 
liquor; ammunition; 
explosives; Mercury 
(including items which 
contain mercury such as 
thermometers) and gas-
oline.

It’s suggested to never 
reuse boxes as they can 
weaken in the shipping 
process. But if you decide 
to reuse, make sure any 
labels or markings are 
removed or completely 
covered over, especially 
if the box you choose 
to reuse has labels or 
markings associated with 
hazardous, prohibited or 
restricted materials.

In some cases, oddly 
shaped packages, such 
as tubes, are charged a 
higher price because those 
pieces must be processed 
manually.

Packages sent with-
in the United States 
can’t weigh more than 
70 pounds and can’t 
measure more than 108 
inches total in length 
and around the widest 
part of the package. 
All packages must be 
large enough to hold the 
required delivery and 
return addresses, mailing 
labels and postage on the 
outside of the package.

NEVER over pack a 
box, which can cause 
the sides or the seams to 
bulge or break, as well 
as cause injury to postal 
employees.
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By KATE DAY SAGER
kates_th@yahoo.com

When Ross Neidich 
answered the phone last 
week, a voice at the other 
end of the line said the 
words he’d been waiting 
to hear for months, “We 
have a kidney for you.”

Neidich, a well-known 
retired educator and 
community leader from 
Bradford, had been placed 
on a living transplant list 
in January when doc-
tors determined he had 
kidney failure. After he 
was placed on the UPMC 
Hamot list, Neidich pub-
licized his story in the 
Bradford Era in August 
and advertised his need 
for a kidney, along with a 
picture of himself and his 
grandson, on billboards in 

Bradford and Erie.
“You can’t imagine 

how I felt last Friday 
afternoon when I got the 
call from the transplant 
office in Erie,” Neidich 
said of UPMC Hamot in 
Erie. “Then they asked 
me if Dec. 3 would work 
for me, as far as a date.” 
The transplant date has 
since been moved up to 
Nov. 18.

Neidich said when he 
told his wife, Patti, she 
was shocked, too, that a 
living donor had offered 
to help. The donor, 
John Fedak of Bradford, 
stepped forward and 
identified himself to the 
Neidich family this week 
as he hopes it will inspire 

Neidich to receive the gift of life from kidney donor

By CHRISTINE HOLTZ
erachristineh@gmail.com

Dan Taylor, Bradford 
native and owner of 
Dan and Bryan Trees in 
Shepherdstown, W.Va., 
has done something in his 
life that few others can 
say they’ve accomplished. 
For the past 12 years, he’s 
been providing Christmas 
trees to the White House.

Most recently, he won 
an award for an 18-foot 
Douglas Fir tree he grew, 
which will be featured 
in the Blue Room at the 
White House this year. 
Not only that, he’s going 
to get the chance to 
have tea with First Lady 
Melania Trump.

Born in Bradford, 
Taylor grew up in Betula 
and went to Smethport 
High School. After grad-
uating and relocating to 
West Virginia, he began to 
work for Eric Sundback 
on his tree farm in 1985, 
where Sunback took him 
under his wing, teaching 
him everything from how 
to hand pick the seed 
source, hand pruning and 
how to space branches for 
perfect ornament hanging.

“I was working for Mr. 
Sunback full-time and 
weekends we would work 
on our trees,” said Taylor.

By 1997, Taylor started 
his own tree farm utiliz-
ing all he learned from 
Sundback.

Today, he oversees 
80 acres of land in 
Shepherdstown, W.Va., at 
Dan and Bryan Trees, for-
merly known as Sundback 
Trees. He said it takes a 
lot of mowing, fertilizing 
and shearing by hand to 
grow a healthy tree. Not 
only that, it takes an eight 
foot tree roughly 10 years 
to grow from a seed, so 
they are regularly plant-
ing new ones.

Things don’t always go 
as planned either.

“With Frasier Fir, you 
never know,” Taylor 
explained. “They can be 
eight to 10 feet tall and 
one day it’s dead.”

Deer are often the cul-
prits, especially with the 
Frasier Fir.

“We have a 30 acre 
field that’s fenced in 
only because of deer,” he 
added.

To get the 5,000 to 
7,000 trees they sell each 
year, they have to plant 
around 10,000. With 
Frasier Fir comprising 
roughly 80% of all tree 
sales, the farm also grows 

Bradford native provides 
Christmas trees for the White House
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Bradford native Dan Taylor, Anne Taylor, Eric Sundback and White House 
Representative Dale Haney pictured with an 18-foot award winning Frasier Fir 
tree that will be featured in the Blue Room of the White House this year.

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

The Era’s Less 
Fortunate (ELF) Fund’s 
Festival of Trees 
Committee had to find 
creative ways to hold the 
event safely this year.

Plans have come 
together for the Festival 
of Trees, an auction fund-
raiser that gives locals a 
chance to bid on a variety 
of unique and handcraft-
ed items donated by local 
artisans and businesses 
in the community. This 
year’s theme is “What 
Matters Most.”

This year’s event will 
have three auctions: a bas-
ket raffle, a silent auction 
and a live auction. People 
do not need to RSVP to 
bid. The basket raffle is 
going on now, the silent 
auction begins Tuesday 
and the live auction will 

Here’s how to 
participate in ELF Fund’s Festival of Trees

Era photo by Ruth Bogdan

Four trees in the Main Street Mercantile’s left front window are the entrants in The ELF Fund’s Tree 
Challenge. They will be auctioned off at the organization’s auction fundraiser on Thursday. In fact, all the 
items in the window will be part of either the silent or live auction. Residents are invited to stop by to take a 
look.
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