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INTERNATIONAL 
SPACE STATION 
ANNIVERSARY: Today 
marks 20 years that 
humans have lived and 
worked continuously on 
the space station to test 
technologies, conduct 
scientific research, and 
develop skills needed 
to explore farther from 
Earth.

Through this global 
endeavor, 241 people 
from 19 countries have 
visited the unique micro-
gravity laboratory that 
has hosted more than 
3,000 research and edu-
cational investigations 
from people in 108 coun-
tries and areas.

Permanent human 
occupancy of the station 
began Nov. 2, 2000, when 
Expedition 1command-
er William Shepherd of 
NASA and Russian cos-
monauts Yuri Gidzenko 
and Sergei Krikalev 
entered the orbiting 
laboratory after dock-
ing their Soyuz TM-31 
spacecraft to the com-
plex. The trio launched 
Oct. 31, 2000, from the 
Baikonur Cosmodrome in 
Kazakhstan.

A new episode of EZ 
Science also will dis-
cuss how the station has 
contributed to scientific 
advancements. A new 
episode of Houston, We 
Have a Podcast slated for 
release on Monday, Nov. 
2, will feature Shepherd 
and International Space 
Station Program Manager 
Joel Montalbano, respec-
tively.

This year, the launch 
anniversary also coincides 
with a rare blue Moon. 
Visible to the naked eye, 
the space station is the 
third brightest object in 
the night sky and is easy 
to spot. NASA provides 
sighting opportunities, 
including notifications via 
email and text message, 
at:

http://spotthestation.
nasa.gov.

———
BORROWING 

FROM FRIENDS: 1 in 5 
Pennsylvanians admit to 
having used borrowed 
money to buy alcohol, 
according to a recent sur-
vey.

National Alcohol Debt: 
AlcoholRehab.com, a 
leading provider of alco-
hol and drug addiction 
treatment resources, con-
ducted a survey of 3,050 
adults (aged 21+) to see 
how many purchased 
alcohol with borrowed 
money.

It was discovered 
that nearly 1 in 5 (18%) 
Pennsylvanians admit to 
having borrowed money 
to buy alcohol (compared 
to a national average of 
19%).

Over 1 in 4 people 
admit to dipping into 
their savings to buy 
alcohol, 18% say they 
purchase alcohol on store 
credit and more than 1 
in 10 admit they would 
leave off items from their 
grocery list to buy alcohol 
instead.

Today’s Weather

Mixed Showers /A-10
Contact The Era at:

Business 
office/814-368-3173

Newsroom/814-362-6531
news@bradfordera.com

Follow us on:

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

On Halloween, carica-
ture artist and pumpkin 
carver Eric Jones had a 
mission: digging into the 
giant pumpkin donated to 
the Ecumenical Home and 
infusing life into a blank 
canvas.

Jones, who lives in 
West Clarksville, N.Y., 
regularly visits The 
Ecumenical Home for 
holiday events, capturing 
residents’ images in cari-
cature. Due to his recent 
experience as part of the 
Crave Diggers team on 
Season 10 of the Food 
Network’s Halloween 
Wars, Jones found himself 
a seasonal celebrity this 
year, carving 100 pump-
kins in October alone and 
40 the final week of the 
month. Jones seemed like 
the best contact when the 
Ecumenical Home staff 
began considering how 
to carve the 300-pound 
pumpkin donated by 
Kerry Roslinski and his 
family.

Jones agreed to the 
project and arrived to 
see the Atlantic Giant for 
the first time Saturday, 
reacting with joy and 
excitement as he beheld 
the largest pumpkin he’d 
ever set out to carve — 
bigger even than the larg-
est pumpkin he chose on 
Halloween Wars.

During the carving, he 
shared he was “thrilled to 
do it.”

Saturday’s carving 
took around two and a 
half hours and involved 

a bit of air brushing and 
hand painting once the 
carving process was 
complete, allowing the 
features to be experienced 
fully. His talent incorpo-
rated the stem of the giant 
pumpkin as the nose and 
captured a menacing gri-
mace.

Jones explained, “I 
wanted to do something 
like this on Halloween 
Wars, but none of the 
narratives we were given 
really lended itself to it.”

Jones explained he 
does not approach a 
pumpkin carving endeav-
or with a face or image in 
mind. Instead, he carves 
what he sees in the pump-
kin, a talent that correlates 
with his regular work in 
caricature.

“I see what I would 
draw for people even 
when I’m not doing cari-
catures,” Jones noted. “It’s 
a blessing and a curse.”

Jones, who works in 
various mediums that 
expand beyond paper to 
include mud, snow and 
sand, noted pumpkin is 
one of his favorites.

He compared the 
Atlantic Giant to a “hard 
cucumber,” noting it is 
very soft and was fun to 
carve.

While airbrushing, he 
shared that he prefers 
to use the natural colors 
of the pumpkin, which 
brings out the natural fea-
tures by making them a 
little darker.

The carving effort is 

Halloween magic: Jones brings 
Ecumenical Home pumpkin to life

Era photo by Wade Aiken

Eric Jones carves the Atlantic Giant pumpkin, donated to the Ecumenical Home 
this Halloween season.

Era photo by JoEllen Wankel

Kerry Roslinski, left, and artist Eric Jones pose with the finished pumpkin carv-
ing Saturday before it was wheeled into the Ecumenical Home to be viewed by 
the residents.
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This trunk-or-treat event Saturday on Chambers Street was host-
ed by groups including Open Arms Church, the Bradford Alliance 
Church and the Downtown Bradford Business District Authority.

Era photo by Wade Aiken

This person on Pleasant Street uses a grabber stick as a way of 
maintaining social distancing while giving out candy to children.

Social distancing on Halloween

To see more photos of                                 
all the Halloween fun see pages A2 and A4

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

When Jim DeCasper 
retired from the Bradford 
City Water Authority, he 
left his coworkers with an 
idea that not only helps 
keep them safe, but will 
also help their fellow 
water industry workers 
across the country.

DeCasper came up 
with a simple safety 
device — made from 
parts costing less than 
$100 — that earned him 
first prize in a water 
industry contest.

He tied for first place 
in the “Gimmicks & 
Gadgets” contest for 
Opflow, a national water 
industry trade maga-
zine. He was featured in 
Opflow’s October 2020 
issue.

The article about 
DeCasper’s winning 

“gadget” — called the 
“crack pipe” — was 
bylined by the Bradford 
City Water Authority’s 
own executive director, 
Stephen L. Disney.

Disney explained that 
the authority submitted 
DeCasper’s idea to the 
contest on his behalf. 
They surprised DeCasper 
with the news that he 
won first place at his 
recent retirement party.

DeCasper retired as 
distribution foreman after 
14 years of service with 
the water authority.

Disney shared a 
description of DeCasper’s 
“crack pipe,” which was 
so named because the 
device helps workers deal 
with pipes that had devel-
oped cracks.

“Made in the USA 
and hand-crafted locally 

Water authority foreman takes first prize in contest

Photo submitted

Jim DeCasper stands 
with his grandson, Nick, 
at a recent party to cele-
brate his retirement after 
14 years of service at 
the Bradford City Water 
Authority. At the party, 
the water authority distri-
bution foreman learned 
that he tied for first prize 
in Opflow magazine’s 
“Gimmicks & Gadgets” 
contest.

Prize ...  page A-10

http://bradfordera.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=9476aa0a-dee8-59e6-83f1-6451f1dec80d
http://bradfordera.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A4&uuid=9476aa0a-dee8-59e6-83f1-6451f1dec80d

