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SHEET PAN 

COOKING: An idea for 
getting dinner done fast 
is to make grilled cheese 
sandwiches in the oven. 
For each sandwich, sim-
ply spread the outsides 
of two pieces of bread 
with oil or softened but-
ter. Then, place half the 
slices on the baking sheet, 
butter-side down. Layer 
desired number of cheese 
slices onto the non-but-
tered side. Top with the 
remaining bread slices, 
buttered-side up.

Bake at 450 F for about 

10 minutes, flipping the 
sandwiches halfway 
through cooking.

Be sure to use some of 
the time you save to enjoy 
the company of those at 
your table.

———
NEGATIVE 

REVIEWS: 
Pennsylvanians are 
among the most like-
ly to leave negative 
reviews, according to 
a survey conducted by 
RealBusinessSavings.com.

The survey of 5,500 
people, intended to find 
out where in America the 
biggest negative review-

ers are, found that 34% 
of Pennsylvanians are 
likely to publish a nega-

tive online review if they 
receive a poor product or 
service (above the nation-

al average of 31%).
Floridians, however, 

emerged as the people 
business owners are 
most likely to fear, as 
42% of respondents in 
the Sunshine State say 
they are regular negative 
reviewers.

Just over half of 
Pennsylvania business 
owners would be willing 
to fight to defend their 
product or service: 22% 
would be prepared to sue 
for defamation if they 
were on the receiving end 
of an inaccurate review 
that damaged their busi-
ness. But the vast majority 
are very wary of engaging 
with their enemy: 93% 
say, sensibly, that they 
would not be drawn into 
an online battle following 
a negative review.

Nearly a quarter of 
business owners, however 
(23%) do live in fear of a 
negative review; perhaps 
they think people who 
read it will think, well, 
there’s no smoke without 
fire....But only a third 
of them (36.6%) would 
ignore a negative review; 
the majority know it 
makes sense to investigate 
the circumstances to make 
sure a customer won’t 
complain about this again.
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By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

For the third week 
in a row, each county in 
Pennsylvania is at sub-
stantial risk for communi-
ty spread.

On Monday, Gov. Tom 
Wolf and Secretary of 
Health Dr. Rachel Levine 
released a weekly sta-
tus update detailing the 
state’s mitigation efforts 
based on the COVID-19 
Early Warning Monitoring 
System Dashboard, high-
lighting a seven-day case 
increase of 46,777, a state-
wide percent positivity of 
15.1% and all 67 counties 
with substantial transmis-
sion status.

This week’s update 
compares the period of 
Dec. 18 to 25 to the pre-
vious seven days, Dec. 11 
to 18.

“This is the second 
consecutive week that we 
see a decrease in percent 
positivity, providing us 
with data that our efforts 
to reduce and mitigate 
the spread are working,” 
Wolf said. “Although this 
is encouraging, we need 
to stay the course in our 
fight against COVID-19. 
We need Pennsylvanians 
to continue efforts to stay 
safe, stay home as much 
as possible, wear a mask 
when out of our homes, 
and avoid gatherings with 
those outside our house-
holds.”

The statewide per-
cent-positivity went down 
to 15.1% from 15.82% last 
week. Percent positivity is 
the percentage of all coro-
navirus tests performed 
that have a positive result.

Every county at 
substantial risk 
for COVID-19 

transmission, state 
officials say

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

Wanting to share some 
holiday cheer, the Eagle 
Riders adopted several 
McKean County families 
this Christmas.

“We wanted to do 
something for chil-
dren,” explained Rick 
Grandinetti, Eagle Riders 
president.

The group, which 
is affiliated with the 
Fraternal Order of Eagles 
2432 in Bradford, took 
applications from families 
with a child with a dis-
ability or special needs. 
This was the inaugural 
Holiday Wish program.

Grandinetti said the 
Eagle Riders provided 
wrapped Christmas gifts 
to four families, giving 
gifts of toys or clothes — 
whatever was on their 
list — to each child in the 
family, along with gift 
cards for the parents.

One of the families is 
from Kane, and the rest 
from Bradford. He noted 

that one of the families 
has six children.

While the Holiday 
Wish program may be 
new, the Eagles’ support 
of local children is not.

For years, members 
have offered support to 
the community through 
the Eagles for Autism pro-
gram. Eagle Riders orga-
nize an annual ride as a 
fundraiser. The Christmas 
program was an exten-
sion of Eagles for Autism, 
though the group looked 
at applicants with any 
disability, not just autism.

“I thought it was 
a great cause,” said 
Grandinetti. He was not 
alone in that thought: 
“Everybody was donating 
this year,” he said.

While it was tough 
to hold normal activities 
during the pandemic, 
the Eagle Riders were 
able to do their ride for 
autism in June. With the 
funds raised at the event, 
the group writes a check 

Eagle Riders bring 
Christmas to four families
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Bradford Eagle Riders FOE 2432 helped four McKean County families of children 
who have a disability.

By CHRISTINE HOLTZ
erachristineh@gmail.com

The economic impact 
of the pandemic has 
affected many families, 
urging more and more 
people to seek out help 
with basic needs, such 
as housing, utilities and 
food. Volunteers at the 
Friendship table have 
seen a dramatic increase 
in the number of individ-
uals they serve meals to 
every day and President 
Joel Myers doesn’t expect 
that need to go down any-
time soon. Unfortunately, 
the Friendship Table 
recently had to suspend 
serving meals after sever-
al staff tested positive for 
COVID-19.

Many businesses have 
stepped up to fill in the 
gaps until the facility is 
able to tentatively resume 
providing take-out meals 
on Jan. 4th. Last week, 

businesses including 
Kennedy Street Cafe, 
Beefeaters, CJ Bar-B-Que 
and Catering and Save-
A-Lot stepped up to the 
plate to help keep the 
community fed.

Monday, the Blaisdell 
Foundation and Label 
Pack sponsored meals, 
which were served out 
of Beefeaters. Meals for 
today will be served from 
3 until 5 p.m. at the First 
Presbyterian Church 
Garage at 54 E. Corydon 
St.

Friendship 
Table seeks help 
during temporary 

shut-down
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This house on Amm Street is ready to ring in the new year with all these 
colorful decorations
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In the area of Tuna Crossroads, a bald eagle hunts for food on a cold, win-
try morning.
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