‘Round the

Square
PANDEMIC
PERSPECTIVES: 1 in
10 Pennsylvanians have
a more relaxed view
towards marijuana following lockdowns, according
to a recent survey.
In fact, the majority
now empathize with people who use substances
during the pandemic.
Recovery.org, a provider of addiction recovery
resources and information, conducted a poll of
3,000 respondents and
found that over 1 in 10
(12%) Pennsylvanians say
they now have a more
relaxed view towards recreational marijuana use
after experiencing a year
of lockdowns (compared
to a national average of
20%).
The survey also found
that almost half (49%) of
respondents say that following the stress caused
by the pandemic, they
empathize more with
those who turn to substances, such as cannabis,
for relief.
Due to the months we
have spent indoors, many
of us are able to relate to
new habits brought on
by loneliness or stress.
For some, it has been
eating more or drinking
more alcohol, and others
have begun trying out
substances such as marijuana.
Moreover, the survey found that 38% of
respondents believe more
people will be influenced
to try substances (such
as alcohol or cannabis) if
famous people are open
about their usage on
social media platforms
like Instagram stories and
livestreams.
However, 48% also
believe that celebrities
being open about their
substance use on their
personal social media
accounts is a good way to
educate people about substance awareness.
Social media has
the ability to influence
people on a mass scale,
which is why it is also
crucial to discuss the
dangers of substance use
when it comes to celebrities who have struggled
with addiction.
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More than 600 graduate at in-person
Bonaventure commencement
By Olean Times Herald staff

ST. BONAVENTURE,
NY — There was a
semi-return to normalcy at St. Bonaventure
Saturday as more than 600
students earned degrees
and advanced certificates
in person during the university’s 161st commencement exercises.
Due to ongoing
COVID-19 restrictions,
the university conducted
six smaller ceremonies
throughout the day,
beginning with graduate school students at
9:30 a.m. and concluding
with the School of Health
Professions at 3:45 p.m.
“I cannot express
enough my gratitude to
you and your families
for all you have done
through the pandemic
to persevere and persist
through the greatest challenge to the university in
anyone’s memory,” Dr.
Joseph Zimmer, provost
and acting president, told
the students.
Each student was
allowed two guests, who
escorted their student to
the stage in the Richter
Center to accept their
diploma from Dr. Zimmer.
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Graduates pose for a photo Saturday outside the Richter Center at St. Bonaventure University.

The Reilly Center, where
commencement usually
takes place, is receiving
major infrastructure
upgrades in preparation
for the fall semester.

Alison Garlock of
East Aurora and Puja
Sasankan of Williamsville
were honored as an Ideal
Bonaventure Student for
the Class of 2021.

Two St. Bonaventure
faculty members were
honored with awards of
excellence for the 202021 academic year. Dr.
René Hauser, associate

professor in the School of
Education and director of
its master’s level inclusive special education
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Alleged assault victim dies
By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

A woman who was
being treated for injuries
she suffered in an alleged
assault has died.
Officials have not
released the woman’s
name, but she has been
identified online as
Tammy Kellner. No
cause of death has been
released.
It is unclear what that

means for Anthony J.
Fenton, who was arrested
Monday for allegations
that he assaulted her at
their apartment at 117
Main St., Bradford.
McKean County
District Attorney
Stephanie L. VettenburgShaffer said that law
enforcement officials are
still examining the evidence.
“City of Bradford
Police, Chief Mike Ward

and lead investigator
Patrolman Jason Putt
continue to investigate
the events that caused
a woman to be found
unconscious in a City
apartment last Monday
who has since passed
away,” Shaffer explained.
“Additional charges are
possible as the investigation continues and autopsy report is completed.”
Fenton, 36, was initially charged with

aggravated assault-causes
serious bodily injury with
extreme indifference to
the value of human life, a
first-degree felony; simple
assault and recklessly
endangering another person, second-degree misdemeanors.
At 12:36 p.m. May 10,
Bradford City Police were
dispatched to Fenton’s
upstairs apartment for a
report of possible cardiac
arrest. When Patrolman

Putt arrived, he found
paramedics were already
there trying to revive the
woman, as she had no
pulse or respiration, the
criminal complaint stated.
Paramedics successfully revived her and transported her to Bradford
Regional Medical Center,
and she was later flown
to a regional trauma
center, according to the
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James J. Snyder receives
honorary doctorate at
JCC Commencement
By RICK MILLER
Special to The Era
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OLEAN, NY — James J.
Snyder Sr. was received an
Honorary Doctor of Laws Degree
at the Jamestown Community
College Commencement on the
Cattaraugus County Campus
Saturday.
The presentation to Snyder by
Jamestown Community College
Board of Directors Chairman
Mark Ward was only the third
State University of New York
doctorate issued by Jamestown
Community College. It is the
highest form of recognition
offered by the State University of
New York to persons of exceptional distinction.
The previous honorary doctorates presented by JCC were to
posthumously to the late comedian Lucille Ball, a Jamestown-area
native, and Roger Tory Peterson,
the noted ornithologist.
Jamestown Community
College President Dr. Daniel
DeMarte read a tribute to Snyder
in which he noted the honorary
doctorate was being presented
“on the very campus he worked
so hard to get.”
Snyder was chairman of the
Cattaraugus County Legislature
when the issue of building a new

JCC campus in downtown Olean
came up. It wasted the county
legislature 11-10.
He spent 39 years in public
service from Olean Common
Council and Cattaraugus
County Legislature to president
of the New York Association
of Counties and the National
Association of Counties. Snyder
asle served as a special assistant
to President George H.W. Bush.
The outdoor ceremony with
Snyder came after his grandson, Andrea Certo, received
his Associates Degree from
DeMarte. His granddaughter,
Victoria Certo had just received
her Bachelor’s Degree from St.
Bonaventure University. Their
parents are Hank and Shayne
Certo.
“We are grateful for this
opportunity to commend James
Snyder Sr. for his many roles he
has played in our communities,”
Ward said of Synder, a pioneer
in helping establish the college’s
Cattaraugus County Campus in
1976
“I’m glad to have my family
here for this,” Snyder said afterward as he posed for photos. He
said he was particularly proud
to get his honorary degree right
after grandson Andrea.
Snyder’s wife, Paula Snyder,
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James J. Snyder Sr. (right), of Olean, received an honorary
Doctorate of Laws from the State University of New York at
Jamestown Community College’s Olean Commencement Saturday
from JCC Board of Directors Chairmkan Mark Ward.

is executive director of the
Cattaraugus County JCC
Campus.
Both JCC campuses used a
unique combination of virtual
and in-person celebrations for
commencement this weekend.
College graduates from 2021 and
2021 were honored.
Graduates and their families
lined the college’s two campuses on Saturday and Sunday to
receive their degrees and certificates in-person after an academic
year of mostly hybrid instruction.
Seventy-eight graduates from
the Cattaraugus County Campus
were recognized in Olean on
Saturday, while 232 were recognized on the Jamestown Campus

on Sunday. Degrees were presented by DeMarte, the JCC
president.
The college’s virtual ceremony debuted on Friday evening,
honoring a total of 1,114 students
who completed their degree as
far back as the summer of 2019.
“You will find that your JCC
education has prepared you well
for meeting the challenges of our
community and the ever-changing world in which we live,”
DeMarte said during the virtual
ceremony. “I am confident that
your experience at JCC has provided you a strong foundation
for what comes next.”
Ginna Hensel, ‘21, of Great
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