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REMEMBERING 9/11: 
Rev. Frederic Brussat and 
Rev. Mary Ann Brussat 
were living and working 
in Manhattan on 9/11. 
They were in their home 
in midtown but the maga-
zine they worked for was 
located in the skyscraper 
behind the historic Trinity 
Church at the end of Wall 
Street, just three blocks 
from the Twin Towers. 
They wrote a prayer 
poem called “Rest in 
Peace” about the tragedy. 
We have shared a portion 
of the work.

“I am a World Trade 
Center tower, standing 
tall in the clear blue sky, 
feeling a violent blow in 
my side, and

I am a towering infer-
no of pain and suffering 
imploding upon myself 
and collapsing to the 
ground.

May I rest in peace.
I am a terrified passen-

ger on a hijacked airplane 
not knowing where we 
are going or that I am rid-
ing on fuel tanks that will 
be instruments of death, 
and

I am a worker arriving 
at my office not knowing 
that in just a moment my 
future will be obliterat-
ed.

May I rest in peace.
I am a pigeon in the 

plaza between the two 
towers eating crumbs 
from someone’s break-
fast when fire rains down 
on me from the skies, 
and

I am a bed of flowers 
admired daily by thou-
sands of tourists now 
buried under five stories 
of rubble.

May I rest in peace.
I am a firefighter sent 

into dark corridors of 
smoke and debris on a 
mission of mercy only to 
have it collapse around 
me, and

I am a rescue worker 
risking my life to save 
lives who is very aware 
that I may not make it out 
alive.

May I rest in peace.
...I am a child of God 

who believes that we are 
all children of God and 
we are all part of one 
another.

May we all know 
peace.”
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By SALLY COSTIK, 
Curator of the Bradford Landmark 
Society

Every now and 
then, a woman comes 
along whose life is a 
testament to service 
and outstanding civic 
achievements undertak-
en for the improvement 
of the city. The Bradford 
Branch of American 
Association of University 
Women (AAUW) and 
the Bradford Landmark 
Society are honored to 
present a truly extraor-
dinary woman, Emma 
Bovaird. It was said “she 
arose each morning to a 
new, fresh world, filled 
with a multitude of inter-
esting things…and made 
every day a full one.”

Described as a dynamo 
in social work, Emma 
Bovaird believed in the 
possibility of a better 
Bradford and devoted her 
life to achieving that goal.

She was born in 1871 
in Petroleum Center, Pa., 
came to Bradford with 
her parents Theodore 
and Alveretta Griffith in 

1884 and graduated from 
Bradford High School 
in 1888. She attended 
Cornell University, but 
returned to Bradford after 
a year to attend to her 
sick mother. Alveretta 
died in April 1898 and 
her father died in October 

Emma Bovaird, dynamo in 
social work, an extraordinary woman

EMMA BOVAIRD

HARRISBURG 
— Sen. Cris Dush 
(R-Brookville) is speak-
ing out against the 
universal masking 
mandate, but is asking 
people to cooperate 
with local school boards 
whose hands are tied in 
the matter.

“On Aug. 31, 
the Pennsylvania 
Department of Health 
issued an order mandat-
ing a universal masking 
requirement for all chil-
dren attending schools 
in the Commonwealth,” 
the senator said. 
“Additionally, 
the Pennsylvania 
Department of 
Education has informed 
at least some school 
districts that failure to 
comply with this order 
could result in legal 
liability and financial 
penalties for each 
school board member, 
possibly void a school 

district’s insurance pro-
tection, and would be 
referred to the United 
States Department of 
Education’s Office for 
Civil Rights for civil 
rights violations.”

Dush said that is not 
acceptable.

“I believe these 
actions are nothing 
less than acts of official 
repression and an egre-
gious regulatory over-
reach,” the senator said. 

Dush asks 
people to 

cooperate with 
school boards

SEN. CRIS DUSH
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To honor the 20th anniversary of 9/11 please visit the “Remembering 9/11” insert 
to read about how the events unfolded, impacted the local area and the nation.
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After 27 years at 
Allegheny Store Fixtures, 
founders Steve and Darcy 
DiFazio are retiring and 
transitioning the business 
to new owners, Petra 
Stana and Garrett Raney.

The DiFazios have 
built up ASF as a pillar of 
the Bradford community 
and those relationships, 
friendships, and portfo-
lio of work will be their 
legacy.

The company began 
operations in Bradford’s 
business incubator in 
1994. Throughout its his-
tory, ASF had been recog-
nized both nationally and 
locally as a leader in the 
woodworking and fixture 
industries. The DiFazios 
attribute the company’s 
success to its resilience 
in meeting challenges 
and the dedication of its 
employees. Steve DiFazio 
commented, “It has been 
a privilege to operate in 

the Bradford area and we 
have been lucky to have 
had such a talented, ambi-
tious group of employ-
ees.”

At its height, ASF 
employed 78 workers. 

Quick response, impecca-
ble customer service, and 
second to none fixtures 
were the driving force 
behind its success.

New owners Stana and 
Raney see a company that 

has potential beyond its 
namesake store fixtures 
and aim to offer custom 
commercial millwork to 
a wide variety of clients 
and industries. As newly 
minted entrepreneurs, 

they do not take this 
responsibility lightly and 
were mindful of choosing 
to invest in a communi-
ty that gives back. They 
believe in keeping jobs in 
Bradford, keeping suppli-
ers local, developing peo-
ple through opportunity, 
and crafting a sustainable 
business.

With over 20 years of 
combined experience in 
business management, 
marketing, P&L man-
agement, and business 
development for Fortune 
500 companies, Stana and 
Raney are well equipped 
to lead Allegheny Store 
Fixtures into the future. 
Together with a fantastic 
and loyal team of leaders, 
project managers, and 
highly skilled craftsmen, 
they will energize the 
business and take it to 
new heights.

Allegheny Store Fixtures to change hands

Photo provided

From left, Steve and Darcy DiFazio are transitioning their business Allegheny 
Store Fixtures to Petra Stana and Garrett Raney.
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