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SPACE RACE: Fifty 
years ago, Bradfordians 
joined the world in 
watching the heavens as 
the human race stretched 
its Earth-given limits by 
setting foot on the moon.

In the days leading up 
to the world-changing 
event, it was a favorite 
topic of conversation.

As a ’Round the 
Square column, pub-
lished July 10, 1969, stat-
ed, “The moon, which 
has always had a certain 
fascination for us earth-
lings, is really coming 
into its own these days 
when two astronauts 
look forward actually to 
setting foot on the dis-
tant planet while a third 
hovers above them.

“Just about everybody 
is talking and thinking 
about the moon and its 
visitors these days,” the 
column read.

For The Era’s part, the 
newspaper put together 
a souvenir book titled 
“Footprints on the 
Moon.” The book was 
to be a 224-page, cloth-
bound volume detailing 
how America won the 
race to the moon.

“The book, an Era-
Associated Press project, 
will contain more than 
100 of the most dramatic 
color photos ever taken. 
With these pictures will 
be a 70,000-word text by 
John Barbour, an AP space 
specialist,” The Era stated. 
This was less than two 
weeks before the moon-
walk.

“John Barbour is 
working on a big 224-
page volume, a cloth-
bound report on the 
inside of how America 
won its race to the moon 
— the story of the men 
who died and the other 
men who labored long 
and hard to make man’s 
greatest enterprise suc-
ceed,” The Era reported.

At WESB, John Calure 
had a contest going with 
listeners inviting them to 
submit their opinion of 
what the first words spo-
ken by a man on the sur-
face of the moon would 
be.

On July 16, 1969 — the 
day the three astronauts 
left Earth for their jour-
ney — ’Round the Square 
said this of the event: 
“The eyes and ears of the 
world are turned toward 
the Apollo 11 Flight 
today just as the prayers 
of millions of well wish-
ers ascend in behalf of 
the dauntless trio enroute 
to the Moon.”
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By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

The Apollo 11 launch may have 
been prepped and successfully 
accomplished in sunny Florida in 
1969, but a Smethport father-son duo 
were up close and personal during 
the entire process of preparation for 
the historic occasion that led to the 
first man walking on the moon.

Bill Barton, a Smethport 
native, moved to Florida in 1966 
to become a photographer for 
Technicolor, a Kodak Company, 
that was under contract with the 
National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration.

At the time of his move, his oldest 
son, Bart, was away in the Air Force.

However, when Bart was dis-
charged, his first job straight out 
of the armed services was as an 
employee of ITT Federal Electric, 
a subcontractor hired to work on 
the Apollo 11 launch. Bart Barton’s 
jobs included both maintaining the 
countdown clocks located through-
out the Kennedy Space Center and 
helping prepare the cameras on the 
launch site that are attached to the 
Launch Umbilical Tower (LUT), a 

Smethport father-son duo 
experienced Apollo 11 mission prep

Bart Barton, who worked on the Apollo 11 shuttle launch, shows the areas where he had to 
make sure cameras were attached to the tower that held the shuttle in place for launch. The 
cameras weighed 70 pounds and had to be attached to I-beams roughly 4 feet out from the 
railing, making the job a challenge to say the least.

Photo submitted

This photo of the astronauts walking in front of an audience was part of the press packets released in the days leading to the 
Apollo 11 launch. This copy was a momento saved by Bill Barton, who splits his time between work behind the camera to capture 
the momentous occasion and developing photos for release.
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By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

Fifty years ago, Ron Orris was one of 
millions who sat captivated by the image on 
the television screen — that really was two 
men walking on the moon.

Now, in his office at Marilyn Horne Hall, 
from where he heads the Philo and Sarah 
Blaisdell Foundation, Orris has some pieces 
of Bradford history that commemorate that 
historic occasion.

Several Zippo lighters, a commemorative 
Case knife and a specially created $2 bill 
share a place of honor.

“Anything that has to do with Apollo 11 
I’ve been buying up,” Orris said.

And as a collector of Zippo lighters, of 
course anything made by Zippo and Case is 
first on his wish list.

He has a Zippo lighter than came out in 

Marking a 
milestone

Era photo by Ruth Bogdan

Ron Orris holds Zippo’s collectible of the year for 2019, a 50th anniversary commemorative 
moon landing lighter, in front of his Apollo 11 display at his Bradford office.Orris ...  page A-10

By KATE DAY SAGER
kdsager@bradfordera.com

As Brian Pfister picked up a branch of lush, big 
blueberries, he boasted that his eight major varieties 
of blueberries on Harrisburg Run have been ready to 
pick the past couple of weeks.

Pfister, who opened his blueberry farm six years 

Red, White and 
Blueberries 

patch provides 
easy picking
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Brian Pfister, owner of the Red, White and Blueberries farm on Harrisburg Run 
Road in Foster Township, shows off some of his blueberries that have been 
ready to pick earlier than other blueberry farms in the area.Patch ...  page A-10


