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RING OF FIRE’ 
SOLAR ECLIPSE: The 
new moon will sweep 
in front of the sun to 
create this year’s first 
solar eclipse today. The 
moon in its elliptical orbit 
around Earth will lie too 
far from us to cover over 
the sun completely. So 
a bright annulus — or 
ring — will surround the 
new moon silhouette at 
mid-eclipse. It’s the outer 
rim of the sun, not quite 
hidden from view. People 
have taken to calling these 
“ring of fire” eclipses.

Essentially, they are 
partial eclipses, albeit 
very dramatic ones. As 
with any partial eclipse, 
you need eye protection 
to watch an annular 
eclipse. Watching with 
the unaided eye will 
cause eye damage. From 
much of North America, 
people will see the sun 
in eclipse at sunrise. 
Northerly and easterly 
locations in the U.S. have 
the best view.

———
BEST-EVER DARK 

MATTER MAP: Dark 
matter is a mysterious 
invisible substance that 
makes up most of the 
matter in our universe.

Now, scientists have 
produced the most 
detailed ever dark mat-
ter map, showing the 
distribution of dark mat-
ter as seen from about 
a quarter of the night 
sky visible from Earth’s 
Southern Hemisphere.

The scientists are 
part of the Dark Energy 
Survey, a collaboration of 
more than 400 scientists 
from 25 institutions in 
7 countries. They used 
artificial intelligence, or 
AI, to analyze images of 
226 million galaxies in the 
southern sky.

———
TODAY: Today is 

National Iced Tea Day. 
With the varieties avail-
able, almost anyone can 
find a flavor they enjoy 
(there are always excep-
tions). So grab a glass (or 
bottle) of iced tea and set-
tle down to enjoy it today.
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For the ninth year in a row, 
Bradford Area High School has 
been chosen as one of the U.S. 
News and World Report Best 
High Schools in America, and 
administrators couldn’t be more 
proud.

According to Principal David 
Ray, the Best High Schools 
rankings list identifies the top 
performing high schools in the 
United States.

“Schools on this (ranking) 
list a high rate of students who 
scored above expectations in 
math and reading state assess-
ments, passed an array of 
college-level exams including 
advanced placement exams, and 
graduated in four years,” Ray 
explained. “They use data that 
measures how well your school 
is doing to get students ready for 
life after high school.”

Ray said the report also looks 
at college-readiness among the 
students.

“I think one of the things that 
keeps us in those rankings is that 

over the last several years we’ve 
really expanded our advanced 
placement student enrollment,” 
he added. “A lot more Bradford 
Area High School students are 
taking advanced placement 
courses. At the same time, the 
number of students who pass 
those courses continues to remain 
high.”

In addition to this, the report 
looks at math and reading pro-
ficiency and performance, and 
how the school ranks on the state 
Keystone tests, with Bradford 
remaining above most schools in 
Pennsylvania.

“They look at how well you’re 
serving under-served students 
who are economically disadvan-
taged,” he continued. “We’re 
continuing to work to get better 
at that, and we’re better than we 
were any other time prior to the 
pandemic.”

Also added into the criteria is 
the graduation rate of a school 
district.

“Our graduation rate as of 
last year remained high,” Ray 
remarked. “I’m curious to see 
how the rankings are going to 

be computed this coming year 
because nobody in Pennsylvania 
has Keystone results from last 
year and those measures were 
cancelled” due to the pandemic.

He noted the school district 
did, however, administer AP 
tests and provided Keystone tests 
this spring.

Bradford High ranked as top high school in 
America for ninth year in a row
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Bradford Area High School Principal David Ray stands by the 
entrance to the school.

By KATE DAY SAGER
Era Reporter

When Katie Behan 
had an emergency cesar-
ean section on Easter 
for the delivery of her 
baby, Paisley, the COVID-
stricken mom did so to 
save her infant’s life — 
while taking a chance on 
her own survival.

Behan, 31, of Bradford, 
shared her story of over-
coming the virus with 
just a 30 percent chance of 
survival, and the Easter 
miracle of her baby, who 
at 3 pounds 8 ounces, also 
beat the odds.

Now home with 
Paisley, who has plumped 
up to 7 pounds 10 ounces, 
Behan shared a survival 
story she believes was 
made possible through 
medical expertise and 
prayers from the com-
munity. She also wants to 

share a message with oth-
ers on the continued need 
to guard against the dis-
ease through vaccinations, 
or simply by following 
safety measures.

Behan, who had 
worked at her father 
Monte’s former restau-
rant of the same name, is 
well-known in the com-
munity. After she and her 
boyfriend, Wayne Gage, 
learned she was pregnant, 
she became nervous about 
contracting COVID due 
to a health condition. 
Unfortunately, she was 
unable to get the vaccine 
until late March and five 
days after receiving her 
first dose, she was diag-
nosed with COVID. She 
believes she contracted 
the virus from Gage, who 
works at a pizza shop and 
for a lawn service and 
became ill with COVID.

“I actually tested neg-

ative two times before I 
went back to the hospi-
tal” and tested positive, 
she recalled. “That was 
on a Tuesday and then 
Wednesday I stayed over-
night in Olean General … 
because they were wor-
ried about preeclampsia” 
a pregnancy complica-
tion. After she returned 
home, she became very 
ill Thursday, to the point 
where she could barely 
get off her couch. When 
her doctor’s office heard 
about this, she was told to 
go back to Olean General 
Hospital immediately.

“By the time I got 
there, I could barely 
breathe walking into the 
ER, it took everything in 
me and nobody could go 
in with me” because of 
the pandemic, she remem-
bered. “It was like the 
worst feeling knowing the 
unknown.”

The next thing she 
recalls is being prepped 
to go to Buffalo General 

Hospital as it was 

Katie and Paisley 
beat the odds
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Katie Behan and her daughter, Paisley, shown here, 
are both home and doing well after a harrowing 
experience with COVID. Behan is thankful for prayers 
provided by the community and hopes others will 
continue to use precautions against the virus.

High winds and very heavy 
rainfall followed a thunderstorm 
Wednesday afternoon in Bradford, 
downing trees and causing signifi-
cant damage across the city.

The storm ravaged the area 
in less than a half hour, starting 
around 4 p.m. and ending near 
4:30 p.m.

The Wagner Cemetery on West 
Washington Street in Bradford 
Township, near the St. Bernard 
Cemetery, was heavily damaged, 
with trees smashing some grave 
stones and toppling others. Trees 
were down across several streets, 
including Mechanic and Bushnell, 
and Harding Avenue. Power lines 
were down as well.

Shortly after the storm raged 
through the area, Bradford Mayor 
James McDonald put out a state-
ment on social media: “Bradford 
Police Chief Ward has been in 
touch with me regarding the 
severe storm this afternoon. There 
is major storm damage around the 
city. Several roads are closed and 
there are multiple reports of power 

Storm downs trees, floods 
roads in Bradford area
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Downed trees caused damage at Wagner Cemetery on West Washington Street in Bradford. See 
Page A-4 and A-12 for related photos.


