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FUN: Evenings get lon-
ger and the sun encour-
ages a lot of people to get 
out and do something. If 
you and your significant 
other are looking for an 
inexpensive way to enjoy 
yourselves in the summer 
sun, consider the follow-
ing ideas.

Drive-In Movie: Our 
area boasts two great 
options for Drive-In 
Movies: the Portville 
Drive-In, located at 1060 
Olean-Portville Road 
in Portville, N.Y., or the 
Kane Family Drive-In 
on U.S. Route 6 in Kane. 
Instead of investing time 
and money in a trip to 
the movie theater, drive 
up to the window at 
either location and pay 
for two tickets, then 
kick back in the com-
fort of your vehicle and 
prepare to enjoy some 
cinematic entertainment. 
Remember though, that 
all lights must be turned 
off during the movie.

Sunset picnic: Pack up 
dinner and take it to your 
favorite place, somewhere 
to enjoy the view and 
avoid the heat of sitting 
indoors. Talk about a 
fun plan for the summer 
instead of the stresses of 
the day.

Go out for ice cream: 
We have some great local 
ice cream destinations, so 
pick your favorite — near 
or far — and head out for 
a cold treat on a hot day.

Go berry picking: 
Whether it is strawberries 
or blueberries that are in 
season (or at some loca-
tions, a certain favorite 
vegetable), summer is 
the perfect season to visit 
one of the farms that offer 
pick-your-own fruit. Head 
out together to pick fruit 
that you can later use for 
baking or enjoy in a fruit 
salad at your next get-to-
gether.

Go for a hike: The 
region offers numerous 
trails and scenic vistas to 
enjoy while walking. Put 
on comfortable walking 
shoes and go out and 
enjoy nature. This is a 
great way to disconnect 
from technology, get some 
exercise and come back 
feeling refreshed.

Have a bonfire: 
There’s something about 
sitting around a bonfire 
on a warm summer night. 
Kick back and relax or 
bring the ingredients to 
make yourself a delicious 
dessert: S’mores. Either 
way, the fun of a fire on a 
summer night can not be 
missed. Make it a group 
date by inviting friends 
or co-workers.

Today’s Weather

Rain /A-10
Contact The Era at:

Business 
office/814-368-3173

Newsroom/814-362-6531
news@bradfordera.com

Follow us on:

By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

A spark of interest in Bradford’s his-
tory has flamed into a passion for Ron 
Orris, so much so that he has started up 
a collectors’ club for Zippo lighters.

Orris explained on Tuesday that 
many local enthusiasts for Zippo’s 
instantly recognizable lighters had 
belonged to the Great Lakes Lighter 
Club. “Bill Kolb was our leader,” Orris 
explained. “He recently passed away.”

Kolb was a “one man show,” Orris 
said, and explained the new club was 
formed with many of the members of 
Kolb’s club.

“I went to Zippo to get permission to 
use the name,” he explained, saying the 
new club is called the Bradford Zippo 
Lighter Club, but is not endorsed by or 
affiliated with Zippo or any of its sub-
sidiaries.

The newly formed Bradford Zippo 
Lighter Club will be holding a swap 
meet on July 13 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at the Marilyn Horne Museum Event 

room, Orris said.
This event is replacing the Great 

Lakes Lighter Club Swap Meet that has 
been held in Bradford for the past 15 
years, he explained. The meet will be 
held in Kolb’s honor.

This year’s event is bringing vendors 
from Virginia, Canada, Michigan, Ohio, 
Minnesota, New Jersey, North Carolina, 
Pennsylvania, and several vendors from 
all over New York state. Vendor tables 
have been sold out but a waiting list is 
available, Orris explained.

“We’re hoping we’re going to bring 
in a lot of people,” he said. There are 
Zippo enthusiasts around the world, 
and Orris belongs to a Facebook group 
called Zippo Addicts that is run by Joey 
Johnson in England.

“I don’t think the average person 
in Bradford understands what Zippo 
means” to avid collectors around the 
world. He told a story of one man who 
couldn’t make it for the swap meet 
next month, so he visited Bradford last 

New Bradford Zippo Lighter 
Club to hold swap meet July 13

Photo submitted

A vendor offers his Zippo lighters and Case knives 
for sale during the 2018 Great Lakes Lighter Club 
swap meet event.
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Like all other blue birds, Indigo Buntings lack blue pigment. Their jewel-like 
color comes instead from microscopic structures in the feathers that refract and 
reflect blue light, much like the airborne particles that cause the sky to look blue. 

By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

HARRISBURG — 
Pennsylvania’s House 
of Representatives is 
advancing a just-un-
veiled $34 billion com-
promise budget plan 
after hard criticism by 
rank-and-file Democrats, 
including a floor fight 
over whether Democrats 
could criticize the pack-
age for lacking a mini-
mum wage increase.

The main budget bill 
passed Tuesday, 140-
62, after four hours of 
debate. The spending 
plan is agreed to by lead-
ers of the Republican-
controlled Legislature 
and Democratic Gov. 
Tom Wolf.

Senate approval also 
is required.

State Rep. Martin 
Causer, R-Turtlepoint, 
voted for the bill, and 
said it includes no new 
or increased taxes.

“It’s all about being 
fiscally responsible and 
respectful of the taxpay-
ers who foot the bill for 
the annual state budget,” 
Causer said. “With no 
new taxes and important 
investments in educa-
tion, health care and 
agriculture, I believe this 
budget is good for rural 
Pennsylvania.”

The $33.99 billion 
spending plan, now 
awaiting action in the 
Senate, also devotes 

100% of the General 
Fund  balance at the 
end of the fiscal year — 
anticipated at $250 mil-
lion to as much as $300 
million — to the Rainy 
Day Fund.

“It’s important to 
have some savings in 
place to prepare for the 
next economic down-
turn,” Causer said. “I’m 
pleased that we were 
able to make this a prior-
ity in this year’s budget 
negotiations.”

State Rep. Matt 
Gabler, R-DuBois, issued 
a joint statement with 
Rep. Tommy Sankey, 
R-Osceola Mills, agreeing 
with Causer about the 
importance of saving 
money.

“While revenues are 
up, we’re prioritizing 
the need to save the 
taxpayers’ hard earned 
money. Instead of spend-
ing every available 
dime, this budget places 
more than a quarter of a 
billion dollars into our 
Rainy Day Fund, helping 
to ensure Pennsylvania’s 
taxpayers will be pro-
tected from whatever 
economic challenges the 
future may bring,” the 
legislators commented.

Causer said House 
Bill 790 makes record 
investments in educa-
tion, with an additional 
$432 million directed to 
preK-12 education. This 
includes $160 million 
more for basic   

House OKs 
budget bill after 
stiff criticism by 

Democrats

By KATE DAY SAGER 
kdsager@bradfordera.com

Rev. Janie McDonald 
remembers watching the 
Memorial Day parade in 
Bradford a couple of years 
ago when she saw a VFW 
float that had a sign that 
said, “22 a Day.”

McDonald and her 
husband, Rev. Matthew 
McDonald of New Life 
Fellowship church, didn’t 
know what the sign 
meant at the time, but 
found out later at the 
Memorial Day ceremony 
it was referring to the 22 
veterans who, on average, 
commit suicide each day.

That message made 
Janie McDonald cry, and 
also resolve to do some-
thing about the grim sta-
tistic locally by organizing 
the “Reboot Combat 
Recovery” course.

The Reboot program, 
which focuses on help-
ing veterans heal from 
service-related trauma, 
will be facilitated by the 
McDonalds free of charge 

from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Monday as well as the 
same time the follow-
ing 11 Mondays in the 
lounge of their church 
at 50 Sullivan Road in 
Bradford. Spouses of 
veterans are also invited 
to attend the event at the 
church, which was previ-
ously called Foursquare 
Gospel. Assisting the 
McDonalds, who com-
pleted a four-part training 
program, will be Brock 
Byerley, a combat veteran 
from Bradford. Free meals 
will be offered with each 
session.

Janie McDonald, who 
had been a social worker 
for more than 25 years, 
said she found out about 
the program last win-
ter through a Facebook 
advertisement for the 
Reboot program.

The course was created 
by Dr. Jenny Owens, an 
occupational therapist 
and her husband, Evan, at 
Fort Campbell, Ky. Jenny 
Owens had been working 
with combat veterans 

with physical limitations, 
when a veteran asked her, 
“Do you think it’s possi-
ble for a soul to die.”

The question inspired 
Owens to set up a pro-
gram for the “invisible 
wounds” suffered by 
veterans.

“The course itself 
was founded in 2011, 
so it’s fairly new,” Janie 
McDonald explained. 
“It is a course, it’s not a 
support group, it’s not 
therapy … it’s actually a 
12-week course.”

She said there is curric-
ulum, some homework, 
videos and a graduation 
involved, complete with 
T-shirts and documents 
for those who complete 
the course.

McDonald noted 
the course does not 
compete with courses 
offered by the Veterans 
Administration or other 
military organizations, 
instead it is designed 
to complement other 

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

Bradford City officials 
continued talks on possi-
ble parking changes and 
tax incentives for business 
owners at a work session 
held prior to Tuesday’s 
regular council meeting.

The city is currently 
considering a plan to offer 
mercantile and business 
privilege tax exemptions 

for new downtown busi-
nesses or for established 
businesses that move. It 
has been proposed that 
the taxes be imposed on 
a graduated scale, with 
the business paying a 
higher percentage over a 
period of a few years until 
it begins to pay the full 
amount.

City officials must 
answer one question 
before moving forward 

with such a plan: Is it 
legal?

Anita Dolan, communi-
ty/economic development 
manager and Main Street 
manager, said Butler 
— a city comparable to 
Bradford — instituted an 
exemption similar to what 
Bradford is considering.

“Casey (Graffius) 
could not find any-
thing to authorize this,” 

Bradford City discusses 
tax incentives, parking
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Help for combat veterans offered at Bradford church
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The Revs. Matthew and Janie McDonald will offer 
the “Reboot Combat Recovery” course to combat 
veterans and their spouses at their church, New Life 
Fellowship in Bradford. Veterans ...  page A-10

Council ...  page A-10


