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BOXING DAY: 
Today is Boxing Day. 
Traditionally, it is a day 
of giving to those in 
need. However, it is also 
a popular shopping day 
in today’s society. Boxing 
Day is a national holiday 
in the United Kingdom.

The name boxing day 
came from the tradition 
of collecting “Christmas 
boxes” of money the 
first weekday after 
Christmas. It is also 
related to the tradition 
of allowing servants to 
have Dec. 26 off, since 
they were busy serv-
ing their masters on 
Christmas Day.

Employers typically 
gave the servants gifts, 
food or money to take 
home with them, which 
contributed to the holi-
day’s origins.

While the day is tra-
ditionally Dec. 26, it is 
understood that the cor-
responding bank holiday 
or public holiday may be 
a weekday in years like 
2020, when the date falls 
on a Saturday.

In the United 
Kingdom, Boxing Day 
has been a bank holi-
day since 1971, while 
in Scotland the holiday 
became recognized in 
1974.

Boxing Day is also cel-
ebrated in Australia, in all 
but the province of South 
Australia. There, the day 
is called Proclamation 
Day and is celebrated 
the first weekday after 
Christmas Day.

———
TODAY: Today has 

several recognized “hol-
iday” designations. It 
is National Thank You 
Day, National Candy 
Cane Day and National 
Whiner’s Day.

In Slovenia, it is 
National Independence 
and Unity Day, and in 
the Solomon Islands, 
today is a National Day 
of Thanksgiving.

———
LOOKING BACK: 

In an interesting nod to 
historic events that took 
place on December 26, in 
1862 four nuns became 
the first female nurses to 
serve on a US hospital 
ship, when they offered 
their services on the USS 
Red Rover.

Meanwhile, in 
1892, Marie Curie and 
husband Pierre Curie 
announced to the world 
they had isolated radi-
um.

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

When viewers tune 
in to the 63rd annual 
Grammy Awards on 
Jan. 31, they will see a 
Bradford native among 
the honorees: Marilyn 
Horne.

The Recording 
Academy announced this 
week that the opera sing-
er is one of the Lifetime 
Achievement Award hon-
orees.

Matthew Hileman, 
director of Marilyn Horne 
Museum & Exhibit Center 
and adjunct faculty mem-
ber of the University of 
Pittsburgh at Bradford, 
said they are “thrilled” to 
learn of the award.

“She was nominat-
ed 15 times and won 4 
Grammys throughout her 
career,” he noted.

Hileman talked about 
how this honor illustrates 

By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

The Pennsylvania 
Superior Court has 
denied the appeal of Paul 
Morrisoe, imprisoned 
since 2017 for causing 
the death of Dakota 
Heinaman.

Morrisroe, 44, is serv-
ing a sentence of 7.5 to 15 
years in state prison on 
charges including homi-
cide by motor vehicle 
while DUI.

The appeal alleged that 
McKean County President 
Judge John Pavlock 
should have recused him-
self from the case, and 
that Senior Judge William 
Morgan erred by failing to 
suppress evidence in the 
trial.

On appeal, Morrisroe 
had alleged that prior to 
jury selection, a secretary 
in the court system had 
made social media posts 
that “created the appear-
ance that Judge Pavlock 
was sympathetic to the 
(prosecution’s) case.” A 
three-judge panel, made 
up of Superior Court 
Judges Anne Lazarus, 

Alice Beck Dubow 
and Senior Judge John 
Musmanno, said no 
evidence had been pro-
duced to back that claim, 
and no relief was due to 
Morrisroe for it.

The appeal also alleged 
Morgan should have 
suppressed all search 
warrants and Morrisroe’s 
arrest, because all came 
from the alleged illegal 
entry of a police officer 
onto his property. In 
the opinion, written by 
Dubow, the judges give 
some background in the 
case.

On June 2, 2015, after 
consuming alcohol for 
“an extended period,” 
Morrisroe left a bar to 
travel home. While driv-
ing his truck, Morrisroe 
struck and killed 
Heinaman, who was driv-
ing his motorcycle.

The crash caused 
extensive damage to 
Morrisroe’s truck, but he 
fled the scene, leaving a 
trail of deep gouges in the 
pavement from the scene 
of the crash to a garage 
owned by Morrisroe in 
Marshburg, the judges 
noted. Police officer Kyle 

Day followed the gouges 
to the garage, saw the 
truck and its damage 
through a window of 
the garage, and con-
tacted state police, who 
obtained a search war-
rant. This eventually led 
to Morrisroe’s arrest.

In the appeal, 
Morrisroe argued that 
Day was illegally on his 
property, and all evidence 
that came from that point 
should have been sup-
pressed.

The Superior Court 
judges refer to Morgan’s 

original order, denying 
the suppression, say-
ing the entry onto the 
property was legal and 
Morrisroe had no expec-
tation of privacy in the 
garage.

Appeals court upholds Morrisroe’s 2017 conviction
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In 2017, McKean County Sheriff Dan Woods, right, escorts Paul Morrisroe into 
McKean County Courthouse for sentencing,

The $3 million grant 
from the Redevelopment 
Assistance and Capital 
Program brings the 
University of Pittsburgh 
at Bradford one step 
closer to building its new 
engineering and comput-
er information technology 
building.

On Wednesday, 
Rep. Marty Causer, 
R-Turtlepoint, announced 
that the university had 
received $3 million in 
RACP funds, which will 
support the new $22 
million engineering and 
information technology 
building.

“We are profoundly 
grateful to Marty for all 
of his help in securing 
these funds for our excit-
ing new building,” said 
Dr. Catherine Koverola, 
Pitt-Bradford’s presi-
dent. “Marty has been 
a steadfast supporter of 
Pitt-Bradford for many 
years, and we especially 
appreciate his help on 
this exciting new project.”

“This new building 
will be a headquarters 

of innovation on our 
campus,” Koverola said, 
“where students will 
work on highly special-
ized projects and col-
laborations, so they are 
well prepared for STEM-
related careers in our 
region and beyond.”

Currently, the project is 
in the design phase. Pitt-
Bradford officials antici-
pate breaking ground in 
2021 for the new build-
ing, which will be built 
on the lawn of Hanley 
Library, parallel to West 
Washington Street and 
the Lester and Barbara 
Rice House residence hall 
built in 2014.

The two-story building 
will house many dedi-
cated spaces, including 
a strength and materials 
lab, a fluid dynamics lab 
with a small hydro tunnel 
to test designs, a maker 
space with 3-D printing, 
and a virtual reality and 
augmented reality lab.

The building will be 
home to existing majors, 
energy science and 
technology, computer       

information systems and 
technology, and petro-
leum technology, as well 
as new majors, mechani-
cal engineering technolo-
gy and energy engineer-
ing technology.

“Without this new 
building to house our 
specialty equipment and 
labs,” said Matt Kropf, 
associate professor of 
petroleum technology, 
“we wouldn’t be able to 
offer these new engineer-
ing technology programs 
that are in demand for 
our students. And with-
out these new majors, our 
region’s need for a locally 
trained and skilled work-
force would continue to 
go unmet.”

For years, industry and 
manufacturing leaders in 

the region have struggled 
to fill vacant engineering 
and technology-related 
positions due to a lack of 
well-trained and well-pre-
pared employees.

Chris Napoleon, a 
Pitt-Bradford alumnus 
and owner of Napoleon 
Engineering Services in 
Olean, N.Y., said, “Pitt-
Bradford has an opportu-
nity to make a difference 
in the lives of our local 
young engineering minds 
and support the employ-
ee needs of our manufac-
turing base.”

Koverola added, 
“Having this building 
will not only provide 
well-prepared graduates 
for regional industries 
and manufacturers but 
also keep these talented 

and creative young peo-
ple in our region, which 
will help to energize and 
revitalize our communi-
ties.”

Having the new facil-
ity also will enable the 
university to develop 
new partnerships in the 
region.

In addition to pro-
viding an ideal learning 
environment for students, 
Kropf said, the facility 
will help “open up new 
opportunities for commu-
nity partnerships, such as 
promoting new business 
ventures and enhancing 
the research and devel-
opment abilities of local 
industries.”

Currently, the 

Grant brings 
UPB closer to 
new building
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This is an architect’s rendering of the new engineering and computer information 
technology building that will be built at the University of Pittsburgh at Bradford.

Horne to receive Lifetime 
Achievement Award
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Marilyn Horne and her daughter, Angela Houle, at the opening of the Marilyn Horne Museum and Exhibit 
Center in Bradford. Horne ...  page A-10
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