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DISTRACTED 
DRIVING: April is 
National Distracted 
Driving Awareness Month

Distracted driving 
continues to be a dan-
ger to everyone on the 
nation’s roads. In 2019, 
3,142 people died in dis-
tracted driving crashes in 
America, according to the 
latest data from National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA).

AAA East Central 
reminds everyone that 
no life is worth losing to 
distraction and encour-
ages all drivers to remain 
focused on the road ahead 
to save lives.

“Don’t Drive 
Intoxicated. Don’t Drive 
Intexticated.” is AAA 
East Central’s ongoing 
initiative to end distracted 
driving. The campaign 
reminds motorists that 
the consequences of 
alcohol-impaired driving 
and texting while driv-
ing could be the same 
– deaths and injuries that 
are entirely preventable.

Many motorists are 
guilty of a “double stan-
dard” when it comes 
to distracted driving. 
The AAA Foundation 
for Traffic Safety’s 2019 
Traffic Safety Culture 
Index found that while 
96 percent of motorists 
believed it was very or 
extremely dangerous to 
text or email while driv-
ing, nearly 4 out of 10 
drivers admitted to doing 
so within the previous 30 
days.

To avoid distractions 
while driving, the AAA 
East Central recommends 
that motorists:

— Put aside electronic 
distractions.

— Prepare for your 
drive. Set vehicle systems 
like GPS, seats, mirrors, 
climate controls and 
sound systems before hit-
ting the road.

— Groom before you 
leave.

— Stay focused.
— Secure your items.
— Be mindful of your 

passengers. If you have 
passengers, enlist their 
help as a “designated tex-
ter.” Ask them to answer 
your calls, respond to 
texts and program the 
navigation.

By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

Pennsylvania’s sen-
ators were cautiously 
optimistic with President 
Joe Biden’s executive 
actions on gun control 
on Thursday, while 
Congressman Glenn 
Thompson criticized the 
actions as an attack on the 
Second Amendment.

“Bypassing Congress, 
President Biden has 
signaled he is willing 
to use Executive Orders 
to attempt to erode our 
Second Amendment 
rights,” Thompson said. 
“This is a clear example 
of overreach and will not 
improve public safety, but 
rather punish responsible 
gun owners.”

He said there is a 
bright side.

“Fortunately, this also 
signals that the President 
doesn’t have the votes 
in Congress to get much 
further and we’ll remain 
vigilant in defending the 
2nd Amendment and 
providing a check to these 
abuses,” Thompson con-
cluded.

U.S. Sen. Bob Casey, 
D-Pa., lauded the mea-
sures, while U.S. Sen. Pat 
Toomey, R-Pa., said he is 
still reviewing the actions.

Among the actions are 
a proposed rule to help 
stop “ghost guns,” or kits 
to build firearms; to take 
action defining when a 
stabilizing brace effec-
tively turns a pistol into a 
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By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

The weather is warm and this time 
of year is prime for wildfires.

Currently, a burn ban has not been 
issued for the area. In fact, at this time 
there are no burn bans anywhere in 
Pennsylvania. However, as local fire 
departments will tell you, that does not 
mean the risk is not present, as multi-
ple wildfires have been fought already 
in 2021.

The Pennsylvania Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources 
is maintaining two maps, with daily 
updates: a map for observed wildfire 
danger and also one for the wildfire 
danger forecast.

As of Wednesday, McKean and Elk 
counties were at moderate risk of wild-
fire, while Potter and Cameron coun-
ties are at high risk.

In regard to the wildfire forecast, 
McKean, Elk and Cameron counties 
were at moderate risk for fire danger, 
while Potter County is at low risk as of 
Thursday.

Those maps can be accessed by 
visiting https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/
Communities/Wildfire/Pages/
default.aspx and choosing the PDF 

Wildfire danger elevated in region
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Two crews of the District 15 Wildfire Crew were dispatched to Warren County to assist in 
extinguishing multiple wildfires burning Thursday afternoon. Six members of one crew shown 
are from the Bradford Township Volunteer Fire Department. Shown (l-r) are Assistant Chief 
Tim Burkhouse, Assistant Chief Bob Eliason, Jim Maze, Mike Maze, Chad Miller and Chief Dan 
Burkhouse. The District 15 Crew was dispatched on Monday afternoon to assist on a wildfire at 
Cross Forks in southern Potter County. Lafayette Township Volunteer Fire Department was dis-
patched to Bradford Regional Airport to fill air tankers with water that were being used for water 
drops on fires in Warren County.

Era photo by Jay Bradish

This red tulip shines brightly in Thursday’s afternoon sun.
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By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

President Joe Biden has 
nominated Patricia Ross, 
granddaughter of Mike 
and Mary Lou Ross of 
Lewis Run, for assistant 
secretary of congressional 
and legislative affairs, 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs.

Ross, who comes 
from a family of veter-
ans, currently serves as 
senior policy advisor in 
the Office of the Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, a position 
she has held since 2011.

Pelosi issued a state-
ment about Ross’ nomi-
nation.

“President Biden 
has chosen an expert of 
domestic policymaking in 
appointing Patricia Ross 
to this critical position. 
Her commitment to our 
veterans is ironclad and 

personal, with a long line 
of veterans in her family,” 
Pelosi said. “Patti has 
been a critical asset to 
the Speaker’s Office and 
the Democratic Caucus 
for a decade. Her lead-
ership will be important 
to the Veteran Affairs 
Department — and the 
millions of veterans, fam-
ilies and caregivers who 
rely on it — in her new 
position.”

She continued, “In her 
ten years in a leadership 
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Two geese at the Willow Dale pond enjoy the warm weather and sunshine.


