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NO LEAP SECOND 
THIS YEAR: The 
International Earth 
Rotation and Reference 
Systems Service 
announced in July 2020 
that there’d be no leap 
second added to the 
world’s official timekeep-
ing in December 2020.

The last leap second 
was December 31, 2016. 
Since leap seconds are 
always added on the last 
day of June or December, 
the next possible date for 
a leap second is June 30, 
2021.

Leap seconds have 
been added 27 times since 
1972. There were leap 
seconds added on June 
30, 2015, and on June 30, 
2012.

They’re always added 
to the world’s clocks at 
23 hours, 59 minutes and 
59 seconds Coordinated 
Universal Time (UTC), 
on either June 30 or 
December 31.

The extra second is 
added to our official time-
keeping mainly to keep 
our increasingly electronic 
world in sync.

———
ROUTE 6: 

Pennsylvania Humanities 
Council’s network of 
Community Heart & Soul 
towns will continue to 
grow in 2021 with the 
addition of new sites 
along Pennsylvania’s his-
toric Route 6 corridor.

Selected towns will 
be paired with a trained 
coach and receive fund-
ing from PHC, along 
with eligibility for a 
matching grant from 
the Department of 
Community & Economic 
Development.

Community Heart 
& Soul® is a human-
ities-based, resident-driv-
en community planning 
process that cultivates a 
shared sense of belonging 
among residents, engages 
them in thinking critically 
and creatively about com-
munity life, and involves 
them in decision-making 
and development — all 
as a way to strengthen a 
town’s social, cultural and 
economic vibrancy.

The new sites will be 
announced in February.

———
DRIVER LICENSE 

CENTERS CLOSED: The 
Pennsylvania Department 
of Transportation 
(PennDOT) has 
announced that all driv-
er license and photo 
centers, including the 
Riverfront Office Center 
in Harrisburg, will be 
closed Friday, Jan. 1, 2021, 
in observance of the New 
Year’s Day holiday.

Customers may still 
obtain a variety of driver 
and vehicle products 
and services, including 
all forms, publications 
and driver training man-
uals, online through 
PennDOT’s Driver and 
Vehicle Services website, 
www.dmv.pa.gov.

There are no additional 
fees for using online ser-
vices.
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City of Bradford 
Mayor James A. 
McDonald took some 
time Tuesday to reflect 
on what 2020 meant to 
the city and its officials, 
as well as what we can 
look forward to as the 
calendar rolls over to 
2021.

In a statement 
released to area media, 
McDonald began, 
“We are all aware of 
the challenges that 
2020 has presented, 
and those challenges 
have touched each 
and every one of us in 
some way or another. 
Looking back on the 
past year makes me 
want to share with you 
some of those challeng-
es that the city faced 
and how I feel that the 
city has met those chal-
lenges and overcome 
them.”

McDonald high-
lighted various areas 

of concern faced by 
the city in 2020, all of 
which were an influ-
ence on the city’s bud-
get.

“Other major issues 
that affected the city 
this year was a sub-
stantially expensive 
and time-consuming 
internal investigation 
at the police depart-
ment, Covid-19 related 
expenses, lay-offs, 
staff quarantines and 

McDonald 
shares 

perspective on 
2020, 2021

McDonald
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This house on Marion Avenue is lit up with colorful winter decorations.

By FRAN DE LANCEY
frdelancey@gmail.com

MARVINDALE — A 
Smethport area company 
will play a key role in 
eradicating invasive insect 
hemlock woolly adelgid 
at the Flight 93 National 
Memorial in Somerset.

Heather McKean, 
owner of the four-year 
old Marvindale-based 
McKean Environmental 
Solutions LLC, that spe-
cializes in forest health 
services, invasive species 
identification and treat-
ment, mosquito control 
and pest control services, 
told The Era, “There are 
about 14 forested acres at 
the crash site dominantly 
covered with hemlocks. 
Some of the forested area 
was damaged from the 
crash, and the National 
Park Service wishes to 
preserve the remaining 
hemlocks and several 
newly planted hemlock 
saplings to maintain the 
aesthetic and ecological 
value of the area.”

The Flight 93 National 
Memorial is located at the 
site of the crash of United 
Airlines Flight 93, which 
was the fourth airliner 

hijacked on September 11, 
2001, in the worst terrorist 
attacks on American soil. 
It honors the passengers 
and crew who stopped 
the hijackers from reach-
ing their intended target 
— presumably the Capitol 

in Washington, D.C. — by 
confronting and fighting 
the terrorists.

The plane crashed in 
Stoneycreek Township, 
Somerset County, approx-
imately two miles north 
of Shanksville, killing all 

44 aboard.
In his book, Fall and 

Rise — The Story of 9/11, 
Mitchell Zuckoff writes: 
“Flight 93 struck the 
ground at a 40-degree 
angle, nearly upside 
down, its nose and right 

wing hitting first.
“Its fuel-filled wings 

detonated on impact, 
sending up the fireball 
and plume of smoke.

“The cockpit and front 

Smethport company to treat trees at Flight 93 Memorial
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From left, Cali Housler, Melissa Rishel, JoLynne Leet and Brandi Burdick walk through Cook Forest State 
Park to treat hemlocks for HWA.

The Friendship Table’s 
building remains closed 
for the rest of the week 
while members of its crew 
fight COVID-19, but the 
community has stepped 
up to ensure Bradford res-
idents get fed.

• Today from 3 to 
5 p.m. in front of the 
Friendship Table. The 
meal is sponsored by 
Grocery Stretcher and B & 
T Contracting.

• Thursday from 3 
to 5 p.m. from the First 
Presbyterian Church 
garage at 54 E. Corydon 
St. The West Branch 
United Methodist Church 

will prepare and serve the 
meal.

The Friendship Table 
tentatively plans to 
reopen on Monday, Jan. 4.

The Blaisdell 
Foundation and Label 
Pack sponsored this 
past Monday’s meal, 
which was served from 
Beefeaters’ side door.

On Tuesday, Domino’s 
Pizza, Tops and First 
Presbyterian Church 
sponsored a meal served 
from First Presbyterian’s 
garage — the same loca-
tion West Branch UM 
Church will serve from 
on Thursday. Serving 

was made contactless by 
having volunteers set the 
meals in bins, then having 
visitors pick up the meals 
out of the bins.

The Friendship Table 
closed on Dec. 21 due to 
concerns that one of the 
crew members was sick. 
Since then, it has been 
determined that four of 
the organization’s crew 
have COVID-19.

The Table has been 
serving record numbers 
of meals to community 
members since the start of 
the pandemic due to cur-
rent economic conditions.

Here’s where people 
can eat while the 

Friendship Table is closed

Era photo by Ruth Bogdan

The Rev. Rob Klouw and Ken Tyger serve meals from the First Presbyterian 
Church’s garage to patrons of The Friendship Table on Tuesday afternoon. Also 
helping serve behind the scenes were the Rev. Katherine Randall, Kenra Tyger 
and Jerry Harvey. Meals will be served from this same location on Thursday.
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By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

A Bradford man who identified himself on 
social media as Carlos Gamble was shot and 
wounded Tuesday at a residence on Hillside 
Avenue in the City of Bradford.

Bradford City Police and District Attorney 
Stephanie Vettenburg-Shaffer released little infor-
mation, other than saying “all parties believed 
to be involved are known. The circumstances 
that led to the gunshot wound to the individual 
remains the focus of the investigation but law 
enforcement has no reason to believe that the 
community is in danger.”

The shooting came to light after a traffic stop 
Tuesday morning.

Reports indicate Bradford City Police were 
attempting a routine traffic stop on a vehicle that 
didn’t immediately stop. Officers were able to 
stop the vehicle in the parking of Kiwanis Court, 
off Bushnell Street, shortly after 11 a.m.

When police approached the vehicle, they 

Shooting in 
Bradford under 
investigation
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