
WEEK: It’s National 
Work Zone Awareness 
Week, and what better 
way to honor the occa-
sion than for a revamped 
Move Over Law taking 
effect today?

The week, designated 
to highlight the critical 
importance of safe driv-
ing through work zones, 
runs through April 30. 
The theme of this year’s 
work-zone safety cam-
paign is “Drive safe. 
Work safe. Save lives.”

Lieutenant Colonel 
Scott Price, deputy com-
missioner of operations 
for the Pennsylvania 
State Police, acknowl-
edged the dangers faced 
by first responders while 
providing roadside assis-
tance.

“Last year, 55 state 
police vehicles were 
struck while troopers 
were responding to traffic 
stops, disabled motorists, 
or crash scenes. The goal 
of the Move Over Law is 
to prevent these danger-
ous situations.”

Pennsylvania’s Move 
Over Law requires driv-
ers to change lanes when 
approaching an emergen-
cy response area. Updates 
to the law, which include 
a new point system for 
violators and sets a fine 
of $500 for first-time 
offenders, $1,000 for 
a second offense, and 
$2,000 plus 90-day license 
suspension for a third or 
subsequent offense, take 
effect on April 27. The 
revamped Move Over 
Law also mandates driv-
ers change lanes or slow 
down when approaching 
disabled vehicles when 
at least two emergency 
displays, such as vehicle 
hazard lamps, road flares, 
and/or cones or caution 
signs are present.

According to PennDOT 
data, in 2020 there were 
1,412 work zone crashes, 
resulting in 15 fatalities. 
Additionally, since 1970, 
PennDOT has lost 89 
workers in the line of 
duty. The PA Turnpike has 
lost 45 workers since 1940.
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By KATE DAY SAGER
Era Reporter

OLEAN, N.Y. — One 
of the signs that spring 
has finally arrived in 
the Twin Tier area is the 
opening of Rock City Park 
every year in May.

On Monday, Cindy 
Smith, who owns the 505 
Route 16 South park with 
her husband, Dale, was 
at the facility getting the 
ready to open Saturday 
for hikers, walkers, out-
door enthusiasts and 
those who enjoy picnics. 
Admission is $5 for 
adults, $4 for seniors and 
$3 for children ages 6 to 
12. Admission includes 
the 45-minute hiking 
trail along the prehistoric 
ocean floor which con-
tains the largest exposure 
of quartz conglomerate 
in the world. Visitors are 
also invited to stop at the 

fluorescent rock room, 
the history museum and 
gift shop inside the large 
park building. Beginning 
Saturday, the park will be 
open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
daily. COVID-19 safety 
guidelines are followed 
inside the building.

Assisting Smith the 
spring cleaning inside the 
building was her longtime 
friend, Betsy Zampogna, 
former owner of the 
Ho-Sta-Geh restaurant.

Before starting their 
clean-up and preparing 
the shop for visitors, 
Smith and Zampogna 
shared a few laughs and 
memories.

“I’m going to help 
(Smith) put the sweat-
shirts and clothes back 
out today” on the racks 
and shelves, Zampogna 
said, noting she also helps 

Spring is here — and Rock 
City Park is getting ready to open!
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Cindy Smith, owner of Rock City Park (at right) and her friend, Betsy Zampogna, 

were at the Route 16 facility Monday preparing for the business to open for the 
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By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

Itching to see some-
thing creative on one of 
these warm weekends? 
Download the PA Route 6 
Artisan Trail map, get in 
your car and jump on U.S. 
Route 6.

The PA Route 6 
Alliance has announced 
the 2021 PA Route 6 
Artisan Trail, which 
includes artists, creative 
businesses and tourism 
and cultural groups. The 
road — and the trail — 
runs east to west across 
northern Pennsylvania.

The organization cele-
brates Artisan Trail Month 
each April.

“This year, our Artisan 
Trail includes makers 
of all kinds: painters, 
photographers, potters, 
brewmasters, chefs, 
winemakes, musicians, 
authors, and more,” the 
PA Route 6 Alliance stat-
ed in an announcement 
about the 2021 trail. “And, 
these makers create using 
all kinds of materials and 

mediums: glass, yarn, 
wood, plants, and so 
much more.

“We also welcome 
organizations, visitor 
bureaus, and events that 
help to promote PA Route 
6 Heritage Region’s 11 
counties and the artisans 
who live, work, and cre-
ate in them.”

There are a number 
of new members on 
this year’s trail, too. 
Locally, this includes 
Frosty Hollow Lodging 
& Country Mercantile 
and Olga Gallery, 
Cafe & Bistro, both in 
Coudersport, as well as 
Dam Show Productions, 
known for music festi-
vals held at Austin Dam 
Memorial Park.

View or download the 
map by visiting https://
www.paroute6.com/arti-
san-trail.

There is also a search 
function so people can 
search the list by differ-
ent criteria, and there are 
links to sites that offer 

See the 2021 PA Route 6 Artisan Trail
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The Charlie Wheeler Band performed covers of Jimi Hendrix songs during the 
2016 Austin Dam Show. Dam Show Productions — the group organizing music 
festivals at Austin Dam Memorial Park — is the newest member of the PA Route 
6 Artisan Trail. Trail ...  page A-10

By KATE DAY SAGER
Era Reporter

As school administra-
tors look forward to the 
2021-22 school year, they 
understand the need to 
support students who 
have been impacted 
by more than a year of 
COVID-19 restrictions 
and shutdowns.

On Monday, the 
Bradford Area School 
District board of educa-
tion met in a Zoom work 
session to discuss how the 
ESSER II Funding grant 
of $5,193,552 awarded to 
the district will be used in 
programs and upgrades.

The federal Elementary 
and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief Fund 
has been awarded to 

school districts and char-
ter schools to address the 
impact of COVID-19 has 
had, and continues to 
have, on elementary and 
secondary schools. The 
ESSER II funds, which 
must be used by 2023, 
may be used for the sup-
port of students in a vari-
ety of areas.

Prior to the meeting, 
Superintendent Katharine 
Pude said the first round 
of ESSER I funds, in the 
amount of $957,000, was 
used by the district for 
personal protection equip-
ment for students, staff 
and schools, as well as for 
cleaning campuses.

Pude said part of the 
strategic plan for ESSER 

School district 
discusses how 

federal funding will 
help students
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Lola Stoughton shared this photo of a Juneberry tree in bloom in Eldred.  
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