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LETTER: Sometimes 
we get a letter that lands 
near to our hearts, and 
has us wanting to share it 
with our RTS readers.

This letter from Linda 
Lamborn of Bradford is 
one of those.

“With all the pan-
demic, horrific storms 
and fires and politics 
in the air, it is refresh-
ing to remember how 
blessed we are to 
live in Northwestern 
Pennsylvania, yes, even 
in Bradford.

“I am not a native 
Bradfordian, but have 
called it my home for 
40 years. Maybe I can’t 
recall its heydays of the 
early years, but I can 
appreciate its timeless 
architecture, rolling for-
ested hills and its home-
town feel we still have.

“Many old businesses 
have survived and newer 
and new ones arrive to 
add to the ambience.

“The Marilyn Horne 
Museum and gift shop 
offer some fine culture 
(free) and you will find 
some great activities on 
the Veterans Square. You 
can enjoy the many excit-
ing holiday happenings 
on Main Street.

“The new look of 
downtown is awesome 
with its newly topped 
Main Street including 
fancy crosswalks, new 
sidewalks, potted flowers 
and military banners.

“A shout-out of thanks 
to the Office of Economic 
and Community 
Development, headed by 
Sara Andrews, who pro-
cured the grant and our 
council who approved 
these changes. And to the 
VFW who sponsored the 
military banners. Also 
we are fortunate to have 
great firemen, police and 
city workers.

“So I say take a stroll 
down Main Street and 
see what’s there to enjoy, 
a place where ‘Hate has 
no home here.’”

Continuing on her 
theme, we’ve had chang-
ing leaves and beautiful 
skies and sunsets. The 
trails in the area are 
unmatched. We have 
quaint and lovely shops 
and restaurants, locally 
owned and operated, 
offering everything from a 
quick bite to fine dining.

We have the Allegheny 
National Forest Visitors 
Bureau offering us 
guides to tour wineries 
and breweries, or routes 
where wildlife is plentiful.

Linda, we have to 
admit, we are guilty of 
taking the beauty around 
us for granted. And we 
thank you for taking the 
time to remind us to see 
what’s right in front of us.
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One of McKean County’s many freestone streams babbles along under changing leaves.

Babbling stream

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

A student at School Street 
Elementary School has tested posi-
tive for COVID-19.

On Monday, Superintendent 
Katy Pude released a letter for fam-
ilies in the Bradford Area School 
District announcing the finding. 
According to Pude, district admin-
istrators were notified just that day 
of the positive test.

The child and anyone who had 
close contact with the child will not 
return to the building until after a 
period of quarantine, she said.

At the time of the letter, Pude 
did not announce any plans to 
change the current structure of 

By CHRISTINE HOLTZ
erachristineh@gmail.com

Join S.W. Smith Memorial 
Public Library as they boldly go 
where no library auction has ever 
gone before during their Virtual 
Library Auction Fundraiser, Nov. 
10 — 13 on iBid.org.

This is the 31st year the 
library will be holding the 
auction, albeit a bit differently 
this year due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. Typically held 
as a Library Auction Dinner 
Fundraiser, this is the largest 
fundraising event of the year 
for the library, often bringing in 
$30,000-$40,000 a year, which is 
used for library materials, staff 
payroll, programming, utilities 
and facility maintenance.

With a 55% drop in state 
funding for 2021, Library 
Director Mary Grace Collier-
Kisler explained fundraising will 
be crucial for the library in the 
upcoming year.

“In 2020 our state aid was 
around $32,000 and for 2021 it 
will be approximately $13,000,” 

she explained.
Virtual Silent Auction bidding 

and Buy It Now Item virtual 
shopping begins on Nov. 10, 
whereas the Virtual Live Auction 
will be broadcast at 8 p.m., Nov. 
13 on Facebook Live. Kisler sug-
gested holding “watch parties” 
for the live auction with friends 
and family.

Bidding on items for the vir-
tual silent auction and buy it 
now virtual shopping will look 
a lot like eBay, for those familiar 
with the online auction platform. 
Additionally, the virtual live auc-
tion will look similar to what one 
would see on home shopping 
networks, with an individual 
showing off the item, along with 
information at the bottom of the 
screen.

“We’re doing our best to make 
it fun, easy and professional,” 
noted Kisler. “I just want people 
to be engaged and have a good 
time. I think so many people are 
longing for some type of commu-
nity.”

All items listed on the 
library’s iBid.org portal are in 

preview mode until bidding 
opens. Participants can pre-reg-
ister at https://ibid.org/v/
LFYWM284.

Winners may pick up their 
auction items after 12 p.m. 
on Nov. 14 at Port Allegany 
Veteran’s Memorial Inc. or they 
can be shipped at the winner’s 
expense. Virtually anyone 
around the world can participate 
in the auction, so feel free to 
share the event with friends and 
family.

Donations for the auction 
are currently being accepted at 
the S.W. Smith Memorial Public 

Library until Nov. 6. Donations 
that include alcohol cannot be 
accepted due to regulations, 
though gift cards to purchase 
alcohol will be accepted.

The library is also accepting 
corporate sponsors. For a $500 
sponsor fee, the corporation’s 
logo will scroll across the bottom 
of the screen during the live auc-
tion.

Kisler expressed her apprecia-
tion for the volunteers who have 
helped make this event possible.

“This has always been a 

S.W. Smith Memorial Public Library’s annual 
auction goes virtual

S.W. Smith Memorial Public Library has listed auction items on the 
website iBid.com.
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A cheerful ghost and pumpkins keep ghoulish gravestones company on Bolivar Drive.

Haunted happenings

By CHRISTINE HOLTZ
erachristineh@gmail.com

A wide variety of topics were 
discussed during a meeting of the 
Bradford Area School Board on 
Monday, from changes to the aca-
demic calendar to a student testing 
positive for COVID-19 at School 
Street Elementary School.

During the meeting, 
Superintendent Katy Pude 
explained how the new calendar 
structure inadvertently took meet-
ing and planning time away from 
teachers, who are now not only 
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