
By DARLENE SUPERVILLE, 
WILL WEISSERT and LISA 
MASCARO 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— President Donald 
Trump said Sunday 
that confirmation of his 
Supreme Court nomi-
nee Amy Coney Barrett 
will go “quickly” but 
his Democratic rival, 
Joe Biden, implored the 
Republican-led Senate to 
hold off on voting on her 
nomination until after the 
Nov. 3 election  to “let the 
people decide.” 

Speaking at a press 
conference at the White 
House, the president 
spotlighted Barrett’s 
Roman Catholic reli-
gion, portraying her as 
a victim of attacks on 
her faith. But it’s her 
conservative approach 
to the law, particularly 
health care access that is 
drawing opposition from 
Democrats, not her pri-
vate beliefs.

“It’s a disgrace,” 
Trump said. He vowed 
she will be confirmed 
“very quickly.”

Trump’s announcement  
of Barrett for the seat 
held by the late Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg  is 
launching a high-stakes, 
fast-track election season 
fight over confirmation 
of a conservative judge 
who is expected to shift 
the court rightward as 
it reviews health care, 
abortion access and other 
hot-button issues.

Biden on Sunday 
appealed directly to his 

former colleagues in the 
Senate to “take a step 
back from the brink.”

Biden urged Senate 
Republicans not to fan 
a controversy during an 
already tumultuous elec-
tion year for a country 
reeling from the corona-
virus crisis, a struggling 
economy and protests 
over racial injustice. If 
Trump wins the election, 
Biden said the president’s 
nominee should have a 

vote. But Biden said he 
should choose the next 
justice if he prevails on 
Nov. 3. 

“This is time to de-es-
calate,” Biden said in 
Wilmington, Delaware.

No justice has ever 
been confirmed to the 
Supreme Court so close 
to a presidential elec-
tion with early voting 
already underway in 
some states. Republicans 
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HELP THE LIBRARY: 
There are two ways to 
help your local library 
without spending a 
penny. First, Tuesday 
was National Voter 
Registration Day, and 
the American Library 
Association celebrated 
along with hundreds of 
libraries across the coun-
try. They ask that you take 
a minute to update your 
voter registration by con-
tacting your local election 
office or using the tools at 
Vote.org.

Even if you have reg-
istered in the past, it’s a 
good idea to double check. 
If your address or name 
has changed, you may 
need to update your regis-
tration. Voter registration 
deadlines vary by state, 
and locally, the deadline to 
register is Oct. 19.

The future of libraries 
is decided at the ballot 
box in every election. 
Register today to make 
sure you’re ready to vote.

Another way to help 
libraries is to complete the 
2020 Census. The Census 
will determine how more 
than a billion dollars in 
library funding will be 
allocated to our states 
and communities over the 
next decade. And not just 
libraries — everything 
from schools and Head 
Start to healthcare and 
emergency relief depends 
on a complete and inclu-
sive Census count.

If we’re not counted, 
our communities won’t 
get their fair share. But 
one in three U.S. house-
holds has not filled out the 
Census form — and the 
deadline is the end of this 
month!

It only takes 10 minutes 
to fill out your Census 
— and it will support 
your library for the next 
10 years. The deadline is 
Sept. 30.

Visit https://
my2020census.gov/ to fill 
out the form online.

———
WORKERS 

PREFER HOME: 
ThisIsWhyImBroke.com, 
a website which offers 
unique gifts, surveyed 
3,000 workers and dis-
covered that, on average 
since working from home, 
Pennsylvanians have each 
spent a not-inconsiderate 
$233, to make sure they 
had the proper office 
equipment to carry out 
their jobs (compared to a 
national average of $181).

Nearly two-thirds of 
home-workers say they 
prefer the new work loca-
tion, compared to their 
usual office.
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Partly sunny /A-8
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REDUCE BUGS THIS FALL GIVE TOM (HART) A CALL

Era photo by Wade Aiken

The Rising Leaders of Bradford (RISE) group along with the United Way of 
the Bradford Area decorate a tree for the fall season along Main Street near 
the Tops parking lot. The activity was completed with help from the following 
businesses and organizations that donated items to the cause: Tops Friendly 
Markets, John Williams European Pastry Shop, Pure Tech, The Blaisdell 
Foundation and Chestnut Feedery & Pet Store. The group will change the 
decorations for Veterans Day and then again for other holidays.

Dressed for fall

Yuri Gripas/Abaca Press/TNS

Judge Amy Coney Barrett walks from the Oval Office 
to be introduced by President Donald Trump as his 
Supreme Court Associate Justice nominee in the 
Rose Garden of the White House in Washington, 
D.C., on Saturday, Sept. 26, 2020. 

By CHRISTINE HOLTZ
erachristineh@gmail.com

When Kelly Barr Hughes moved to Mount Jewett 
from St. Louis last October, she brought along her 
passion for honoring veterans around the country. 
That’s why she decided to organize a Wreaths Across 
America event in the area.

According to the event website, “Wreaths Across 
America coordinates wreath-laying ceremonies at 
more than 2,100 locations across the United States, at 
sea and abroad.”

Wreaths are currently being sold for $15 each by 
Decade Dames (code: PA0526P), the Mount Jewett 
Vol. Fire Dept. (code: PA0525P), Mount Jewett Hilltop 
Heritage Coalition (code: PA0530P), Mount Jewett 
Rotary Club (code: PA0533P), Mount Jewett Boy 
Scout Troop #410 (code: PA0534P) and the Mount 
Jewett VFD Fire Police (code: PA0535P).

To purchase a wreath, individuals can either visit 
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org and click on the 
“local sponsorship group” link under the “sponsor 
wreaths” button, or talk to a member of one of the 
aforementioned organizations.

“They sell the wreaths for $15, which goes to 
Wreaths Across America,” Hughes explained. “Then 
$5 comes back to the organization that sells the 
wreath.”

She described it as a “great organization” and said 
she believes that “every town that has a cemetery 
with veterans should participate.”

The wreath laying event will take place at 
10:30 a.m. on Dec. 19 in the Mount Jewett Volunteer 
Fire Department parking lot at 5 E. Main St., starting 
with the blessing of the wreaths, the national anthem, 
playing of taps and a 21-gun salute. 

Hot chocolate and a variety of food trucks will 
also be available. Wreaths will then be placed at the 

Mount Jewett 
to host wreath 
laying event

Trump vows quick court 
vote, Biden urges delay

Two Pa. legislators 
differ on view of 
Supreme Court pick

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

Two Pennsylvania 
legislators have 
expressed very different 
views of the nomination 
of Judge Amy Coney 
Barrett to the U.S. 
Supreme Court.

On Saturday, 
President Donald 
Trump nominated 
Barrett for a seat left 
empty by Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg, who 
died Sept. 18 of com-
plications from meta-
static pancreatic cancer. 
Ginsburg was 87.

Barrett has served 
as a judge on the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the 
Seventh Circuit since 
2017.

In response, U.S. Sen. 
Pat Toomey, R-Pa., said 
he is pleased with the 
nomination, while U.S. 
Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., 
stated his opposition to 
the choice.

Toomey said, “Given 
Judge Barrett’s intellect, 
strong legal credentials, 
and impeccable charac-
ter, I was proud to sup-
port her confirmation 
to the 7th Circuit Court 
of Appeals in 2017. 
These same attributes 
will serve her well on 
the nation’s highest 
court. As a working 
mother with young 
children, Judge Barrett 
would also bring to the 
Supreme Court a back-

ground that will add to 
its diversity.”

Toomey explained 
that he appreciates her 
work as a judge.

“Importantly, Judge 
Barrett has shown an 
unfailing commitment 
to the proper role of 
a judge — which is to 
apply the law, including 
the U.S. Constitution, 
as written, and not to 
decide cases based on a 
preferred policy or out-
come,” he stated. “I look 
forward to reviewing 
Judge Barrett’s record 
further in the coming 
weeks and speaking 
with her soon as I con-
sider her nomination.”

Meanwhile, Casey 
took issue with the 
nomination, saying he 
is concerned with what 
it would mean for the 
Affordable Care Act if 
she served as a Supreme 
Court justice.

“It’s been only a 
week since we lost 
Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, yet President 
Trump and Senator 
McConnell are rushing 
to confirm a Supreme 
Court Justice who will 
back their lawsuit to 
destroy the Affordable 
Care Act, kicking 23 
million people off their 
health insurance, end-
ing protections for 135 
million people with 
pre-existing conditions 
and raising costs for 
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