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UNDERGROUND 
RAILROAD 
ADDITIONS: At the end 
of National Park week in 
April, Second Gentleman 
of the United States 
Douglas Emhoff and 
Secretary of the Interior 
Deb Haaland announced 
16 additions to the 
National Park Service’s 
National Underground 
Railroad Network to 
Freedom Program.

The new listings join 
nearly 700 other sites, 
programs, and facili-
ties in the network that 
honor, preserve, and 
promote the history of 
resistance to enslavement 
through escape and flight.

At the event, National 
Park Service Chief 
Historian Dr. Turkiya 
Lowe and Park Ranger 
Casimer Rosiecki from 
Gulf Islands National 
Seashore highlighted two 
of the new listings, includ-
ing the Lizzie Ambie 
Escape Site in Cambridge, 
Maryland, and the 
Barrancas in Pensacola, 
Fla.

“The Underground 
Railroad was pivotal 
to the ongoing strug-
gle for civil rights, and 
the stories of freedom 
seekers, such as Lizzie 
Ambie, who bravely 
self-liberated are still 
humbling to us today,” 
said Dr. Turkiya Lowe. 
“The Network to Freedom 
Program is dedicated to 
amplifying diverse his-
tories and providing a 
platform to convey a more 
complete history of our 
country.”

The Underground 
Railroad Network to 
Freedom Program is a cat-
alyst for innovation, part-
nerships, and scholarship 
that connects and shares 
the diverse legacy of the 
Underground Railroad 
across boundaries and 
generations.

It coordinates preserva-
tion and education efforts 
nationwide and integrates 
local historical places, 
museums, and interpre-
tive programs associated 
with the Underground 
Railroad into a mosaic of 
community, regional, and 
national stories.

There are now 682 
listings in 39 states, 
Washington, D.C., and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands in 
the Network. 
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Over the past year, 
seniors at Bradford Area 
High School have missed 
out on homecoming cele-
brations, Winter Carnival, 
the Valentine’s Day Dance 
and pep assemblies, but if 
all goes well they will be 
able to attend an in-per-
son prom on June 2 and 
graduation June 3.

Bradford Area School 
District board president 
Shane Oschman said the 
plan is to conduct the 
two events, pending any 
upticks with the pandem-
ic.

“It is our plan to have 
a seniors-only prom on 
the night before gradu-
ation,” Oschman said. 
“The reason for that 
is this way there is no 
chance that somebody 
would be diagnosed with 
COVID (after attending 
prom) and end up miss-
ing graduation.”

Oschman said the 
prom, slated to be held 
from 6 to 9:30 p.m., will 
not look like the usual 
event of pre-pandemic 
years.

“It will not all be in 
one space, it will be in 
multiple spaces so the 
seniors are able to spread 
out a little bit,” Oschman 
explained. “They intend 
to utilize large group 
space, such as the cafete-
ria, the auditorium and 
the gymnasium — this is 
so everybody won’t be 
in the same space at the 
same time.”

He said both events are 
the direct result of seniors 
from the Student Council 
asking administrators if 
they could have a senior 
prom as they hadn’t had a 
junior prom.

Oschman said the 
outside graduation will 
be held at 7 p.m. June 3 
on Parkway Field, with 
a covered stage set up in 
the field for graduates to 
walk across. A rain date 
will be in place to ensure 
the event is held.

Oschman said the 
district really wants the 
events to happen as the 
“seniors have been just 
tremendous over this 
past year of following 
all of the necessary 

Prom, graduation events in the 
works at BAHS
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Bradford Area High School students are hopeful that their in-person prom on 
June 2, even if scaled back, will be as much fun as shown here at a past prom in 
the gymnasium.
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PORT ALLEGANY — There’s 
a lot happening S.W. Smith 
Memorial Public Library in Port 
Allegany.

On June 12, the library will 
host Star Wars Reads Day and 
the Building Fund 5K, Fun Walk 
and Kids Fun Run. Visitors are 
invited to come for one or both 
events. Activities are scheduled 
for 2 to 6:30 p.m.

Highlights include a visit from 
Starkiller Garrison members, a 
5K run or fun walk, visits from 
community agencies, live music 
and food.

The afternoon will begin with 
Star Wars Reads Day from 2 to 
4 p.m. Starkiller Garrison is a 
group of volunteers in Western 

Pennsylvania who do costumed 
charity work and who promote 
an interest in Star Wars. Learn 
more at starkillergarrison.com.

Other attendees are invited 
to dress in Star Wars gear if they 
wish and will have a chance to 
interact with members of the 
Starkiller Garrison and take 
free photos with the Starkiller 
Garrison in the Starship photo 
booth. There will be free Star 
Wars books and activities for 
children, while supplies last, 
along with free food and drinks.

Bradford musician Jim Ronan 
will perform, too.

Attendees will be able to visit 
with the library’s community 
partners, including Alcohol & 
Drug Abuse Services of McKean 
County, CARE for Children, the 
Children’s Advocacy Center 

of McKean County, Northern 
Pennsylvania Regional College, 
Northern Tier Community 
Action Head Start and the 
United Way of Bradford Area 
Inc.

The Building Fund 5K Run, 
Fun Walk, and Kids Fun Run will 
take place from 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
June 12.

Participants are invited to 
“Run, walk, bike, scoot, or skate 
to raise money for the library’s 
Building Fund!”

The Kids Fun Run for the 
Library will happen at 4:30 p.m. 
For the run, children will run 
around the library grounds three 
times. They will not be in the 
street.

The cost for children to partic-
ipate is $5 per child. People can 
pre-register, or they can register 

from 3:30 to 4 p.m. on June 12.
Then, the Building Fund 5K 

Run or Fun Walk will happen 
from 5 to 6 p.m., starting and 
ending at the library. This is the 
pre-registration cost for people 
who register before May 28: 
adults age 21 and up, $25 (guar-
antees T-shirt); students age 6-20, 
$15 (guarantees T-shirt); and 
children age 5 or under can par-
ticipate for free, but they will not 
get a T-shirt.

After May 28, registrants will 
pay an additional $5 on top of 
the above costs. On June 12, 
registration for the 5K Run and 
Fun Walk will be from 3:30 to 
4:30 p.m.

Pre-registration forms are 
available in the library or via 

S.W. Smith library plans Star Wars Reads Day

OLEAN, N.Y. — SUNY 
Jamestown Community 
College is taking class 
outside this summer.

While COVID-19 has 
drastically limited face-
to-face learning across the 
nation, the pandemic has 
created new opportunities 
for the JCC community.

The college’s introduc-
tion to drawing course, 
Drawing I, is moving out-
doors on the Cattaraugus 
County Campus in Olean. 
The change of scenery 
safely distances students, 
and it also opens up a 
world of subjects for them 
to illustrate.

“It seemed like a per-
fect opportunity,” said 
Jessica Kubiak, JCC’s 
interim dean of arts, 
humanities, and health 
sciences. “While recogniz-
ing the uncertainty and 
safety elements, we also 
want to take advantage of 
this beautiful open green 

space we have on campus 
right downtown. I think 
the pandemic has led us 
all to really value what 
we have in our own back-
yards.”

Rick Minard, a 
Bradford, Pa., artist, 
will lead the class that 
is scheduled for each 
Monday afternoon from 
July 5 to Aug. 12. Minard 
also plans to meet indi-
vidually with students 
during the week through 
video conferencing.

The class is open to all 
students. Those who pass 
will earn three SUNY gen-
eral education credits.

“For me personally,” 
Minard said, “the ideal 
student” for the course “is 
a student who wants to 
get better at drawing and 
making art and wants to 
learn about art and what 
it takes to be an artist.”

Kubiak encourages 
students interested in 

working with watercolor 
to also consider taking the 
class, which is an accel-
erated version of what 
Minard teaches during 
the fall and spring semes-
ters at JCC. His goal is to 
train students to look at 
something and draw it 
using basic principles.

Once they learn that, 
he wants them to break 
those rules.

“That’s the other end 
of art,” Minard said. “One 
end of art is being able 

to draw something so it 
looks like what you’re 
trying to communicate. 
And then you flip it. Now 
there’s feeling in it, and 
emotion and other inten-
tions.”

Some may know 
Minard for the 50th anni-
versary Woodstock mural 
he helped produce on 
an old brick building on 
Bradford’s Main Street. 
But he makes a living 
teaching.

He started instructing 

painting and portrait 
classes a dozen years 
ago for JCC’s Continuing 
Education program (now 
known as Workforce 
Readiness). Wanting to 
do more, he earned a 
master’s degree from the 
Rochester Institute of 
Technology.

That led to Minard 
spending two years as 
a visiting art professor 
at the University of 

Bradford artist 
Minard is leading 

JCC’s summer 
drawing course
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Bradford, Pa. artist Rick Minard is leading JCC’s outdoor summer drawing 
course.
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