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HUNTER’S 
BLUE MOON ON 
HALLOWEEN: Farmers’ 
Almanac tells us that sky-
watchers are in for a rare 
treat on Halloween —a 
full Hunter’s Blue Moon.

This year, all time 
zones will see a 
Halloween full Hunter’s 
Blue Moon, something 
that has not occurred 
since 1944. The last time 
any time zone saw a full 
moon on Halloween was 
2001.

Any time the Moon 
is technically “full” on 
October 31st (as it will be 
this year), it would also 
have to be a Blue Moon 
because the lunar cycle is 
only 29.5 days long.

Farmers’ Almanac 
explains that, while the 
full Moon on Halloween 
night won’t appear blue 
in color, you’ll be look-
ing at something pretty 
uncommon. A full Moon 
on Halloween occurs 
roughly once every 19 
years—a pattern known 
as the Metonic Cycle.

———
WEREWOLF OR 

SERIAL KILLER?: Today, 
we continue with a look 
at werewolves, although 
these stories from history 
are generally accepted as 
serial killers who tried to 
pass themselves off as a 
creature of legend.

In the early 1500’s in 
France, a man named 
Pierre Burgot claimed 
(in 1521 at his trial) that 
he met Michel Verdun, 
who convinced Burgot to 
accompany him to a meet-
ing of supposed warlocks 
and later grew beast-like 
fur over their bodies, 
and their hands and feet 
became clawed. History 
does show that the two 
went on a murderous 
rampage that gripped 
the French countryside 
of Besancon in terror. 
Legend has it some of the 
children they abducted 
were never found.

After the two alleged 
werewolves had been 
found guilty (which was 
easy, since they confessed 
to the crimes), they were 
burned alive on stakes.

Giles Garnier, known 
as the “Werewolf of 
Dole,” was anoth-
er sixteenth-century 
Frenchman who, accord-
ing to legend, turned into 
a wolf, killed children 
and ate them. He too was 
burned to death at the 
stake for his monstrous 
crimes.
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COOKIN’!

Up to 0% 
Interest 

Financing 
to Qualified 
Customers

Get ready for Winter with a new set of 
tires from 6V Sales and Service.  Up to 
$150 off with purchase of 4 select tires.  

Goodyear, Cooper, Firestone

Mon-Fri: 8am - 5pm

New Holiday Gift Items Arriving Daily!

Halloween events set 
throughout area

Halloween is almost 
here, and this year’s 
events are spread out 
over Friday and Saturday. 
Remember to wear a 
cloth mask (but not under 
a costume mask) and 
practice social distancing 
while enjoying the fun 
this weekend.

Friday
• Bradford Trunk or 

Treat events:
Anytime Fitness: 5 p.m. 

to 7 p.m. in the mall park-
ing lot (1001 E. Main St.)

Bradford YMCA: 
5:45 p.m. to 7 p.m. in 
YMCA parking lot (59 
Boylston St.)

CAMERON COUNTY
• Haunted House at 

the Emporium Moose 
Lodge, 6 — 10 p.m., $5 
entrance fee

POTTER COUNTY
• Terrifying Trail! 

At The Austin Dam 
Memorial Park, 7:30 — 
11 p.m.

Hosted by Austin 
PRIDE Committee, the 
trail offers a terrifying 
stroll through a section of 
the Austin Dam Memorial 
Park, complete with 
ghosts and ghouls lurk-
ing around each turn, in 
every shadow, to show 
you their scariest scares. 
Do you have what it takes 
to keep your eyes open 
and make it to the end 
of the trail? A Halloween 
themed movie will be 
projected on the Dam as 
well. Donuts, cider, hot 
chocolate and snacks 
available for purchase. 
Ticket sales will be locat-
ed at the Austin Dam 
Pavilion the nights of the 
event. CDC recommenda-
tions & State Guidelines 

Halloween events set throughout area
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Pumpkins and ghosts gather in this yard on Nichols Run, Limestone, N.Y. Events ...  page A-10

By FRAN DE LANCEY
delancey401@yahoo.com

SMETHPORT — The 
County Commissioners 
Association of 
Pennsylvania has rec-
ognized Bob Esch of 
Bradford with its Friend 
of County Government 
Award for his numer-
ous contributions in 
more than 20 years to 
improve county govern-
ment through initiatives 
and new programs that 
improve the lives of 
McKean County citizens.

In her letter nominat-
ing Esch for this honor, 
which she read Tuesday 
during the brief ceremony 
in the courthouse rotun-
da, County Commissioner 
Carol Duffy said, “He 
has demonstrated a con-
tinuous commitment to 
the county as well as the 
region not only by sup-
porting various priorities, 

but also as an individ-
ual who has generated 
community and local 
government support for 
the development of new 
programs and initiatives 

improving the quality of 
life for our citizens.”

Esch is a Navy veteran, 
serving from 1970-74.

Esch honored by CCAP 
for numerous contributions
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From left, McKean County commissioners Cliff Lane 
and Tom Kreiner pose with Bob Esch, honored 
with the County Commissioners Association of 
Pennsylvania with a Friend of County Government 
Award, and with commissioner Carol Duffy, who 
nominated Esch.

By BILL ROBERTSON 
Special to The Era

While writing my 
latest book, Ghosts 
Revisited, I traveled 
to 32 haunted sites 
in Pennsylvania and 
Western New York. By 
far, the creepiest place I 
toured was the Halton 
Baby Cemetery near 
Ridgway.

I first learned of this 
graveyard at a book 
signing I did last fall. 
Another vendor, who 
was a psychic, told 
me Halton’s history. 
The lady said that the 
village was booming 
at the turn of the 20th 
Century. Hugging the 
shore of the Clarion 
River, the town’s  
lumber industry was 
the mainstay of the 

region. That was 
until smallpox swept 
through the town in 
1908 and decimated its 
baby population. The 
children were buried 
on a hillside across the 
river.

The lady then told 
me about her excursion 
to Halton Cemetery. 
Upon her arrival, she 
was immediately aware 
of a malicious presence. 
Her psychic powers 
determined that it was 
the dead caretaker who 
watched over the souls 
of the children. The 
woman was freaked 
out by her encounter 
and hurried back to her 
car, only to find that it 
wouldn’t start. When 
she finally did get the 
engine to roll over, the 
caretaker followed her 
home!

After obtaining 
directions from the 
white-faced psychic, 
I was determined to 
visit Halton the next 
day and see it for 
myself. Discomforted 

A horror writer’s 
visit to the Halton 

Baby Cemetery
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Children in the area of the Halton Cemetery 
leave toys for the young tots who are said to 
haunt the century-old final resting place of chil-
dren lost in a smallpox epidemic.
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By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

As drought condi-
tions persist in the local 
area, Bradford residents 
may want to begin look-
ing at their water usage.

“We definitely want 
to urge people from a 
volunteer standpoint 
to conserve water, but 
it’s not being mandat-
ed,” said Steve Disney, 
executive director of 
the Bradford City Water 
Authority.

In the Tuna Valley, 
where water customers 
receive their supply 
from three large surface 
water reservoirs, the 
drought has not impact-
ed their supply the way 
it has for people who 
rely on wells or small 
springs.

Disney said they 
will keep watching the 
supply, noting that it’s 
possible Bradford water 
customers will be put on 
restrictions in the future 
if the situation doesn’t 
change.

He noted that, despite 

the rain the area has 
received the past few 
days, it has not helped 
very much, as “the 
quantity of rain just isn’t 
sufficient to help curb 
the deficiency yet.”

The Pennsylvania 
Department of 
Environmental 
Protection said that 
drought conditions con-
tinue in all four local 
counties and added 
one more Pennsylvania 
county to the state’s 
drought watch list on 
Wednesday.

This brings the 
drought watch list to 
30 counties, along with 
three more that are on 
drought warning. No 

counties are in a drought 
emergency.

McKean and Potter 
counties remain on 
drought watch — a con-
dition more serious than 
a drought warning — 
while Cameron and Elk 
counties remain on the 
drought warning list.

The DEP talked 
about how the differ-
ence between the two 
drought categories 
affects residents:

“In counties on 
drought warning, con-
sumers are asked to 
reduce their individual 
water use 10-15 percent, 
based on a statewide 
average of 62 gallons 

Local officials offer dry-
weather advice for residents
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