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READING 
MATERIAL: Author 
David Poyer, who has ties 
to Bradford, is receiving 
high praise for his newest 
work.

Poyer usually makes 
a visit to the area once a 
year. Some of his previ-
ous works are available 
for purchase at The Main 
Street Mercantile.

Publishers Weekly 
wrote a glowing review 
of Poyer’s Violent Peace, 
which is set for release 
Dec. 8, 2020.

The following is an 
excerpt from Publisher’s 
Weekly:

“In Poyer’s outstand-
ing 20th military action 
thriller featuring U.S. 
Navy officer Dan Lenson, 
the fifth focused on a 
near-future war in the 
Pacific, Lenson is back in 
the U.S. trying to find his 
daughter, Nan, who was 
working in Seattle on a 
cure for a virus known as 
the Chinese flu. The city 
was mostly obliterated by 
a megaton-range airburst, 
but he soon picks up a 
promising trail. “Poyer 
also follows the fortunes 
of various supporting 
characters his fans have 
come to care about, nota-
bly Lenson’s wife, Blair 
Titus; Cheryl Staurulakis, 
captain of the USN ship 
Savo Island; machine 
gunner Hector Ramos; 
and Navy Master Chief 
Theodore Harlett Oberg. 
Each story is unique, 
exciting, and often mov-
ing.”

The review finish-
es with the statement: 
“Evocative prose is a 
plus, and the ending 
opens new territory to 
explore in coming vol-
umes. This is a series like 
no other in the military 
thriller genre.”

The audiobook will be 
available on Audible on 
Thanksgiving Day.
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ELDRED — The Eldred 
World War II Museum has 
made its mission collect-
ing the stories of any and 
all World War II veterans 
for posterity. To date, 
the museum has almost 
4,000 personal accounts 
on record. Curator Steve 
Appleby regularly visits 
retirement homes within 
driving distance to see if 
anyone is willing to share 
their story. For some, it 
takes multiple visits and a 
bit of prodding before the 
words spill out.

A visit to the Robert 
Andersen Memorial 
Library, beyond the ini-
tial bookcases filled with 
books about the war, will 
show you shelves of three 
ring binders, some blue 
and some white — all 
protecting the individual 
accounts of World War 
II service for locals (and 
some not so local).

It’s hard to choose 

stories to share — and 
harder to reduce a per-
son’s experience in war 
to fit within the readable 
and reasonable guidelines 
for newsprint. Below are 
snippets of two veterans’ 
stories, both of whom 
experienced a bird’s eye 
view of the war.

Bombing from a B-24
Opening a thick white 

binder, the story of St. 
Marys native Clarence 
Wickett comes to life.

Wickett volunteered for 
the Army Air Corps and 

went to Basic Training in 
Miami Beach. However, 
he never completed basic 
training. Instead, Wickett 
took and passed the air-

craft mechanic test. He 
was then sent to Amarillo, 
Texas.

Wickett’s recounting of 
his experience explained 

that, once in Amarillo, “a 

buddy of mine talked me 

into joining the Cadets.”

World War II: Two veterans of the skies

Photo provided

Blimps required all hands on deck for both launch and landing during 
World War II.

Robert Searles
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By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

Wear a mask. Stay six 
feet apart. Sanitize. “It just 
may save the life of some-
one you love,” said Dr. Jill 
Owens, a family medicine 
physician in Bradford.

She, Bradford 
Area School District 
Superintendent Katharine 
Pude, Bradford Mayor 
James McDonald, 
Bradford City Police Chief 
Mike Ward and Blaisdell 
Foundation Executive 
Director Ron Orris joined 
forces to send a message 
to the community — 
COVID-19 must be taken 
seriously to keep the com-
munity safe.

Pude said the COVID 
cases being seen by the 
district are not coming 
from spread within the 
school buildings from stu-
dents or staff.

“Many of these are 
being traced back to 
innocent gatherings of 

friends and families 
where protective proto-
cols (masks and social 
distancing) are not being 

followed because par-
ticipants believe their 
friends and families to be 
virus free,” she explained. 

“Unfortunately, the virus 
doesn’t care who we 
love, and transmits itself 
quickly in these intimate 
groups.”

School officials are 
working hard to keep the 
schools open.

“For most of our 
students, in-person 
instruction is vital to their 
success as learners and 
so many experienced a 
period of regression when 
our schools closed early 
last March,” she said. “We 
also recognize how vitally 
important our services are 
to families as well, espe-
cially during this period 
of uncertainty.”

Being able to physical-
ly attend school is import-
ant for many reasons.

“Many parents rely 
on our schools for child-
care so that they can 
work outside the home, 
meals to lessen financial 
burdens, socialization, 
special education services, 
sports, and mental health 
services,” Pude said. “Not 

all are offerings that can 
be provided in an online 
platform.”

This is where the com-
munity can make a differ-
ence.

“Going forward, we 
need to be careful and 
make smarter choices as 
individuals to make sure 
that the impact that this 
virus is having on our 
community is mitigated,” 
said McDonald. “The situ-
ation has come to a point 
where our school system 
is teetering on the edge of 
whether it can safely offer 
in-person education to 
our students or if it must 
move to remote learning.

“No one wants to be 
the reason that more cases 
pop up locally and inad-
vertently get our schools 
shut down. Myself includ-
ed,” he said. “We can 
all do a little better and 
maybe it will be enough 
to stem the tide on the 
rising cases we’ve been 

Community leaders caution public 
to take COVID-19 seriously

EMPORIUM — Several 
big changes are coming 
to Christmas in the Wilds 
in December, some due 
to COVID-19 restrictions 
and others inspired by 
suggestions coming from 
the public.

The largest change 
coming this year is the 
fact that the event has 
been switched to the first 
weekend of December 
instead of the second 
weekend.

“With the PA Game 
Commission adding 
Sunday hunting, it gives 
those taking to the woods 
three full weekends to 
come home with a deer,” 
read a Cameron County 
Chamber of Commerce 
press release. “The cham-
ber board noted this gave 
the opportunity to take 
the middle weekend to 

Leaders ...  page A-8

Christmas in the Wilds set

Era file photo

Santa’s reindeer visited with children in downtown Emporium during the 2018 Christmas in the Wilds. 
Organizers for the 2020 event have announced some changes in order to keep everyone safe. Wilds ...  page A-8


