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USS BOSTON: In honor 
of Veterans Day, we’re sharing 
the story of one of Bradford’s 
own veterans.

Dick Freeman passed 
along the details of the ship 
he served on during World 
War II, which he refers to 
as “The Saga of the USS 
Boston CA69.”

The ship has quite a his-
tory.

The story goes, “A local 
native, Alex (Dick) Freeman, 
upon reaching the age of 
17, after his basic training 
at Sampson, N.Y., joined 
the USS Boston which was 
operating in the South Pacific 
waters. The ship saw its major 
share of air and surface battles, 
including Iwo Jima and the 
Battle of the Philippines. She 
was also caught up in a very 
serious typhoon which caused 
several destroyers to capsize 
with a loss of several lives.

“After the war ended, 
the Boston sailed into Tokyo 
Bay where she witnessed 
the signing of the end of 
war ceremony on the USS 
Missouri.

“The Boston was then 
assigned to inspect and secure 
the demolition of the Japanese 
coastal defenses which 
included hundreds of suicide 
boats and midget submarines. 
Later that year she returned to 
Bremerton, WA where she was 
put into mothballs for future 
use in case of another war. She 
was recommissioned when the 
Vietnam War began.”

Dick has collected memo-
rabilia about the ship over 
the years, including an 
antique clothbound book 
filled with photographs 
related to the USS Boston 
and a book titled “Baked 
Beans: Life Aboard USS 
Boston CA-69” Volume 2. 
“Baked Beans” includes tid-
bits from diaries, “BeanPot” 
newsletters, captain’s logs 
and more.

He even had an Era clip-
ping with a photo of a model 
of the USS Boston (CAG-I) 
owned by Gerald E. and 
Esther Kerk of Wellsville, 
N.Y.

According to informa-
tion Dick provided from 
Wikipedia, the USS Boston 
“was the sixth ship of the 
United States Navy to be 
named for the U.S. city of 
Boston, Massachusetts.” It 
was launched Aug. 26, 1942, 
by Bethlehem Steel Co.’s Fore 
River Shipyard, the submitted 
information states.

By the way, we’re told 
Dick will be turning 90 years 
old in 2017.
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“It’s hard to give exact names of unsung 
heroes only because there are so many that do 
thankless jobs and spend endless hours to ‘get 
the job’ done on projects and events that each 
one does out of respect and pride for the real 
heroes — veterans.”

According to Amy Peterson, Frances 
Sherman VFW Auxiliary president, many 
of these “unsung heroes” are part of veter-
ans’ clubs and organizations throughout the 
Bradford community. They are people who 
organize events that celebrate veterans, people 
who often go unnoticed for their sacrifices and 
service to the community and its servicemen 
and women.

Among them is Peterson, herself.
“I, personally, joined under my father, 

David Maben; he and my uncles were all life 

members of the Auxiliary, each of which held 
various offices,” Peterson told The Era. “I 
literally grew up in the VFW family. I was 
taught very early that our veterans meant 
something, fought for something and therefore 
deserve the utmost respect.”

When she joined over 20 years ago, 
Peterson’s mother, Reba, was auxiliary presi-
dent.

Unsung 
heroes of 

local veterans’ 
organizations
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“My wife was so close to death.”
Dr. Dennis Faucher’s wife 

Debra, a nurse anesthetist at 
Bradford Regional Medical Center, 
allegedly entered the Foster Brook 
Walmart with a gun Monday night. 
After a brief standoff with police, 
she was peacefully taken into cus-
tody.

Dennis Faucher reached out 
to The Era Thursday to share 
his appreciation for the Foster 
Township Police’s professional 
response — and to say some seri-
ous workplace issues led his wife to 
make what could have been a fatal 
decision.

His wife is employed by 
Gulfstream Anesthesia Consultants 
in Florida, and works at BRMC as 
a contracted employee.

“This past week the situation 
seemed to escalate,” Faucher said 
of his wife’s workplace issue. His 

Dr. Faucher: 
‘Police 
saved my 
wife’s life’

Era photo by Francie Long
On Thursday, Bradford City Mayor Tom 
Riel, U.S. Rep. Glenn Thompson, R-Pa., 
and Sara Andrews, executive director of 
the Office of Economic and Community 
Development, tour a new home built in 
the Second Ward neighborhood improve-
ment project area. Thompson made sev-
eral stops throughout the county.

By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
Era Associate Editor
marcie@bradfordera.com

U.S. Congressman Glenn Thompson, 
R-Pa., spent some time at schools in McKean 
County on Thursday, and fielded some ques-
tions about the topic on everyone’s minds — 
President-elect Donald Trump.

“All I hear, including from the kids, is opti-
mism and expectations,” Thompson told The 

Era. “None of this that we’re seeking in differ-
ent cities, with people burning the American 
flag and acting like thugs. It’s so inappropri-
ate. Shame on them.”

The congressman discussed the election, 
saying a look at the map of the areas with 
Trump supporters shows an important mes-
sage — “The people of rural America have 
had enough.”

Thompson said, “We’ve had enough of 
being taken for granted. We’ve had enough of 
being abused, being manipulated through big 
government regulations.”

Rural Americans “stood up on election day 
and made a change. It’s a change I welcome 
and embrace. I am looking forward. I’ve got 
a lot of legislation I’ve worked on that now 
may have some hope of having a presidential 
signature on it.”

Regarding Trump himself, Thompson men-
tioned to his “volatile comments,” but said 
he’s still optimistic that the billionaire busi-
nessman can be a good leader.

“Do I like the things he said? No,” he said. 
“I’m looking for action. There’s no perfect 
human being. He’s not perfect, by far. His 
leadership style, his commitment to advance 

Thompson visits McKean County

Era photo by Fran DeLancey
Port Allegany Borough Manager Bob Veilleux,  left, 
explains his plan for solving the problem of water drain-
age on Ransom Street to Kerry Fetter, chairman of the 
McKean County Conservation District. In the middle is 
Sandy Thompson, manager for the conservation district.

By FRAN De LANCEY
Era Correspondent
delancey401@yahoo.com

PORT ALLEGANY –– Officials 
of the McKean County Conservation 
District on Thursday afternoon con-
ducted the agency’s annual Best 
Management Practices Tour in Port 
Allegany that highlights several recent 
projects and workings of the district. 

The first stop was the Steve Bonser 
farm, which is located on both sides of 
Lillibridge Creek, which is an impaired 
watershed, meaning it doesn’t meet 
certain water quality standards accord-
ing to its intended use.

Recently,  the district has conducted 
several projects on this and nearby 
farms to improve the stream and even-
tually have it removed from the state’s 
impaired waterways list.

When the streambank stabilization 
project began in 2012, chunks of the 
pasture were falling into the creek. 

“Our first step was to the install 40 
log deflectors, and this was followed 
by fencing and a riparian buffer,” said 
Heather McKean, the district’s water-
shed specialist.

Trees were planted inside the fenc-
ing for a quicker return to nature, she 
said. 

Conservation District 
takes road trip Thursday

Era file photo
Veterans Day services will be held 
throughout the region today, a day 
which pays tribute to all American vet-
erans, living or dead.

(See CONSERVATION, Page 12)

By JULIE PACE
AP White House 
Correspondent

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President-elect Donald Trump took 
a triumphant tour of the nation’s 
capital Thursday, holding a cor-
dial White House meeting with 
President Barack Obama, sketching 
out priorities with Republican con-
gressional leaders and taking in the 
majestic view from where he’ll be 

sworn in to office.
Trump’s meeting with Obama 

spanned 90 minutes, longer than 
originally scheduled. Obama said 
he was “encouraged” by Trump’s 
willingness to work with his team 
during the transition of power, and 
the Republican called the president 
a “very good man.”

“I very much look forward to 
dealing with the president in the 
future, including his counsel,” 

Trump said from the Oval Office. 
He’ll begin occupying the office on 
Jan. 20.

While Trump noted that he and 
Obama had never met before, their 
political histories will forever be 
linked. Trump spent years per-
petrating the lie that Obama was 
born outside the United States. The 
president campaigned aggressive-
ly against Trump during the 2016 
campaign, warning that his election 

would put the republic at risk.
But at least publicly, the two 

men appeared to put aside their ani-
mosity. As the meeting concluded 
and journalists scrambled out of the 
Oval Office, Obama smiled at his 
successor and explained the unfold-
ing scene.

“We now are going to want to 
do everything we can to help you 
succeed because if you succeed the 

Trump comes to Washington: Tour for the victor

(See FAUCHER, Page 12)

Local Veterans Day 
events/ A-2, A-3 and A-4

(See VETERANS, Page 10)
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Fields questions about election, Trump


