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APPLES: It’s officially 
apple season! Here are 
some popular apples in 
the United States, when 
they’re in season and the 
best way to use them.

-Gala: In season 
mid-August to late 
October/sweet in flavor. 
Best for cider or to eat 
raw.

-Honeycrisp: In sea-
son mid-August to late 
September/sweet and tart 
in flavor. Best for baking, 
cider or to eat raw.

-Empire: In season late 
August to mid-October/
sweet in flavor. Best for 
baking and to eat raw.

-Jonathan: In sea-
son early September to 
mid-November/tart in 
flavor. Best for baking.

-Cortland: In sea-
son early September to 
mid-November/sweet in 
flavor. Best for baking, 
cider and applesauce.

-Red Delicious: In 
season mid-September 
to mid-November/sweet 
in flavor. Best for salads, 
garnish and to eat raw.

-Jonagold: In sea-
son mid-September to 
mid-November/sweet 
in flavor. Best for apple-
sauce.

Looking for the perfect 
fall recipe? Try this apple 
pumpkin muffin recipe.

Ingredients:
2-1/2 cups all-purpose 

flour
2 cups sugar
1 teaspoon baking 

soda
1 teaspoon ground cin-

namon
1/2 teaspoon ground 

ginger
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon ground 

nutmeg
2 eggs
1 cup canned pumpkin
1/2 cup vegetable oil
2 cups finely chopped 

peeled tart apples
Directions: In a large 

bowl, combine the first 
seven ingredients. In a 
small bowl, combine eggs, 
pumpkin and oil; stir into 
dry ingredients just until 
moistened. Fold in apples. 
Fill greased or paper-lined 
muffin cups two-thirds 
full. Bake at 350° for 30-35 
minutes or until muffins 
test done. Cool for 10 
minutes before removing 
from pan.

Nutrition Facts: 1 muf-
fin: 221 calories, 7g fat 
(1g saturated fat), 24mg 
cholesterol, 143mg sodi-
um, 38g carbohydrate 
(24g sugars, 1g fiber), 3g 
protein.

(recipe from http://
tasteofhome.com)
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By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

A local black bear went on an 
adventure at a new place on Thursday: 
middle school.

The unexpected visitor stopped 
at 8:54 p.m. Thursday night at Floyd 
C. Fretz Middle School, forcing his 
way into the school and taking a look 
around before returning to the out-
doors.

Only the custodians were there 
at that time of night, said Bradford 
Superintendent Katharine Pude.

“The bear charged the door at full 
speed and managed to hit the window 
frame with enough force to pop out the 
frame and window,” Pude said.

As far as why the bear wanted in, 
she explained they are assuming it saw 
its reflection.

“The bear is seen on video walking 
through the hallway and looking in 
doors, when it suddenly appears to see 
its reflection again in the office win-
dows, does an abrupt turn and runs 
right back out the way he came in!” she 
said.

Trouble bruin: Bear 

breaks into Fretz Middle School
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A black bear walks the lobby of Floyd C. Fretz Middle School on Thursday night. Bear ...  page A-10

By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

There’s been a change in leader-
ship at the Bradford Area Chamber of 
Commerce.

Kara Kennedy, who had served as 
executive director for several years, is 
no longer with the chamber.

In a statement released Tuesday, 
chamber board president Anita Dolan 
made no mention of Kennedy at 
all. When asked by The Era, Dolan 
confirmed, but did not elaborate on 
Kennedy’s departure. She said only 
this: “We wish her all the best for the 
future.”

Dolan said Shane Oschman has been 
hired as a consultant on an interim 
basis while the chamber board seeks to 
hire an executive director.

For her part, Kennedy said she is 
proud of the role she played in the 
growth of the chamber during her ten-
ure with the agency.

“Nearly ten years have passed 
since I joined the chamber, first as the 
event coordinator, and then for almost 
four years as the executive director,” 
Kennedy said. “In that time, the cham-
ber’s membership, events, publications, 
and services have grown and changed 
in many ways, and I am proud of the 
role I played in that development, 
along with the various collaborations 
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This butterfly stops to sip nectar from flowers in the new garden near the parking lot for 
the Visitors’ Center at Kinzua Bridge State Park over the weekend. 

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Construction season, as 
some call it, is at an end. 
Fall has arrived, yet crews 
remain hard at work on 
Main Street in Bradford.

The first phase of the 
downtown streetscape 
project is well on its way 
to completion, with one 
notable exception, accord-
ing to officials.

“Work is progressing 
satisfactorily. We antic-
ipate that the majority 
of the streetscape work 
will be completed during 
this construction year 
(weather permitting),” 
said Sara Andrews, 
executive director of 
the Office of Economic 
and Community 
Development. “There has 
been a delay in the deliv-
ery of traffic signal mast 
arms until January, so 
work involving the instal-
lation of the new traffic 
signals will be delayed 

Main Street progress on track, 
traffic signals delayed to 2020

Era photo by Anthony Sambrotto

The area in front of Northwest Bank on Main Street of Bradford, part of the Main Street streetscape project, 
is on track to be finished this year. Streetscape ...  page A-10
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