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EARTH DAY: In honor 
of Earth Day today, below 
are some fun ways to cel-
ebrate and do something 
earth-friendly at the same 
time.

An old favorite, the 
bird feeder: With a pine 
cone, peanut butter and 
bird seed, you can make 
a feeder that will be pop-
ular with all your winged 
friends.

Carefully spread pea-
nut butter on the pine 
cone, then sprinkle bird 
seed to coat.

Don’t forget the rope 
or yarn to hang it with. 
Find a spot in your yard 
where you can watch the 
birds from a window.

Upcycle a cardboard 
box: use the box as the 
board and create a new 
board game. You can even 
make it Earth-themed or 
at least use rocks as the 
game pieces to make it 
more eco-friendly.

Hang on to your bottle 
caps: Save the caps from 
bottles and cut shapes 
out of foam. Glue them 
to the flat surface of the 
cap, leave them to dry for 
a few hours, and the kids 
can use paint or ink pads 
to transfer the stamp to 
paper. If you really want 
to add some fun, make 
your own paper.

For a tutorial on mak-
ing paper, visit https://
tinkerlab.com/how-to-
make-paper/.

FACTS: Earth Day 
was inspired by Vietnam 
war protestors and 
began in 1970, initiated 
by Wisconsin Senator 
Gaylord Nelson.

Denis Hayes, who 
worked with Nelson 
and is the one whose 
drive made Earth Day 
an international event, 
helped Nelson choose 
April 22 as a day that 
would appeal to college 
students, because it falls 
between Spring Break 
and final exams.

The Earth Day 
Movement led to 
the creation of the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency, which was 
accomplished by 
President Richard Nixon 
in 1970.

Today’s Weather

Mixed Showers /A-10
Contact The Era at:

Business 
office/814-368-3173

Newsroom/814-362-6531
news@bradfordera.com

Follow us on:

By CHRISTINE HOLTZ
erachristineh@gmail.com

Residents of 
Bradford will remember 
the original Stink Fest, 
complete with outhouse 
races and Mr. Farrell’s 
leek sausage. Sadly, the 
event was cancelled in 
2018 due to a lack of 
funding.

Leek lovers every-
where can rejoice 
though, as the Asbury 
United Methodist 
Church will be bringing 
back a mini version of 
the event this year.

The inaugural Mini 
Stink Fest will be 
held from 9 a.m. until 
4 p.m. on May 1st at 

the Asbury United 
Methodist Church, 385 
E. Main St.

The event will host 
a variety of vendors 
and crafters, with Brick 
Oven Pizza making 
leek dip pizza and a 
leek sausage pizza with 
the famous Mr. Farrell’s 
sausage. Additionally, 
there will be whole pies 
and cakes for sale, cot-
ton candy, leek dip, free 
kids games and a booth 
selling Mr. Farrell’s 
sausage.

A Chinese auction 
will also be held, which 
a variety of places 
have donated gift 

Inaugural Mini 
Stink Fest slated 

for May 1st
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Wednesday’s snow showers covered flowers and a barn in Bradford Township, 
and lightly blanketed other parts of the region. The spring precipitation, also 
referred to as “onion snow” by old-timers, is expected to be gone by the week-
end, with warmer temperatures forecast.

By KATE DAY SAGER
Era Reporter

As Lyndsey Niegowski gathered 
up a couple of kittens to take out to 
the main foyer of the McKean County 
SPCA, she spoke of how the little 
felines had been abandoned in a barn 
before they were found and brought to 
the shelter.

On Wednesday, Niegowski, cat staff 
supervisor at the Glenwood Avenue 
shelter in Bradford, spoke of the var-
ious needs at the facility that include 
kitten formula, dog food, funds — and 
volunteers.

“We could use a lot of kitten for-
mula,” Niegowski said, explaining the 
formula is needed for a number of kit-
tens recently brought to the shelter. The 
formula can be purchased at Walmart, 
Tractor Supply Co. or online, which can 
be directly shipped to the shelter.

“We have quite a few kittens at the 
moment,” Niegowski continued. “We 
had a couple of pregnant (cats) come in 
and we have a couple that are nursing.”

In addition, four kittens that were 
orphaned and found in the barn had to 
be bottle-fed.

“Somebody called us and said they 

Volunteers, donations and 
adoptions always welcome at the SPCA
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Lyndsey Niegowski, cat staff supervisor at the McKean County SPCA in Bradford, has a little 
fun with a couple of shelter kittens that will eventually need loving families. Currently, the staff 
needs kitten formula, among other items and funds at the shelter located on Glenwood Avenue.
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By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

The nation watched 
Tuesday evening as Derek 
Chauvin was convicted 
in the death of George 
Floyd.

However, the former 
Minneapolis police offi-
cer does not represent 
the way all law enforce-
ment handle the chal-
lenging scenarios they 
often find themselves 
in, according to McKean 
County District Attorney 
Stephanie Vettenburg-
Shaffer.

Shaffer explained that 
local law enforcement 
are taught to de-escalate 
situations and have rules 
regarding how to restrain 
someone safely.

“Most local depart-
ments have a policy that 
prohibit choke holds or 
other forms of restraint 

that impede breathing,” 
she noted.

In fact, local officers 
were angry at Chauvin’s 
actions, she said.

“Some citizens violate 
the law and this defen-
dant did. By recognizing 
that he did, we also rec-
ognize that he is not the 
face of law enforcement,” 
Shaffer explained.

“Our local departments 

DA: Chauvin 
‘not the face of 

law enforcement’

VETTENBURG-SHAFFER

By AMY FORLITI, 
STEVE KARNOWSKI
and MOHAMED IBRAHIM 
Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) 
— "One down, three 
to go!" went the chant 
just minutes after Derek 
Chauvin was convicted in 
George Floyd's death — a 
reference to three more 
fired officers who are 
awaiting trial. 

While the verdict was 
celebrated by activists and 
brought a sense of relief, 
talk soon turned to ambi-
tions for greater change 
outside the courtroom.

Activists, Floyd's 
family members and 
some public officials said 
Chauvin's convictions on 
murder and manslaughter 
charges were just a start, 
and they will continue to 
push for systemic change 
in policing in Minneapolis 
and beyond.

"We need true justice," 
Attorney General Keith 
Ellison, who led the team 

that prosecuted Chauvin, 
said after Tuesday's 
verdict. "That is a social 
transformation that says 
that nobody's beneath the 
law, and no one is above 
it."

But transformation 
looks different to  

different people. Some 
activists support efforts 
to "defund" police depart-
ments, while others call 
for less dramatic change. 
Some actually want more 
police officers, not fewer.

Armando L. Sanchez/TNS phoro

From center, Cate Readling holds a sign while gath-
ering with other activists in the Loop after former 
Minneapolis Police Officer Derek Chauvin was con-
victed of the murder and manslaughter of George 
Floyd on April 20, 2021, in Chicago.

Activists hope Chauvin 
convictions are start to real change
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