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OPPOSITE: Kevin 
Abbott gave us a call 
about a wooly bear cater-
pillar he saw that contra-
dicts the one seen by John 
DePetro.

“I saw one crawling 
across my living room 
carpet,” Kevin said. “I 
don’t know if I carried it 
in on my clothes or what.

“But this one was 
completely black. I’d 
never seen one like that 
before. When I touched 
it, it curled up like they 
always do.”

He took it outside and 
released it. And then he 
read RTS about another 
caterpillar with just a little 
bit of black.

“That’s a little different 
than my little friend,” 
Kevin said. “I don’t know 
if he knows something we 
don’t, like it’s supposed 
to be really cold or what.”

In a state where 
insects and animals are 
among the trusted weath-
ermen, we don’t know 
who to believe, either.

The National Weather 
Service — not always the 
best predictor of weather 
either, really — says the 
caterpillar’s coloring is 
an indication of age, not 
weather.

“Even though it is 
widely believed that the 
woolly bear caterpillar 
can predict the upcoming 
winter’s severity, the truth 
is that this caterpillar 
can’t predict what Old 
Man Winter has in store 
for us in the upcoming 
winter,” the weather ser-
vice says. “The woolly 
bear caterpillar’s coloring 
is based on how long the 
caterpillar has been feed-
ing, its age, and species. 
The better the growing 
season is, the bigger it 
will grow. This results 
in narrower red-orange 
bands in its middle. Thus, 
the width of the band-
ing is an indicator of the 
current or past season’s 
growth rather than an 
indicator of the severity 
of the upcoming winter. 
Also, the coloring indi-
cates the age of the wool-
ly bear caterpillar.”
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Bear season is under-
way in Pennsylvania, and 
New York has both deer 
and bear season open. 
Hunters are returning to 
the area in higher num-
bers than last year, but 
they aren’t quite back to 
the average.

General Manager Matt 
Frank of the Best Western 
Plus Bradford Inn con-
firmed the establishment 
is hosting hunters for the 
New York deer season, as 
well as the Pennsylvania 
bear and deer seasons.

“Our reservation level 
is better than last year but 
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Pennsylvania’s firearms deer season begins Saturday

The 54th Annual 
Big Buck Contest at the 
Mount Jewett Sportsmen’s 
Club will be held on 
Saturday.

Food by the Mount 
Jewett Swedish Festival 
Committee will be served 
at 5 p.m. Buck entries will 
start to be scored at 6 p.m. 

and will be accepted until 
8:30 p.m., with winners 
announced at 9 p.m.

All entries will be 
scored using the Boone 
and Crockett style scoring 
system.

New this year is the 
opportunity for all hunt-
ers who enter to win an 

in-line muzzleloader. 
McKAN Trucking and 
Snowy Whitetail Truck 
And Trailer Repair pro-
vided a Traditions In-Line 
Muzzleloader, and each 
hunter with a buck in 
the contest will receive 
a chance on the muzzle-
loader. Prizes are also 

being awarded for the 
Adult Division and Junior 
Division.

Meanwhile, the Kinzua 
Quality Deer Cooperative 
(KQDC) announces they 
will be offering free infor-
mation on hunting on the 
KQDC at the deer check 
station on State Route 

59 in Marshburg. The 
information available will 
include:

— Maps of the road 
system within the KQDC;

— Maps of the DMAP 
areas within the KQDC;

— Maps of estimated 

Saturday competition, info available
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Sean Hvizdzak has 
been temporarily sus-
pended from practicing 
law, according to the 
Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court.

In an order issued 
Wednesday, Hvizdzak, 
35, of St. Marys, had 
his law license tempo-
rarily suspended under 
Rule 208(f). This rule 
refers to misappropria-
tion of funds or “other 

egregious conduct” in 
violation of disciplinary 
rules, according to the 
Pennsylvania Rules of 
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Bradford City 
Administrator 
Chris Lucco, on 
the ladder, and 
Shane Oschman, 
executive direc-
tor of the Office 
of Economic 
and Community 
Development, vol-
unteered to hang 
Christmas lights 
on Main Street on 
Wednesday.
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Bradford City Water 
Authority is moving 
ahead on a lead abate-
ment project, and is 
developing a list of poten-
tial projects in hopes of 
securing funds from the 
recently passed federal 
infrastructure bill and 
stimulus funds.

At the meeting 
Wednesday, Water 
Authority Executive 
Director Steve Disney 
explained that Bankson 
Engineers is reviewing 
topographical surveying 
of water line replacements 
and formulating a bid 
specification for the lead 
abatement project. The 
authority was award-
ed $8.52 million in July 
for the project through 

PENNVEST.
“A tentative schedule 

for the project includes 
going out to bid in 
December 2021, open-
ing and awarding bids 
in late January 2022, all 
executed contracts, bonds 
and insurance completed 
by late February 2022, 
PENNVEST closing date 
of March 22, 2022, con-
struction commencement 
in April 2022 and com-
pletion anticipated in late 
2022,” Disney explained.

He explained, too, 
that the authority has 
received communication 
regarding the infrastruc-
ture bill and stimulus 
funding. He said, “$1.5 
billion over five years for 
Pennsylvania Drinking 
Water projects” is includ-
ed in the funding. “It 
appears funds will be 
handled by PENNVEST. 

The authority is working 
with Bankson Engineers 
to develop proposed proj-
ects.”

Potential projects could 
include improvements to 
the water treatment plant 
and to the distribution 
system.

Disney offered updates 
on current projects during 
the meeting.

He said Bankson is 
continuing to work on 
record drawings for the 
new 24-inch transmission 
main. The drawings are 
based on contractors’ 
drawings and inspectors’ 
records. “Once completed, 
record drawings and files 
for the Water Authority’s 
GIS system will be pro-
vided,” Disney explained.

Regarding the Kenmar 
Acres project, Disney said 
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SMETHPORT — The 
McKean County commis-
sioners at Wednesday’s 
meeting approved a bid 
for work on the rear park-
ing area at the courthouse.

The bid went to Bob 
Cummins Construction of 
Bradford with a low bid 
of $156,700 with an alter-
nate of $7,300.

The project is to add 
drainage to secure the 
wall adjacent to the 
courthouse, replace the 
sidewalk and to pave in 
the parking spaces. The 
alternate bid would be 
included in the project 
if Smethport Borough 
were to pave King Street 
behind the courthouse.

Also at the meet-

ing, the commissioners 
appointed Rick Fry, 
the county’s plan-
ning director, to the 
board of the North 
Central Pennsylvania 
Regional Planning 
and Development 
Commission for a three-
year term.

Greg Bell was appoint-
ed to the McKean County 
Conservation District 
board for a four-year 
term. Commissioner Cliff 
Lane made the motion, 
saying, “We had some 
very good candidates 
interested.”

Bell has been involved 
with the conservation dis-
trict for a long time, Lane 
said. The motion was 
approved unanimously.

In other matters, the 
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