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STORE: Most longtime 
McKean County residents 
will remember “America’s 
First Christmas Store,” 
located at 101 W. Main 
St. in Smethport. Here is 
a story about how one 
man’s hobby became a 
part of Christmas history, 
creating many cherished 
memories.

Smethport native 
Leonard Brynolf 
Johnson, owner of 
Johnson Pharmacy, 
began making wood-
en Christmas displays 
for his own home as a 
hobby. His neighbors 
and others started taking 
notice and began making 
special requests. Johnson 
would fill prescriptions 
during the day and dil-
igently construct and 
paint displays at night.

With orders increasing, 
Johnson expanded his 
displays to the building 
next to his pharmacy in 
1935. Originally named 
“The Christmas Store,” 
his decorations began sell-
ing year-round, attracting 
buyers from several states 
away. He eventually hired 
artist Herbert W. Johnson 
(of no relation) to do most 
of the artwork due to the 
high demand.

Displays began to sell 
internationally and were 
featured in some high 
profile locations, includ-
ing the lawns of Ozzie 
and Harriet Nelson, 
Frank Sinatra and even 
the NATO headquarters 
in Naples, Italy. By the 
mid-1940s, the business 
expanded to include six 
workers and three sales 
representatives. Johnson 
owned the business 
until he sold it to Bob 
and Connie Lovell in 
1980, one year before he 
passed away.

After research-
ing the history of the 
Christmas industry, the 
Lovells renamed the 
store to “America’s First 
Christmas Store.” They 
expanded the inventory 
to include a wide variety 
of collectible items and 
created themed Christmas 
rooms. Though inventory 
was typically comprised 
of merchandise import-
ed from the far east, the 
business still focused on 
selling unique, quality 
Christmas themed items 
year-round.

The Lovells sold the 
business to Greg and Dee 
Buchanan in 1998, where 
they increased the inven-
tory even further, includ-
ing new displays and 
40 Christmas trees with 
different themes. In 2015, 
the Buchanans reluctantly 
closed the establishment 
because they wanted to 
spend more time with 
their then 12 year-old son.

The city hoped to 
keep the storefront the 
same until another buyer 
was found, though sadly 
this never happened. 
Since it’s closing, several 
other businesses have 
inhabited the building, 
most recently the Hubber 
Cafe.
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The annual campaigns for the United Way of the 
Bradford Area are wrapping up but there is still time 
to make your pledge and Invest In Your Community.

The United Way of the Bradford Area Inc. runs 
campaigna in Bradford, Port Allegany and Smethport. 
The funds raised are distributed to non-profits serving 
these three communities we all call home. Making a 
donation to the United Way of the Bradford Area Inc. 
should be seen as making a contribution to your com-
munity because those dollars reach far and wide mak-
ing a lasting impact on the lives of our family, friends 
and neighbors.

The campaign team, staff and board of the directors 
of the United Way of the Bradford Area, Inc. are proud 
of the work that has been done. The current stand-
ing of each campaign is as follows; Bradford 74%, 
Smethport 61% and Port Allegany 80%; there is still 
work to be done. Help your community reach their 
goal to ensure our partner agencies will be able to 
continue their tremendous work in the coming year.

Contact the United Way office located at 161 Main 
Street at 814.368.6181 to donate. The United Way of 
the Bradford Area Inc. will continue solicitation efforts 
through Dec. 15th, and will then use the time until 
Jan. 5th to make follow-ups and conclude the cam-
paign.

More information regarding the United Way of the 
Bradford Area Inc. can be found at www.uwbanews.
org.

United Way campaign wrapping up

The campaign team of the United Way, from left, chair Christy Graham, and cab-
inet members Jennifer Fitton and Kendra Pantuso, pose with the Bradford cam-
paign thermometer at Northwest Bank on West Washington Street.

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

The Pennsylvania 
Department of 
Environmental Protection 
is still keeping the boil 
water advisory for cus-
tomers of the Bradford 
City Water Authority in 
place until at least this 
afternoon.

Members of the 
Bradford City Water 
Authority talked about 
the advisory with 
some frustration at 
Wednesday’s regular 
meeting.

Executive director 
Steve Disney explained 
the DEP put the advisory 
in place as a precau-
tionary measure, and it 
follows the DEP’s guide-
lines.

However, he added, 
“This has been a tremen-
dous burden on the com-
munity. Some would say 
undue.”

The advisory was put 
in place Thursday eve-
ning after a chemical feed 
pump at the Bradford 

water treatment plant 
malfunctioned. The mal-
function caused turbidity 
levels to rise above nor-
mal levels, and the DEP 
wanted all the water that 
was coming through at 
the time to make its way 
through the system before 
lifting the advisory.

At Wednesday’s meet-
ing, Disney explained the 
authority has looked at 
various data, and, based 
on the results, said, “We 
believe there wasn’t a sin-
gle thing wrong with the 
water.”

Ron Orris, authority 
chairman, said, “I agree 
with that 100%” — a 
statement which prompt-
ed other board members 
to voice their agreement, 
too.

Disney said the author-
ity collected samples 
Monday, which were not 
official DEP samples, that 
gave optimistic results.

The authority was 
still awaiting results as 
of Wednesday’s meeting 
for 10 samples collected 

DEP still looking 
at today to 

lift boil water 
advisory

By CHRISTINE HOLTZ
erastaff.43@gmail.com

Enjoy an old fashioned 
Christmas complete with 
carolers and traditional 
holiday treats, while you 
shop for some last min-
ute gifts for your loved 
ones — or even a treat 
for yourself — from one 
of the many vendors at 
the 3rd annual Dickens 
Christmas event from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday 
at Marilyn Horne Hall, 2 
Marilyn Horne Way.

Attendees can come in 
from the cold to browse 
the variety of unique 
gifts, art, artisan crafts 
and more from vendors 
including Penny French’s 
Back Mountain Bears, 
Denise Drummond Fine 
Art, Fancy Leaf Designs, 
Sisterly Soap, Pysanky 
by Shandra, The Crafty 
Panther, JRO Crafts and 
Allegheny Fiber Arts.

“We will have the 
American Caroling 
Company, a professional 
acapella group based out 
of Buffalo, dressed in full 
Dickens costume singing 

Old Fashioned Dickens Christmas 
at Horne Museum Saturday
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The American Caroling Company sings to visitors at the Old Fashioned Dickens Christmas event in 2018 at 

Marilyn Horne Hall. Christmas ...  page A-10
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Mary Bean Campbell and her baby son, August, get a helping hand 
with dishing up a delicious meal of roast beef, ham, potatoes and all 
the fixings from staff member Martha Hurd during the Chapel Ridge 
assisted living facility’s annual Christmas dinner Wednesday for 
residents and family members. Chapel Ridge is part of the Bradford 
Ecumenical Home campus in Bradford.

Chapel Ridge serves 
Christmas dinner with all the fixings
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