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COSTUMES: What 
would you suppose is the 
most searched Halloween 
costume in Pennsylvania?

A recent study by 
AT&T said that clowns 
were popular this year 
in Pennsylvania, and in 
Oklahoma, Rhode Island 
and Washington state.

There were a few more 
traditional costumes that 
made the list, as angels 
were the costume of 
choice for web searchers 
in Ohio and Nevada. 
Dinosaurs were popular 
in Iowa, Missouri and 
Wyoming. And search-
ers in D.C., Kansas, 
Alaska, South Dakota and 
Wisconsin looked into 
mouse costumes.

Seven states had the 
Batman villain Harley 
Quinn as the most 
popular costume — 
Hawaii, Idaho, Indiana, 
Illinois, Nebraska, New 
Hampshire and New 
Mexico.

In New Jersey and 
North Carolina, Stephen 
King’s IT was the most 
popular costume search.

Pirates were the cos-
tume theme for Arizona, 
Colorado, Minnesota 
and Mississippi, while 
princess costumes were 
the rage in Kentucky, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, 
Texas and Virginia.

The perennial favor-
ite Spiderman was the 
top costume search in 
Arkansas, Connecticut, 
Florida, Georgia, North 
Dakota, Oregon, South 
Carolina, Tennessee and 
Vermont.

And five states found 
witches to be alluring 
costume choices — New 
York, Alabama, Delaware, 
Louisiana and Utah.

From Good 
Housekeeping, we found 
a list of the best pop cul-
ture costumes of 2020.

The recommendations 
include Carole Baskin, the 
cat-loving antagonist of 
Joe Exotic from the Netflix 
show Tiger King, Harley 
Quinn from the film Birds 
of Prey, Wonder Woman, 
Black Widow, a cat from 
the film Cats, or perhaps 
the Baby Shark family.

Also popular this year 
are the Sanderson sisters 
from the movie Hocus 
Pocus, Belle from Beauty 
and the Beast, a martial 
artist from Cobra Kai, 
and for kids, Supergirl, 
Glinda the Good Witch 
from the Wizard of Oz, 
Maui from the movie 
Moana, or Sally from 
The Nightmare Before 
Christmas.
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Now stocking Dickies Outerwear 

clothing.. featuring Flex fabric!
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Get ready for Winter with a new set of 
tires from 6V Sales and Service.  Up to 
$150 off with purchase of 4 select tires.  

Goodyear, Cooper, Firestone

Mon-Fri: 8am - 5pm
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Scarecrows and plenty of signage in front of this Euclid Avenue home warn visi-
tors to stay away.

Work on a railroad 
crossing on North 
Kendall Avenue in 
Bradford will make a 
closure necessary and a 
detour will be in place.

The Genesee & 
Wyoming/Buffalo & 
Pittsburgh Railroad will 
be completing work on 
the crossing halfway 
between U.S. Route 
219 and Main Street, 
near American Refining 
Group.

The closure will 
begin on Oct. 30 and 
last through Nov. 10. 
During the closure, a 
2 ½ mile detour using 
Route 4005 (Main 
Street/High Street), 
Route 346, and Route 
4013 (Seaward Avenue) 

will be in effect.
Work at the crossing 

will consist of surface 
removal, reconstruc-
tion, and replacement, 
sidewalk removal 
and replacement, and 
paving of the crossing 
surface. Work is expect-
ed to be complete by 
evening on Nov. 10. All 
work is weather and 
schedule dependent.

PennDOT reminds 
drivers to use caution 
around work zones, 
follow official detour 
signs, remain alert for 
railroad operators and 
equipment, approach 
railroad crossings with 
care, and to “Always 
expect a train.”
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By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Ryan Grimm, a 
Democrat, of St. Marys 
is running against Mike 
Armanini for state rep-
resentative for the 75th 
District, the seat to be 
vacated by State Rep. 
Matt Gabler in January 
2021.

Grimm’s campaign 
platform focuses on intel-
ligent use of taxpayer 
dollars, as he has stated in 
the past he is aware of the 
needs of families who live 
on limited means.

He also advocates for 
improving opportunity 
for housing and education 
for younger residents 
in order to maintain the 
area’s population. Grimm 
also hopes to help facil-
itate greater trade skills 
training efforts in order 
to create a workforce that 
“suits the needs of the 
community.”

A commitment to the 
environment and  

keeping the area’s forests 
and streams pristine for 
the benefit of those who 
live in the area as well as 
for tourism purposes is 
also high in Grimm’s pri-
orities. Grimm is an avid 
hunter and fisherman and 
enjoys time spent out-
doors.

Grimm lives in St. 
Marys with his wife, 
Taylor, and their dog, 
Gerty.

Grimm is a native of 
Cameron County. He 
attended Slippery Rock 

University and majored 
in environmental stud-
ies. Currently, Grimm 
works at the Elk County 
Conservation District as 
a resource conservation 
technician.

Due to his wife’s 
employment as a nurse, 
Grimm also supports 
enhancing counseling and 
rehabilitation services in 
Elk and Clearfield coun-
ties and supporting the 
aging population in the 
area.

Grimm has been 
attending events in 
DuBois, including one 
with the “Battle For The 
Soul Of The Nation” 
Biden/Harris Bus, and 
St. Marys, such as the 
recent Pro-Police rally and 
Falling Leaves Fundraiser.

He is endorsed by the 
Pennsylvania State Nurses 
Association, Sierra Club, 
United Steelworkers and 
the American Federation 
of Labor & Congress of 
Industrial Organizations.
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By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

The deadline to 
apply for The Era’s Less 
Fortunate (ELF) Fund 
Christmas gift program 
has been extended until 
Oct. 30.

The organization 
matches volunteer gift 
buyers in the commu-
nity with the Christmas 
wishes of needy chil-
dren and seniors in the 
Bradford Area School 
District.

The ELF Fund board 
decided to extend the 
deadline for one week 
because far fewer peo-
ple have applied so far 
this year than in past 
years.

The application 
process is different this 
year — there are no 
in-person application 
days due to the risk of 
COVID-19 — but there 
is help for anyone who 
is having trouble filling 
out the online applica-
tion.

The ELF Fund wants 
to make sure that all 
Bradford area children 
age 17 and younger and 
all seniors age 60 and 
older have something 
to open on Christmas 
morning. Recipients 
must fall within WIC 
guidelines to qualify.

For anyone who has 
had issues filling out an 
application — for any-
thing from lack of  

internet access to ques-
tions about an error 
message when filling 
out the form — there 
are a few ways to find 
help.

Visit https://app.
elffund.org to apply. 
Applicants will not 
receive any confirma-
tion after they submit 
the application. Only 
click on “Create” once.

For those who don’t 
have internet access, 
parents and seniors can 
call the Bradford Area 
Public Library to sched-
ule an appointment to 
use a computer there, 
or seniors can call the 
Greater Bradford Senior 
Activity Center for 
assistance.

Due to network 
security issues, some 
people have received 
errors when they tried 
to fill out the form. The 
errors should be fixed, 
but applicants can fol-
low these steps if they 
still experience issues: 
first, clear the browser 
history. Visit to app.
elffund.org. Internet 
Explorer users who get 
a message that states, 
“This site is not secure,” 
click on “more informa-
tion,” then choose to go 
on to the webpage. For 
Chrome users who get 
a message that states, 
“Your connection is 
not private,” clock on 
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By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

Don’t put your leaves 
in the street.

That’s the rule that 
Bradford City officials 
want residents to follow. 
And it’s not just in the 
name of keeping it tidy: 
yard waste gets stuck 
in the catch basins and 
causes flooding, explained 
Public Works Director 
Chip Comilla.

“With the onset of 
Fall, keeping storm water 
catch basin inlets free of 
leaves and other debris 
is essential to providing 
a properly functioning 
storm water collection 
system,” explained Steve 
Disney, interim executive 
director of the Bradford 
Sanitary Authority. “City 
refuse crews perform the 
collection of yard wastes, 
including leaves, on the 
day following the normal 
refuse routes.”

So, what can city 
residents do with their 
leaves?

“They can either bring 
them down to 112 Holley 
Ave. and drop them off 
in the area that we have 

designated for yard waste, 
inside the gate to the left, 
or they have to bag their 
leaves in clear plastic 
bags,” said Comilla.

For leaves that are 
bagged in clear plastic 
bags, the city will pick 
them up on the day after 
that resident’s garbage 
day, said Comilla. For 
example, if someone’s 
garbage is picked up 
Monday, their leaves will 
be picked up on Tuesday.

“Residents are remind-
ed, please do not deposit 
unbagged leaves into the 
streets or roadways, as 
this will create traffic haz-
ards and will clog storm 
catch basin inlets,” said 

Disney.
Comilla explained 

there are two different 
ordinances that people are 
violating when they incor-
rectly dispose of their 
yard waste in the street: 
one that says all yard 
waste must be bagged 
in clear plastic bags, and 
another that outlines the 
responsibility of keeping 
streets, alleys and gutters 
clear.

Disney reminded 
customers that Bradford 
Sanitary Authority offers 
a program to help keep 
storm catch basin inlets 
free of debris. Through 
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