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BICYCLE SAFETY 
MONTH: May is Bicycle 
Safety Month, and now is 
a good time to remember 
to be watchful of bicy-
clists.

While driving dropped 
in 2020 due to the pan-
demic, bicycling and 
e-bikes gained in popular-
ity – setting up a poten-
tially dangerous combi-
nation of more cyclists 
on the road as driving 
returns to pre-pandemic 
levels.

Nationally, bicy-
clists killed in crashes 
with vehicles increased 
36 percent from 2010 
to 2018 with most of 
them occurring among 
male riders 20 years 
and older, according to 
the U.S. Department of 
Transportation.

Additionally, more 
than 48,000 cyclists are 
injured in roadway crash-
es each year.

Between January and 
October 2020, bicycle 
sales increased 62% in the 
U.S. over the prior year, 
and e-bikes saw an even 
greater increase in sales – 
up 144% year over year, 
according to NPD group 
which monitors retail 
sales trends.

AAA East Central rec-
ommends the following 
tips to help drivers and 
cyclists share the road:

Motorists should: Stay 
alert. Yield to bicyclists 
when turning.

In bad weather, give 
bicyclists extra passing 
room, just as you would 
other motorists.

Make a visual check 
for bicyclists by checking 
mirrors and blind spots 
before entering or leav-
ing a lane of traffic.

Slow down and give 
at least 3 feet of clearance 
when passing.

NEVER honk your 
horn at a bicyclist—it 
could cause them to 
swerve into traffic or off 
the roadway and crash.

Always check for 
bicyclists before opening 
your car door.

Children on bicycles 
are often unpredictable—
expect the unexpected.

Bicyclists should be 
respectful and aware as 
well. Remember the fol-
lowing:

Ride on the roadway 
or shared pathways, rath-
er than on sidewalks.

Signal all turns.
Wear a bicycle helmet 

every time and on every 
ride. Nearly all bicyclists 
who died from a collision 
were not wearing helmets.

Be visible by wearing 
bright colors during the 
day, reflective gear in low 
light conditions, and use 
head and tail-lights at 
night.
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ERIE —The emotional and long-
term costs to victims are most often 
incalculable in cases of clergy sex 
abuse, but the abuse scandal has pro-
duced a dollar figure for victims in the 
Catholic Diocese of Erie: $31.35 million.

The 13-county diocese has spent 
that much investigating abuse case and 
making payments to victims, according 
to data released on Tuesday.

Erie Catholic Bishop Lawrence 
Persico provided the numbers as the 
diocese announced that it had made 
a total of $16.6 million in payments to 
abuse victims through the diocese’s 
compensation fund, launched in 
February 2019 in response to the devas-
tating August 2018 Pennsylvania attor-
ney general grand jury report on clergy 
sexual abuse of minors in the Roman 
Catholic Church statewide.

Persico said the fund made its 
final payments in March. The final 
payments closed out the program 
and further clarified how much the 
diocese has spent on clergy sex abuse 
cases. The rest of the spending was on 

Clergy abuse: Catholic Diocese of Erie fund 
pays $16.6M to victims; total costs: $31.35M
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The Catholic Diocese of Erie, with administrative offices at St. Mark Catholic Center in Erie, 
paid $16.6 million to clergy sex abuse victims who filed claims with the diocese’s compensation 
fund, Bishop Lawrence Persico said. Diocese ...  page A-4
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Children at School Street Elementary School ran off some of their energy in 
the school playground during Tuesday’s sunny, warm temperatures. More of 
the same weather has been forecast for the remainder of the week.

Fun outside the School Street classroom

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

Election officials in the 
Bradford area reported 
seeing an average turnout 
for a primary election.

“It was just a standard 
primary,” said Michelle 
Flynn, election judge in 
Bradford City’s Third 
Ward, First District. It was 
a “normal turnout for a 
primary,” she added.

At the polls, election 
workers experienced a 
couple of glitches but 
nothing that couldn’t 
be overcome, according 
to Lisa Pratt, McKean 
County director of elec-
tions.

“We did have a 
machine in Bradford City 
2nd ward that displayed 
an error code,” said Pratt. 
“A smaller voter turn-out 
enabled them to finish the 
day with one machine.”

Also, “Foster Township 
experienced a power out-
age, but voting was not 
interrupted and power 
was restored within a 
couple of hours,” said 
Pratt.

Claudia Quinn,  

majority inspector in 
Foster Township’s Third 
District, said her precinct 
was lucky not to lose 
power. She noted that 
generators were used 
to power other Foster 
Township precincts locat-
ed in Rew and on Derrick 
Road and South Kendall 
Avenue.

As for turnout in 
Foster Township’s Third 
District, “It’s been with 
consistent what we’re 
used to,” said Quinn.

Shortly after 7 p.m., 
the precinct had seen 243 
voters. Quinn noted they 
always have a good turn-
out when the weather is 
nice.

However, she 
added that turnout in 
November’s presidential 
election was in the 800s.

The presidential elec-
tion had brought out a 
record number of people 
coming out to polls across 
the country.

She noted that 12 vot-
ers who were registered 
as independent were 
able to come and vote on 

Precincts see normal 
turnout for primary election
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Jackie Haskins-Adams casts her vote on Tuesday at the Bradford Township 
Community Club in Bradford Township’s Second District. Election ...  page A-8

Tom Riel, Terry 
Lopus and Tim Pecora 
appear to have secured 
slots on the Republican 
ticket for Bradford 
City Council in the 
November election, 
according to unofficial 
results from Tuesday’s 
primary.

Riel secured 326 
votes while incumbents 
Lopus and Pecora each 
garnered 320 votes. Rob 
Ferguson came in with 
264 votes, according to 
unofficial results from 
McKean County.

Riel served two 
years on council before 
being elected as the 
city’s longest consec-
utively serving mayor 
from 2008 to 2020. As 
mayor, he had advo-
cated for Bradford 
at the state level and 
was active in the 

Pennsylvania Municipal 
League.

Lopus is in the 
fourth year of his term 
on city council, having 
been elected in the fall 
of 2017 beginning his 
term in January 2018. 
He was appointed in 
July 2017 to complete 
the remainder of Fred 
Proper’s term. Lopus 
also served on Bradford 
City Council from 1982 
to 1986.

Pecora has been 
on city council since 
January 2014. He spent 
his first two years on 
council overseeing the 
parks and public prop-
erty department. Since 
January 2016, he has 
been overseeing the fire 
department and public 
safety.

Riel, Lopus 
and Pecora 

appear to snag 
Rep. nods


