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BIRDWATCH: Jim 
Bogdan of Otto Township 
reports that the first 
rose-breasted grosbeaks 
of the year arrived at his 
house on Sunday.

“They’re all the way 
up here from Central 
America,” Jim tells us. 
“It’s amazing that they 
can fly all the way up 
here and find our house.”

He has him humming-
bird feeders up and ready, 
too.

“Hummingbirds 
won’t be far behind,” Jim 
assured us.

T-REX: Maybe even 
T-Rexes have friends.

That’s what the 
U.S. Department of the 
Interior’s Bureau of 
Land Management said 
a couple of weeks ago. 
The bureau released 
information from peer-re-
viewed research at the 
“Rainbows and Unicorns 
Quarry” fossil site inside 
Grand Staircase-Escalante 
National Monument.

“The paper provides 
new evidence that fear-
some tyrannosaur dino-
saurs may not have been 
solitary predators as pop-
ularly envisioned, but 
social carnivores, similar 
to wolves,” the bureau 
reported.

Dr. Philip Currie talked 
about the new evidence: 
several dinosaurs that 
appear to have died 
together.

“Localities [like 
Rainbows and Unicorns 
Quarry] that produce 
insights into the possi-
ble behaviour of extinct 
animals are especially 
rare, and difficult to 
interpret. Traditional 
excavation techniques, 
supplemented by the 
analysis of rare earth 
elements, stable isotopes 
and charcoal concentra-
tions convincingly show a 
synchronous death event 
at the Rainbows site of 
four or five tyrannosau-
rids,” Currie explained. 
“Undoubtedly, this 
group died together, 
which adds to a growing 
body of evidence that 
tyrannosaurids were 
capable of interacting as 
gregarious packs.”

Crews have been exca-
vating the Rainbows and 
Unicorns Quarry since 
2014, but since it is so big 
and contains so many cool 
things, they have no plans 
to stop anytime soon.

“In addition to tyran-
nosaurs, the site has also 
yielded seven species of 
turtles, multiple fish and 
ray species, two other 
kinds of dinosaurs, and a 
nearly complete skeleton 
of juvenile (12-foot-long) 
Deinosuchus alligator, 
although they do no 
appear to have all died 
together like the tyranno-
saurs,” the bureau states.
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HARRISBURG — 
The Wolf administra-
tion, in coordination 
with the COVID-19 
Vaccine Joint Task Force, 
announced  that mit-
igation orders except 
masking will be lifted on 
Memorial Day. 

The current 
order requiring 
Pennsylvanians to wear 
masks will be lifted when 
70% of Pennsylvanians 
age 18 and older are fully 
vaccinated. Face coverings 
are required to be worn 
indoors and outdoors if 
you are away from your 
home.

In accordance with 
the latest Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) guid-
ance, fully vaccinated 
Pennsylvanians are not 
required to wear a mask 
during certain activities.  

“We continue to make 
significant progress in the 
fight to stop the spread of 
COVID-19 and as more 
Pennsylvania adults get 

vaccinated and guidance 
from the CDC evolves, we 
can continue to move for-
ward with our reopening 
efforts,”  Department of 
Health Acting Secretary 
Alison Beam said. “I 
encourage Pennsylvanians 
to take the critical steps 
needed to put this pan-
demic behind us by 
getting vaccinated, fol-
low through with both 
doses if you receive the 
Moderna or Pfizer vac-
cines, and continue to 
take steps like masking, 
frequent hand washing 
and sanitizing and social 
distancing.”

Requirements such 
as testing and reporting  
new cases will remain in 
place for hospitals and 
long-term care facilities. 
Maintaining requirements 
for hospitals and long-
term care facilities wi 
ll allow Pennsylvania to 
continue to closely mon-
itor COVID-19 spread 

All but mask 
mandate lifted on 

Memorial Day

By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

It was a peaceful conclusion to a 
tense morning Tuesday when bomb 
technicians cleared a suspicious 
bag found across from School Street 
Elementary School.

It was a black messenger bag, 
zipped and tied shut, left at 4:10 a.m. 
by unknown people against a util-
ity pole across from School Street 
Elementary School.

The bag was noticed at 8:10 a.m., 
when children were being dropped off 
at school. Bradford City Police closed 
the street, notified the school district 
and consulted with a bomb squad.

Bomb technicians from Penn State 
University, Millcreek Township and the 
state police came to help. A Millcreek 
technician with a bomb suit used an 
X-ray machine brought by the state 
police to examine the bag before open-
ing it, and determined no explosives 
were present.

Bradford City Police Chief Mike 
Ward said the bag had “miscellaneous 
items that would lead us to believe it 
was a female’s bag.”

Suspicious package near 
school found to be harmless

Era photo by Kate Day Sager

A City of Bradford garbage truck was parked beside the suspicious bag while waiting for a 
bomb squad to arrive. Package ...  page A-8

Era photo by Kate Day Sager

A Baltimore Oriole was spotted on a weather vane in Bradford Township 
early Tuesday, along with other birds that included a rose-breasted gros-
beak, goldfinches and hummingbirds, all signs that spring has returned in 
the area.

Another orange sign of spring
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By KATE DAY SAGER
Era Reporter

WARREN — As a lifelong 
resident of Elk County, Susan 
Snelick has developed a love 
for the region and a goal to 
help it remain competitive.

Snelick said her previous 
leadership role with Workforce 
Solutions for North Central 
PA as well as other promi-
nent positions with workforce 
development, provided her 
with the expertise for her 
recent appointment as presi-
dent of Northern Pennsylvania 
Regional College. The pub-
licly supported, not-for-profit 
college has headquarters in 
Warren and offers affordable 
and accessible post-second-
ary education to residents 
in Cameron, Crawford, Elk, 
Erie, Forest, McKean, Potter, 
Venango and Warren counties. 
Associate degrees, as well as 
workforce development, are 
offered in a number of profes-
sions and courses.

“I’ve been a resident of this 
region my entire life, so I’m 
very much dedicated to our 
region and making sure we’re 
getting our fair share and able 

to remain competitive with 
all the other regions across 
Pennsylvania, and across the 
country,” Snelick said. “That’s 
really what drew me to the col-
lege. With all of the work I’ve 
done in workforce development 
over the past 30 years, I’ve had 
the opportunity to talk with a 
lot of employers, from the CEO 
down to human resources and 
training coordinators. I really 
have a sense of what they need 
and desire.”

Snelick said local employers 

have also voiced concerns over 
the years about retaining a 
skilled workforce.

“Without the skilled work-
force, they can’t compete,” she 
explained. “You can buy equip-
ment and you can buy build-
ings and put in all the bells and 
whistles, but basically it comes 
down to the people and work-
force. If you don’t have that, 
then it affects the business and 
that affects our community.”

That said, Snelick noted the 
college provides workforce 
training and opportunities for 
students to stay in the region 
and find good jobs. She said the 
classes have been offered online 
due to pandemic guidelines.

“We were able to seamless-
ly transition all of our classes 
online,” she added. “But our 
model is providing education 
through video conferencing, so 
our students are in classrooms 
with other students. Our facul-
ty is on the television screens 
teaching to multiply students 
across nine counties.”

In addition, there are student 
support specialists available 
to help individuals with issues 
in the classrooms, studies or 
training. This is provided in a 

variety of ways.
“They can meet students in 

the classrooms or anywhere for 
those conversations,” Snelick 
said, explaining other methods 
of help are provided by email, 
texts or telephone.

Snelick said she and the staff 
are currently excited about a 
workforce education and train-
ing center they plan to open in 
Erie this week.

“They’re moving things 
in this week into the office,” 
Snelick said. “That’s where 
individuals will go to get 
hands-on training.”

The college hopes to eventu-
ally open a mini training center 
in the eastern portion of the 
counties covered, as well.

As for financial aid, schol-
arships and other opportuni-
ties are available to students 
considering enrollment in the 
college.

“We definitely are afford-
able, and that’s the mission of 
the college,” she added.

On a personal note, Snelick, 
a resident of St. Marys, said her 
husband, Bill, is a supervisor 
in a tool and die shop in the 

Snelick plans to keep the region 
competitive with local workforce training

Susan Snelick, 
president of Northern 

Pennsylvania Regional College
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