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CONNECTED BY 
EARTH: NASA’s invest-
ment in space – both the 
unique Earth science 
conducted in orbit and 
the technology developed 
by living in space and 
exploring the solar system 
and universe – returns 
benefits every day, partic-
ularly when it comes to 
environmental issues.

From documenting 
and understanding 
Earth’s changing climate 
to creating green tech-
nologies, NASA helps 
us live more sustainably 
on our home planet and 
adapt to its natural and 
human-caused changes.

To celebrate Earth 
Day this year (April 
22), NASA is hosting a 
virtual Earth Day event 
from Wednesday through 
Saturday.

The event platform 
will feature live presen-
tations by NASA sci-
entists, as well as inter-
active chats with Earth 
science experts.

Visitors can explore 
the connections between 
Earth’s atmosphere, water 
cycle, forests, fields, cit-
ies, ice caps, and climate 
through videos and inter-
active science content, a 
kid-friendly fun zone, a 
scavenger hunt, hundreds 
of downloadable resourc-
es, and more.

Some content also will 
be available in Spanish.

Registration is free 
and open to the pub-
lic. To participate, visit: 
http://go.nasa.gov/
JoinEarthDay2021.

———
METEOR SHOWER: 

The Lyrids Meteor 
Shower is happening this 
week. The chance to catch 
the view began Monday 
and will last through 
Friday, with Thursday the 
optimal day to watch.

The moon is wax-
ing – staying out longer 
after dark each night – so 
you’ll want to watch the 
time of moonset careful-
ly.

No matter where you 
are on Earth, the best 
time to watch is typically 
between midnight and 
dawn. The Lyrids are 
active each year from 
about April 16 to 25. 

Today’s Weather

Cloudy /A-8
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By KATE DAY SAGER
Era Reporter

Even during the 
most difficult months of 
COVID restrictions over 
the past year, the Meals 
on Wheels staff and vol-
unteers made sure nutri-
tious meals made their 
way to the vulnerable of 
the community.

The program, which 
is operated by Bradford 
Regional Medical Center, 
is now reaching out to 
the community for addi-
tional volunteer drivers 

to ensure the elderly, 
shut-ins and those with 
disabilities in several sur-
rounding communities 
within McKean County 
are fed.

Stacy Williams, director 
of volunteer services and 
community outreach, and 
soon to become executive 
director of the Bradford 
Hospital Foundation, 
said volunteer drivers are 
needed to deliver meals 
to Eldred, Duke Center, 
Smethport, Mount Jewett, 

Expanded Meals on Wheels 
program in need of volunteer drivers

Photo provided

Meals on Wheels volunteer Dee Confer carries meals from Bradford Regional 
Medical Center to load into her vehicle for delivery to area homes. The program 
is in need of volunteer drivers to ensure people in surrounding communities in 
the county can receive meals.

By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

Pennsylvania House 
Republicans asked small 
businesses what they 
needed from the state to 
encourage a quick recov-
ery, and the response was 
loud and clear — “Get out 
of the way.”

Today, state Rep. Marty 
Causer, R-Turtlepoint, 
House Majority Policy 
Chairman, will join House 
Majority Leader Kerry 
Benninghoff, R-Bellefonte, 
and representatives from 
the state Restaurant and 
Lodging Association and 
Chamber of Business and 
Industry to unveil the 
results of a survey sent to 
businesses asking about 
COVID-19 recovery.

The press conference 
will be livestreamed at 
www.PAHouseGOP.com 
at 10 a.m.

“This is the release of 
the study results,” Causer 
told The Era. “Over 900 
responses came in. It was 
a great response from 
really all corners of the 
state.”

There were only two 
counties in southern 
Pennsylvania where no 
one responded to the sur-
vey, the legislator said.

So many ideas came 
from the survey that the 
report is 42 pages, Causer 
said.

“People are saying the 
best way to get our econ-
omy going is to get out of 
the way,” he said. “People 
talked extensively about 
the governor’s mitigation 
orders and the hardships 
that has (caused) for 
businesses,” he contin-
ued. “Getting businesses 
back open is a significant 
way to get the economy 
going.”

Causer talked about 
some of the other sug-
gestions they heard from 

businesses.
“There were a lot of 

suggestions about tax 
policy, and comments 
that Pennsylvania is at a 
disadvantage because of 
tax policy, and that tax 
reductions would be a 
further way to spur the 
economy,” he said.

Burdensome state 
regulations were another 
topic of contention for 
respondents, who made 
some very good points, 
Causer said.

“Many regulations 
have been suspended 
because of COVID,” 
Causer explained. “Many 
people said if regulations 
are suspended, do we 
really need them? There 
were a lot of questions 
dealing with regulations.”

The possibility of an 
increased minimum wage 
and expanded unemploy-
ment benefits were other 
topics of concern.

“I’ve heard from busi-
nesses even in our area 
that are struggling to find 
people to hire,” Causer 
said. Some people were 
making more money on 
the expanded unemploy-
ment than they would 
by working, which was 
causing a deterrent to 
working.

While the comments 
from business people 
weren’t a surprise, the 

Causer, House 
Republicans, to 
unveil results of 
business survey
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Graham’s Greenhouse & Landscaping employees Shea Crissman, from 
left, and Isabelle Jobe took advantage of warmer, sunnier weather Monday 
by taking artificial winter coverings off of the bark of flowering Bradford 
Pear trees.

A good day for outside work

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Officials with the West 
Penn Power Sustainable 
Energy Fund have been 
asked to present at the 
North American Passive 
House Network’s 2021 
conference, slated for June 
in New York City.

This year’s theme is 
“Passive House for All” 
and encourages the nation 

to consider the benefits of 
Passive House construc-
tion methods.

Officials, in a statement 
released to social media, 
explained the presentation 
will cover both the techni-
cal and economic aspects 
of the project in Kane.

The project is unique in 
the fact that it is the first 
Passive House retrofit of a 
commercial building.

The conference will be 

conducted both in-person 
(at limited capacity) and 
with attendees able to 
participate through an 
online platform. Other 
topics planned for pre-
sentation at the confer-
ence include financing 
for Passive House con-
struction, the connection 
between affordable hous-
ing and Passive House, 

Kane Passive House to 
present at national conference
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