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DAIRY: There appears 
to be some disagreement 
about the location of 
shops on Main Street back 
in the day.

Jim Belardia called 
us to say he has a 1940 
Bradford city directory 
where he looked up the 
address of the Alpine 
Dairy.

“It has the Alpine 
Dairy listed as 50 Main 
Street which would have 
been where Fanny Farmer 
went in where they went 
out,” Jim said. “On the 
street listings, they had 
a listing of vacant for 50 
Main Street.”

The directory had a 
listing of all the offices on 
second floors of old build-
ings, too.

The Rose Kreinson 
store was at 52-54 Main 
St., with a “whole bunch 
of offices on the second 
floor,” Jim said. He read 
some off to us, includ-
ing the Democratic 
headquarters, Premier 
Vacuum Cleaners and 
Atlas Insurance.

We used the Bradford 
Landmark Society’s 
“Barticle” file, an index 
of sorts of Era articles 
through the years, to find 
out what else has been at 
50 Main St.

On July 10, 1929, it 
was noted that properties 
at 52 and 54 Main Street 
and a wooden build-
ing at 50 Main Street 
had been purchased by 
Louis J. Kreinson from 
the Rosenberg-Michael 
estate.

On Nov. 3, 1933, the 
Alpine Dairy opened at 
50 Main St. So it appears 
the location had been 
part of Kreinson’s at one 
time, and later became the 
dairy.

In 1938 is when the 
location first housed a 
financial institution. In 
December of that year, 
Producers Bank and Trust 
Company moved into its 
new home at Main and 
Chambers street.

At some point, the 
building also housed a 
television and appliance 
store.

In February of 1975, the 
building at 50 Main St., 
which formerly housed 
Rose E. Kreinson Inc. and 
more recently Archer’s TV 
and Appliance Store, is 
removed by a demolition 
crew to make way for a 
construction project of 
Producers Bank and Trust 
Company.

And on May 1, 1999, 
PNC Bank sold the 
branch offices, including 
50 Main St., to County 
National Bank, which 
makes it home there 
today.
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SMETHPORT — A Port Allegany man who 
previously pleaded guilty in two cases — one a 
police standoff that had him dangerously hiding 
on a Bradford rooftop — will serve time in state 
prison.

Ryan P. Johnston, 27, of Port Allegany, will 
serve 15 to 30 months in state prison with cred-
it for 98 days of time served, followed by one 
year of probation. He was sentenced Thursday 
in McKean County Court before President Judge 
John Pavlock.

Johnston entered his plea Oct. 31 to a charge 
of flight to avoid apprehension in one case and 
a charge of possession of drug paraphernalia in 
the other. That day, Johnston’s attorney, Daniel 
Lang, outlined the information to which his client 
was pleading guilty in the standoff case: Johnston 
avoided apprehension in Bradford City for allega-
tions in New York state.

In the other case, Assistant District Attorney 
Bridget Murphy had said that on Aug. 27, 2018, 
Johnston possessed drug paraphernalia.

On Thursday, Johnston apologized to everyone 
who was working at the scene of the standoff, 
noting that it lasted for three hours and shut 
down the roadway.

Port Allegany man 
to go to prison for 
rooftop standoffBy MARCIE 

SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

About 15 months after 
a grand jury report outed 
hundreds of cases of 
clergy abuse through the 
state, a package of bills 
aimed at reforming child 
sexual abuse laws passed 
the Senate this week.

“Today’s a victory 
day,” said Bradford native 
Jim VanSickle, an advo-
cate for survivors of sexu-
al abuse.

VanSickle was 
abused while a student 
at Bradford Central 
Christian High School in 
the late 1970s and early 
1980s by now-defrocked 
priest David Poulson. 
He was part of Attorney 
General Josh Shapiro’s 
grand jury investigation 
into the Catholic Church 
in Pennsylvania, and has 
become a voice for change 
since the report’s release 
in August 2018.

Abuse survivor calls 
reform bills ‘a victory’
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State Attorney General Josh Shapiro, left, poses with 
abuse survivor, Bradford native Jim VanSickle, in 
2018.

By BOB CLARK
Special to The Era

OBI, N.Y. — A com-
munity breathed a sigh 
of relief Thursday after a 
teenager wanted for ques-
tioning in connection with 
two deaths and a fire at 
his home was picked up 
at sundown.

State Police Maj. 
Edward Kennedy, com-
mander of Troop A, told 
reporters that he could 
not identify the names 
of the deceased at 8472 
Courtney Road, but 
reported that William 
J. Larson Jr., 17, was 
detained by a patrol just 
before 5 p.m. without 
incident.

Missing for almost 17 
hours, the teenager was 
wanted “to make sure 
(of) his own safety” and 
to answer questions to 

aid the investigation, 
Kennedy said.

Just before mid-
night Wednesday, West 
Clarksville firefighters 
were called to the home 
for a structure fire. 
Kennedy also said that 
the cause of the fire, 
which was contained to 
one room of the home and 

was relatively minor, is 
still under investigation.

At that time, firefight-
ers met with Larson, who 
fled after two bodies 
were discovered in the 
home. Authorities did not 
identify the two deceased 
persons.

K-9 units, Special 
Operations Response 
Team members, a heli-
copter, unmanned drone 
units, troopers from as far 
away as Batavia, Bath and 
Buffalo, state Department 
of Environmental 
Conservation Officers 
and Forest Rangers spent 
the daylight hours comb-
ing the forest and fields 
around the home, believ-
ing Larson to have left on 
foot despite early reports 
of utilizing a motor vehi-
cle.

While a number of 

Teen sought after deaths, fire
found after 17-hour manhunt
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A New York State Police Special Operations 

Response Team prepares to move in the town of 

Clarksville Thursday afternoon during the search for 
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By CHRISTINE HOLTZ
erastaff.43@gmail.com

The Era’s Less Fortunate (ELF) 
Fund’s 18th annual Festival of Trees 
event was full of holiday spirit 
Thursday as local residents enjoyed 
great conversation, refreshments, live 
music and most importantly, raised 
money for The ELF Fund, which brings 
happiness and joy to many families 
and seniors each Christmas.

The event, which is the only fund-
raiser The ELF Fund has each year, 
included live, silent and Chinese auc-
tions, 50/50 drawing and a hot hors 
d’oeuvre buffet.

“The event raises money to pro-
vide Christmas to 150 famlies, 100 
seniors and 550 children. That’s a lot of 
smiles,” noted Ed Hayden, president of 
The ELF Fund.

The winner of the Woody Award, 
presented in honor of ELF cofound-
er Woody Woodruff, was given to 
Harrijane Moore. Moore serves on The 
ELF Fund board of directors and orga-
nizes the organization’s annual senior 
party.

ELF Fund’s Festival of Trees 
spreads holiday spirit
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Woody Woodruff auctions off the first of the trees during the live auction of The Era’s Less 
Fortunate (ELF) Fund’s Festival of Trees fundraiser Thursday. Festival ...  page A-12
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