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FOREST 
STEWARDSHIP 
WEBINARS: For over 
15 years Penn State 
Extension has partnered 
with the Clarion County 
Forest Stewardship 
Committee, The 
Woodland Owners of the 
Clarion/Allegheny Valley, 
DCNR Bureau of Forestry, 
and the Pennsylvania 
Game Commission to 
offer a full day of edu-
cational workshops for 
private forest landowners. 
The current health crisis 
facing the country has 
created a situation where 
the decision to either can-
cel events or move them 
online is necessary for the 
safety of participants and 
presenters.

Instead of an all-day, 
face-to-face event held 
in February, this year a 
series of online webinars 
will be held on Monday 
and Tuesday evenings 
over a two-week period 
beginning February 1, 
2021. Each webinar will 
take place at 7 p.m. and 
will be free to attend.

The schedule:
Feb. 1, 2021: Betsy 

Leppo with the 
Western Pennsylvania 
Conservancy will give a 
presentation on Vernal 
Pools. Participants will 
learn how to recognize 
vernal pool wetlands and 
what makes them unique. 
Leppo will look at vernal 
pool conservation on 
private lands, and how 
upland forests play a crit-
ical role in protecting the 
delicate network of life in 
these wetlands.

Feb. 2, 2021: Ryan 
Davis from Alliance for 
the Bay will give a pre-
sentation on riparian 
forest buffers. Davis will 
talk about the hard work 
that wet woods do for our 
ecosystems and for us, 
and how we can increase 
and manage these areas to 
enhance their value even 
more.

Feb. 8, 2021: Dave Cole 
from DCNR Bureau of 
Forestry will talk about 
setting and achieving 
your goals during a tim-
ber harvest.

Feb. 9, 2021: Sarah 
Wurzbacher from Penn 
State Extension will talk 
about ways to foster old 
growth forest condi-
tions in your woodlot. 
Wurzbacher will explain 
the process of forest 
succession and how land-
owners and managers can 
work with the system to 
speed up the formation of 
or enhance key features, 
resulting in forests that 
host some of the same 
structural and functional 
elements we value in 
older forests.

All four webinars 
are included with each 
registration so please 
go online to register at 
https://extension.psu.edu/
forest-landowner-confer-
ence.
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By DANIEL MOORE
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

WASHINGTON (TNS) — For 
Rep. Glenn Thompson, R-Pa., the 
COVID-19 pandemic has showed 
the value — and vulnerability — 
of regions such as Pennsylvania’s 
15th Congressional District: a 
14-county expanse of rural farm-
land, forests and recreation areas 
dotted with a major land grant 
university, energy production 
and manufacturing.

Thompson, entering his 
seventh term in Congress as 
the longest-serving Republican 
lawmaker from Pennsylvania, 
said he recognizes the challenges 
facing his swath of north-central 
Pennsylvania.

He’s put in a dozen years on 
the powerful House Agriculture 
Committee, which has juris-
diction over not only farm 
policy but a wide array of rural 
programs on food assistance, 
housing, utilities and economic 
development. It assembles the 
sprawling farm bill, one of the 
biggest and most contentious 
pieces of legislation on Capitol 
Hill when it comes up for a vote 
every five years.

In January, Thompson, 61, will 
ascend to the top Republican seat 
on the powerful panel, giving 
him the chance to wield greater 
influence to shape the U.S. food 
system and narrow gaps between 
urban and rural parts of the state 
and country.

“Without a robust rural econo-
my and a strong agriculture pro-
gram in this country, people all 
over America, including in cities, 
are going to wake up cold, in the 
dark, and hungry,” Thompson 
said, laying out his agenda in 

broad strokes in a recent inter-
view.

“It’s a tremendous amount of 
responsibility and opportunity,” 
Thompson said. The agriculture 
committee “probably impacts 
people’s lives on a daily basis 
more than any other committee 
in Congress.”

Thompson, who was first 
elected in 2008 after 28 years as 
a therapist and licensed nursing 
home administrator, said he 
wants to target infrastructure 
development as a way to stem 
population decline in rural areas 
and attract business.

He pointed to his experience 
on the panel’s subcommittees, 
and on the House Education 
and Labor Committee, to push 
for investments in telemedicine, 
broadband expansion and remote 
learning.

In 2011, he introduced legisla-
tion, eventually signed into law 

by President Barack Obama, that 
expanded telemedicine services 
among active duty military ser-
vice members. In 2017, he spon-
sored another bill that expanded 
telemedicine throughout the 
Veterans Affairs health care sys-
tem.

To expand these services in 
broader rural areas, he has said, 
there must be access to high-
speed internet but also aid that 
makes it affordable to provid-
ers and consumers. In June, he 
introduced a measure to codify 
Medicare reimbursement for 
community health centers and 
rural health clinics to provide 
telemedicine services — making 
permanent some of a temporary 
benefit enacted during the pan-
demic.

“The issue does come down 
to connectivity, obviously, but 
it comes to other issues, such 
as reimbursement,” he said in 

September. “If you’re able to 
access the right providers, you’re 
getting high-quality care no mat-
ter where you live.”

The success of rural areas 
depends on helping farmers nav-
igate what has been a turbulent 
stretch. The virus has disrupted 
the broader food supply chain, 
with restaurants shutting down 
and food pantries overwhelmed 
with demand from hungry fami-
lies, he said.

Even before the pandemic, 
Pennsylvania farmers struggled 
with low prices caused in part by 
the Trump administration’s trade 
war with China, whose govern-
ment effectively blocked U.S. 
soybean shipments for about 18 
months in retaliation.

The dairy industry, which 
makes up roughly a third of 
Pennsylvania’s farm sales, has 
been awash in milk for years, 
mostly due to overproduction 
and consumers flocking to alter-
native nondairy milks.

The agriculture committee 
has purview over the complex 
system of farm subsidies and aid, 
including a program that pro-
vides payments to dairies when 
their margins fall below a certain 
level.

When COVID-19 hit, the gov-
ernment set up the Coronavirus 
Food Assistance Program, which 
has provided more than $19 
billion to farmers through direct 
payments and through purchas-
ing and distribution of produce, 
dairy and meat to places that 
need it most.

Thompson said the committee 
should hold hearings and listen-
ing sessions on ways to make the 

As leader on agriculture panel, Pa. congressman 
sees opportunities to close urban-rural divide
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Rep. Glenn Thompson (R-PA) speaks to the media as Speaker of 
the House Rep. Paul Ryan (R-WI) looks on in June 2017, on Capitol 
Hill in Washington, D.C.
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By CHRISTINE HOLTZ
erachristineh@gmail.com

After a tumultuous 
2020, filled with fears cen-
tered around the pandem-
ic and political discord, 
hopefully the upcoming 
weather is representative 
of what is to come in the 
new year.

Aaron Tyburski, mete-
orologist for the National 
Weather Service in State 
College, said we can 
expect sun this week and 
a calm and warmer than 
usual weekend.

Tyburski said the area 
will see rain possibly 
mixed with snow during 
the day today, with gusty 
winds up to 30 mph. 
Temperatures will then 
drop into the 20s tonight, 
turning the rain into 
snow, although accumu-
lation of snow should be 
less than an inch.

Going into Tuesday, 
the area can expect partly 
sunny skies, with highs in 

Ring in the New Year with 
warmer than average temperatures
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Although Christmas has passed, many people keep up their decorations to help ring in the new year. This 
new year will be celebrated with tempatures warmer than what we are used to during this holiday.

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

The state continues 
to experience a spike in 
cases, with 605,141 pos-
itive COVID-19 cases in 
Pennsylvania.

The region reported an 
increase of 137 cases over 
the weekend.

McKean County 
reported 58 new cases 
for a total of 1,560, with 
1,208 confirmed cases 
and 352 probable. There 
have been 7,839 negative 
tests conducted. Two new 
deaths have been reported 
as well, bringing the total 
to 16 individuals who 

have passed away due to 
COVID-19.

Elk County had an 
increase of 35 cases, 
bringing the total to 
1,299. Of those, 838 are 
confirmed and 461 cases 
are probable. The county 
has reported a total of 14 
deaths, and 7,839 negative 
COVID-19 tests have been 
conducted.

Cameron County has 
seen three new cases of 
COVID-19, bringing the 
county’s total to 134, with 
92 confirmed cases and 
42 probable. The county 

Region reports 
new cases 

of COVID-19
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Cheerful snowmen greet drivers at the intersection of Main and Mechanic 
streets in Smethport. 
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