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Caterpillars: With 
snow falling, we are 
trying to wrap up our 
caterpillar submissions. 
Hopefully, the caterpillars 
themselves have found a 
warm place to hibernate 
by now. However, we in 
the newsroom have two 
more noteworthy con-
tenders for the prediction 
of how this winter will be.

Harold Whitney 
brought in this photo of a 
caterpillar.This caterpillar 

isn’t showing us much 
orange, which is not good 
news for those who hope 
for a mild winter. For 
those who enjoy winter 
activities, however, this 
woolly bear might be a 
favorite.

Meanwhile, this sub-
mission comes from Ken 
Himes, who found it 
on the front door of his 
Songbird Road residence. 
Himes believes this is 
an all-black woolly bear, 
which might mean we 
are in for a harsh win-

ter.This caterpillar isn’t 
giving us much hope for 
a mild winter either. Only 
time will tell if any of our 
woolly bear friends were 
right about the winter of 
2019-20.

—————
Mercury Transit: As 

some of you might know, 
Mercury is scheduled to 
pass directly in front of 
the sun on Monday – a 
phenomenon that experts 
call the Mercury Transit.

This will be visible 
through telescopes with 
appropriate filters. The 
last Mercury Transit 
occurred in 2016, and we 
won’t expect the next one 
until 2032.

According to earthsky.
org, “Mercury will come 
into view on the sun’s 
face around 7:36 a.m. 
Eastern Standard Time 
(12:36 UTC) on Nov. 11. 
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What’s in a name?

WHEN IT’S HILLMAN, A LOT.

By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

The count is in, and 
James A. McDonald will 
be the new mayor of the 
City of Bradford.

“I am incredibly 
honored and beyond 
humbled for the oppor-
tunity to serve Bradford 
as your new mayor,” 
McDonald said. “There 
is a lot of work to be 
done, but I am willing 
to work with anyone 
who is willing to work 
with me. I look forward 
to representing the peo-
ple of Bradford and pro-
viding transparent and 
responsible leadership.”

McDonald waged a 
write-in campaign that 
came down to just an 11 
vote difference between 
him and Tom Riel, who 
was on the ballot.

Friday afternoon, Riel 
conceded.

“After reviewing 
the votes at the court-
house this morning, it 
appears I lost the City 
of Bradford Mayoral 

election 606 to 617,” Riel 
said. “The margin of dif-
ference was less than 1% 
of the total votes cast for 
mayor.

“Of course I wished 
it had turned out differ-
ently, but I also wish my 
opponent and the City 
of Bradford all the best,” 
Riel said. “I will not be 
‘going away’ by any 
means and will continue 
to serve the citizens of 
Bradford.

“Thank you to every-
one who supported me 
all of these years. I feel 
comfortable knowing 
the city is much better 
off now than it was 
12 years ago,” Riel 

McDonald 
wins Bradford 
mayoral race

James A. McDonald

What is happening in your part of the 
region?

In an effort to bring as much local 
news as possible to our readers, The 
Era has started a weekly segment called 
“Checking In.”

Reporters will be talking to munic-
ipal officials for an overview of current 
happenings in the municipality. Today’s 
focus is on Kane Borough.

Kane Borough is full of energy, 
with multiple projects on the hori-
zon, according to Kane Borough 
Mayor Brandy Schimp. Currently, the 
borough and TAMED (Trail Along 
McKean Elk Divide) are working 
together on the Knox Kane trail and 
trailhead.

“Plans call for a state-of-the-
art welcome center on the bor-
ough-owned section of the trail, 
offering a wide array of visitor 
accommodations,” explained Schimp.

Schimp also noted the West Penn 
Power Sustainable Energy Fund 
recently acquired a building on 
Fraley Street, with plans to renovate 
and convert it into an energy-efficient 
building model.

In addition, she said the Kane 
Area Revitalization Enterprise 
(KARE) is working on a 
Neighborhood Partnership plan, 
aimed at beautifying the east-
ern gateway into the community. 
Meanwhile, “the Wilds Sonshine 
Factory is moving forward with 
its one-of-a-kind product, a spirit 
distilled from the sunflower, grown 
and harvested exclusively in the PA 
Wilds.”

Last, but not least, the PA Wilds 
is scheduled to open its Media Labs 
on the second floor of Laughing Owl 
Press, located on Fraley Street.

“The Media Labs will include a 
professional photography studio, a 
recording studio, computer lab and 
classroom and event space for entre-
preneurs to take the distribution of 
their goods to the next level,” said 
Schimp.

With prosperity also comes chal-
lenges. One hurdle the borough is 
facing is the availability of newly 
constructed, one-story homes.

“Our goal is to incorporate new 
homes into the Neighborhood 
Partnership plan so that we can 
offer what is being sought,” Schimp 
explained.

In regards to taxes, the borough’s 

Checking In

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

A line of dedicated choco-
late lovers waited somewhat 
impatiently outside The 
Bradford Chocolate Factory 
Friday morning, braving the 
winter chill to satisfy curiosity 
and a love for chocolate.

At the stroke of 10 a.m., 
Chocolatier Bob Pascarella 
and co-owner Tim Gigliotti, 
store employees and Coco the 
Bear braved the cold to cut the 
ribbon.

By 10:05 a.m., customers 
filled the newly opened store. 
They moved between barrels 
of various taffy flavors, which 
are scattered along the store 
walls, overhung by shelves 
displaying candies that some 
remember with excitement.

Catching Pascarella and 
Gigliotti shortly after opening, 
it was obvious that words 
were a little tough to come 

by, but the general mood was 
positive.

“We are very excited 
that this dream came true,” 
Gigliotti said. Pascarella noted 
he felt “very good” about the 
opening as well.

Displays staggered through 
the room hold anything from 
sticks of hard candy to soft 
Australian liquorice and sand-
ed hard candy (wild cherry 
flavor). Boxes of candies fea-
turing favorites by the decade 
are also available.

Murmurs of “OH, I haven’t 
seen this in forever!” mixed 
with orders for sweets from 
the chocolate case. Customers 
were eager to share their 
excitement with one another 
about having a candy store 
on Main Street again as they 
waited patiently in line.

Small cousins of Coco the 
bear, proudly wearing shirts 
with the Chocolate Factory 
logo, were heading to the  

register with happy customers 
as often as the candy.

A short visit around 2 p.m. 
discovered Pascarella busily 
refilling trays in the chocolate 
case and staff noting a break 
in the line for the first time 
since the doors opened.

When asked about appar-
ent favorites for customers 
thus far, Gigliotti was at 
first hard-pressed to find an 
answer.

“The sponge candy is the 
biggest seller, but it’s all sell-
ing well,” he said.

Lollipops of all sizes, gum 
and other favorites are avail-
able at Main Street’s newest 
business. The Coco the Bear 
cam is live at http://bradford-
chocolatefactory.com. Visitors 
can stop in for a photo op 
with the stuffed version of 
Coco and let their friends and 
loved ones know to check in 
from home to watch the visit 
live.

Bradford Chocolate Factory 
holds grand opening
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Bob Pascarella and Tim Gigliotti cut the ribbon during Friday’s grand opening of The 
Bradford Chocolate Factory at 72 Main St., while store staff and Coco the Bear look on.
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Coudersport fans keep warm with hot pizza and blankets during the game 
against Smethport at Bradford’s Parkway Field Friday night. For coverage of the 
game, see page B1.


