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YARD REHAB 101: 
Consumer Reports shared 
tips on helping your lawn 
look lush and green this 
year. The tips include: 

Water wisely - water 
infrequently to allow 
grass roots to grow deep-
er and only water in the 
early morning. Watering 
at night can cause fungal 
growth. 

Native plants - plant 
native plants that are 
better equipped to thrive 
in the weather conditions 
common in our area. 

Shrink your lawn - 
add flower beds or veg-
etable gardens. Create 
a wood chip barrier 
between wooded areas 
and the lawn to deter 
ticks. Replace well-trav-
eled areas of the lawn 
with a footpath. 

Test your soil - Send 
soil to the Penn State 
Cooperative Extension 
and have it tested before 
adding fertilizer. The tests 
will let you know what 
nutrients your soil needs. 

Compost - Create a 
compost pile (if you 
have space). This will 
allow you to recycle table 
scraps and also boost 
your soil’s health when 
you spread the compost 
over the top of the grass 
a couple of times a year 
(only use one-quarter 
inch of compost evenly 
spread).  

Embrace diversity - 
Treat weeds as a welcome 
addition to the yard. This 
will allow for bees and 
other pollinators to thrive. 

Mow right - Keep 
mower blades sharp and 
keep grass to three to four 
inches in height. 

Seed new grass - 
When adding seed to 
bare spots in the yard, 
the lawn can be boosted 
to grow more densely. A 
resilient lawn contains 
more than one type of 
grass. 

These tips can be help-
ful to make the lawn safer 
for family and environ-
ment. It can also mean 
good things for the health 
of your lawn. 
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Jean Morris, 3, of Scranton, daughter of Ken and Sinead Morris, and grand-
daughter of Pat and Christine Geary of Bradford, concentrates hard on 
painting her red, white and blue wooden mobile during Saturday’s Memorial 
Day Craft event at the Bradford Area Public Library. Also painting are Emma 
and Olivia Fiebelkorn and their mother, Missy, in the background, as well 
as library staff member Judy Carr, at left, who says the library has plenty of 
similar outdoor activities planned for children this summer.

A patriotic weekend at the library

By CHRISTINE HOLTZ
erachristineh@gmail.com

Three out of four counties in The Era’s coverage 
area had new cases of COVID-19 over the weekend, as 
reported by the Pennsylvania Department of Health 
on Sunday.

McKean County reported an additional 16 cases 
for a total of 3,738; 2,885 confirmed and 887 probable. 
There have been 11,137 negative tests and 71 deaths in 
the county. No patients are currently hospitalized in 
McKean County with COVID-19.

Elk County had one additional case for a total of 
2,855; 1,573 confirmed and 1,282 probable. There have 
been 6,476 negative tests and 39 deaths in the county. 
No patients are currently hospitalized in Elk County 
with COVID-19.

Potter County had two additional cases for a total 
of 1,169; 1,026 confirmed and 143 probable. There have 
been 3,594 negative tests and 23 deaths in the county 
to date. Two patients are currently hospitalized in 
Potter County with COVID-19.

Cameron County had no additional cases, staying 
at 301. The county has had 1,075 negative tests and 
seven deaths.

As of Sunday, Pennsylvania had 1,003,189 con-
firmed cases and 192,680 probable cases, for a total 
of 1,195,869. There have been 4,561,938 negative 
tests conducted, as well as 27,042 deaths attributed 
to COVID-19. Statewide, there are 1,261 patients 

New cases of 
COVID-19 in region

WARREN — In a vir-
tual ceremony held at 
2 p.m. Saturday, Northern 
Pennsylvania Regional 
College (NPRC) celebrat-
ed the achievements of 17 
graduates in its inaugural 
commencement ceremony.

NPRC’s students have 
remained resilient during 
the challenges of the pan-
demic.

Local residents gradu-
ating from NPRC include 
Darian Bruno, who grad-
uated with honors and 
received an Associate of 
Applied Science in early 
childhood education and 
a certificate degree in 
general studies. Bruno 
attended Otto-Eldred 
High School.

During Saturday’s 
ceremony, Jacob Meyer, 
a spring graduate from 
St. Marys, shared his 
story of finding his path 

NPRC celebrates inaugural commencement
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Northern Pennsylvania Regional College celebrated its inaugural commencement on Saturday. 
Commencement ceremony participants included, from left, Susan Snelick, NPRC president; Kate Brock, 
board of trustees chairperson; Jacob Meyer, Class of 2021 student speaker; Mindy Saunders, dean of curric-
ulum and instruction; and Dr. Linda Fleming, outgoing vice president of academic and student affairs.NPRC ...  page A-10
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The community is invited to show 
their support for the recognition of 
Mental Health Awareness Month when 
STEPS Drop In Center holds a concert 
in Veterans Square on Thursday.

The event will begin at 4 p.m. and is 
free to attend.

“We want people to come and enjoy, 
to support the people who are in their 
community,” said Maggie Travis, coor-
dinator of the STEPS Drop In Center.

She explained, “It’s just all about 
awareness and making folks realize 
that individuals with mental health 
issues are no different than someone 
with health issues or diabetic issues.”

The event will include performances 
by the club’s singing group, a reading 
of the story of the mental health bell 
and a memorial for members who have 
passed away. There are a couple of 
other surprises in store, too.

While STEPS has been holding the 
Mental Health Awareness Month event 
for a number of years, “This is the first 
time we’ve done anything this exten-
sive,” Travis noted.

Attendees will hear favorite songs 

STEPS Drop In Center 
to hold Veterans Square concert
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A group of singers with the STEPS Drop In Center in Bradford sing during the 2019 Mental 
Health Awareness Month performance in Veterans Square with guitarist and center coordinator 
Maggie Travis. The community can catch the group again at 4 p.m. this Thursday in Veterans 
Square. STEPS ...  page A-10


