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WILDLIFE 
REMINDER: Whether in 
their backyards or high 
on a mountain, it’s almost 
certain Pennsylvanians 
will encounter young 
wildlife this time of year.

While some young 
animals might appear 
to be abandoned, usu-
ally they are not. It’s 
likely their mothers are 
watching over them from 
somewhere nearby.

So when encountering 
young wildlife, be it deer, 
birds, raccoons or other 
animals, the best thing 
you can do is leave them 
alone.

“Well-intentioned 
people might step in 
to help a young animal 
that appears to be alone, 
not realizing its mother 
is nearby and it’s not 
in need of help,” said 
Matthew Schnupp, the 
Game Commission’s 
wildlife management 
director. “That’s one rea-
son why leaving young 
wildlife undisturbed 
in the wild typically is 
the best solution when 
encountering young wild 
animals.”

Deer in particular leave 
their young to hide in nat-
ural cover, which is called 
the “hider strategy,” while 
they forage for food. Deer 
fawns sometimes are 
assumed to be abandoned 
when, in fact, their moth-
ers are nearby.

The Game 
Commission urges 
Pennsylvanians to resist 
the urge to interfere with 
young wildlife or remove 
any wild animal from its 
natural setting.

It is illegal to take or 
possess wildlife from the 
wild. Under state law, 
the penalty for such a 
violation is a fine of up to 
$1,500 per animal.

Under no circum-
stances will anyone who 
illegally takes wildlife 
into captivity be allowed 
to keep that animal, 
and under a working 
agreement with state 
health officials, any 
“high risk” rabies vector 
species confiscated after 
human contact must be 
euthanized and tested; it 
cannot be returned to the 
wild because the risk of 
spreading disease is too 
high.

For those who find 
wildlife that truly is 
in need of assistance, 
a listing of licensed 
wildlife rehabilitators 
can be found on the 
Pennsylvania Association 
of Wildlife Rehabilitators 
website, www.pawr.com.
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The train-themed playground at 
the Kinzua Bridge State park official-
ly opened Monday afternoon with a 
“soft” ribbon cutting ceremony featur-
ing youngsters.

As soon as the ceremony was con-
cluded, children who had been anx-
iously awaiting ran to the two separate 
structures, one for ages 2-5 years and 
the other 5-12 years, to enjoy the tun-
nels, slides, climbers and bridges. This 
playground, the first in the 57-year his-
tory of the state park, is also equipped 
with train sounds.

The playgrounds will be open 
during park hours, 8 a.m. to sunset, 
according to Mitch Stickle, park man-
ager.

A grand opening will be held at a 
later date.

Funding was provided by many 
contributors including Georgia Pacific, 
Collins Companies Foundation, 
University Korner, Highland Field 
Services, Zook Motors, Triple S 
Recycling, Mount Jewett United 

Ribbon cutting officially opens 
new playgrounds at Kinzua Bridge
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Park Manager Mitch Stickle, left, and Jeff Wolfe, Kinzua Bridge Foundation fundraising chair-
man, right, hold the ribbon for the children to cut during the ceremony. In the second row are 
Debbie Kilmer, KBF treasurer; Mary Ann Burggraf, KBF executive director and president; and 
Debbie Lunden, KBF vice-president and secretary. Playgrounds ...  page A-8
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The Port Allegany Honor Guard held three services Monday for Memorial 
Day including one on the Brooklynside Bridge for those lost at sea; another 
on the Town Square; and the third in Fairview Cemetery. The Honor Guard, 
led by Joe Knell, included, from left, Clark Barber, Lewis Duell, Roy Kio and 
Greg Stump, who also served as emcee for the ceremonies. A light lunch 
was served at the VMI picnic pavilion following the ceremonies. Auxiliary 
President Patty Fabish manned the grill and served those attending.

Port Allegany Honor 
Guard holds Memorial Day services

By JIM ECKSTROM
Special to The Era

Former Congressman 
William F. Clinger 
Jr., who represented 
McKean County and a 
large portion of central, 
north central and north-
west Pennsylvania for 18 
years, has died.

His daughter, Bijou 
Clinger, wrote in a 
Facebook post that he 
passed away at the age 
of 92 on Friday.

“We are devastat-
ed, but know he is still 
noble, brave and hope-
ful,” she wrote.

Clinger, born April 
4, 1929, in Warren, was 
first elected to Congress 
as a Republican 
in 1978, unseating 
one-term Democrat 
Joseph Ammerman of 
Curwensville, Clearfield 
County. Klinger served 
what was then the 23rd 
Congressional District 
of Pennsylvania through 
1992.

The region was 
redistricted into 
Pennsylvania’s 5th 
Congressional District 
— with Clinger winning 

election for that seat in 
1992 and then again in 
1994. The sprawling 5th 
District was the largest 
in Pennsylvania in terms 
of land area and includ-
ed some of the most 
remote parts of the state.

Clinger decided to 
retire from Congress in 
1996 and did not seek 
re-election that year.

An advocate of 
the University of 
Pittsburgh at Bradford, 
Bradford Regional 
Airport and U.S. Route 
219 during his tenure 
in Congress, Clinger 
served as chairman of 
the House Committee 
on Government Reform 
and Oversight and he 
served as vice chairman 
of the House Committee 
on Transportation and 
Infrastructure.

Always more of a 
policy wonk than par-
tisan political figure on 
Capitol Hill, Clinger 
found himself more in 
the spotlight in his role 
as chairman of the pri-
mary House investiga-
tive committee on issues 
such as Hillary Rodham 
Clinton’s role in the 1993 

firing of White House 
travel office personnel. 
Clinger also delved 
into whether the White 
House impeded a police 
investigation into the 
suicide of deputy White 
House counsel Vincent 
Foster.

Former Pennsylvania 
Gov. Tom Ridge served 
in Congress, repre-
senting Erie, alongside 
Clinger.

“Bill Clinger was a 
kind, thoughtful and 
honorable man — a 
model of integrity, bipar-
tisanship and civility 
that all those in public 
office would do well to 
emulate,” Ridge stated 
on his Twitter account. 
“He was my congressio-
nal neighbor and I will 
always be grateful for 
his friendship.”

After leaving 
Congress, Clinger served 
as chairman of the 
Chautauqua Institution 
board of trustees.

Chautauqua’s pres-
ident, Michael E. Hill, 
said Tuesday that the 
former congressman 
“was a towering figure” 
in the nation and for the 

Institution.
“As an elected official, 

he served our neighbors 
in Warren County with 
tenacity and grace,” 
Hill said. “Current and 
future public servants 
would do well to look 
to his example of moral 
leadership.”

At Chautauqua, Hill 
said Clinger’s “steady 
hand as chair guided the 
Institution through some 
difficult days and pre-
pared it for the heights 
of mission fulfillment 

we’re striving toward 
and realizing today. My 
heart goes out to Bill’s 
children Bijou, Will, Jim 
and Julia, and I join our 
Chautauqua family and 
regional community in 
both mourning a great 
loss and celebrating an 
extraordinary legacy.

“I adored the man, 
felt lucky to call him my 
friend and will miss him 
greatly.”

Clinger was also a 

Bill Clinger, former 
congressman, Warren native, dies at 92

congress.gov

William F. Clinger Jr.
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By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

Three local counties 
are now in a lower level 
of community transmis-
sion of COVID-19, the 
Pennsylvania Department 
of Health reported on 
Tuesday.

For the week of May 
21-27, McKean County 
is at moderate level of 
transmission, and Potter, 
Elk and Cameron counties 
are at low level of trans-
mission.

Just one week ago, 
McKean and Potter coun-
ties were at substantial 
risk and Elk County 
was at moderate risk. 
Cameron County’s level 
did not change.

McKean County had 
20 fewer cases of COVID-
19 during the week of 
May 21-27 and a percent 
positivity rate of 8.7%, 
down from 11.5% the 
week prior. The incidence 

rate was 56.6 per 100,000 
residents.

In Elk County, there 
were 9 fewer cases and 
an incidence rate of 3.2%, 
less than half of what it 
was the week prior when 
it reported a rate of 7.1%. 
The incidence rate was 10 
per 100,000 residents.

Potter County had 27 
fewer confirmed cases 
and a positivity rate of 
4.6%, less than a third of 
the rate of 14.7% that it 
reported the week prior. 
The incidence rate was 
24.2 per 100,000 residents.

Cameron County’s 
number of positive cases 
was down by 1 the week 
of May 21-27 compared 
to the week prior. The 
positivity rate was 13%, 
down from 14.3% the 
week prior. The incidence 
rate was 45 per 100,000 
residents.

Only one of 

Three local 
counties drop 

to lower COVID 
transmission level
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