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(Editor’s note: This story 
focuses on Democratic can-
didate Margie Brown, who 
is seeking the 25th District 
state senate seat. A story on 
Republican candidate Cris 
Dush ran in Thursday’s edi-
tion of The Era.)

Margie Brown, who 
is running for the 25th 
District seat in the 
Pennsylvania State Senate 
on the Democratic ticket, 
continues to campaign 
despite roadblocks set by 
COVID-19.

The St. Marys resident 
explained her campaign 
efforts include putting out 
signs, sending postcards 
and daily posts to social 
media.

“We don’t have the 
same reach with broad-
band as you might in 
other places in PA, in 
other campaigns. Of 
course, it’s not the same 
reach as it used to be 
by telephone. People 
don’t take calls. So we 
are focusing more on 
reaching them by print,” 
Brown said.

Because of COVID-19 
restrictions, Brown’s plans 

for her campaign have 
taken a different path. She 
explained that, following 
a large turnout for her 
campaign launch and 
petition signing events, 
coronavirus restrictions 
brought large events to a 
halt. Also, her campaign 
took a door-to-door 
approach initially, allow-
ing her to talk to con-
stituents. That too, hit a 
roadblock when concerns 
about the pandemic inter-
fered.

“The party has dis-
couraged door-to-door, 
and we can’t gather in 
large groups,” Brown 
said. Instead, lit drops are 
a current focus, which is 
a bag filled with litera-
ture on the Democratic 
candidates running for 

various races within the 
county, which is hung 
from a door handle or left 
on a porch. This limits 
the reach of the message 
somewhat, as there are 
some areas that don’t 
receive the information 
this way.

Brown said part of 
her continuing cam-
paign is continuing to 
answer Political Action 
Committees (PACs) and 
organizations that send 
questionnaires and sur-
veys.

“It’s interesting. I am 
learning a lot just like 
when I was a reporter, 
learning about stuff I 
wouldn’t have gravitat-
ed to necessarily on my 
own,” Brown said. “I 
read, research and formu-
late my answer for what I 
would do as a legislator.

“I like new stuff and 
being challenged, which is 
why I was always drawn 
to reporting and govern-
ment — it’s not the same 
job every day.”

Brown had examples 
of her learning experi-
ences, noting that within 
the last week she com-
pleted a questionnaire 
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Businesses in Potter 
County have received 
some assistance through 
federal funding as part of 
the CARES Act.

Erin Russell, the 
director of community 
development for Potter 
County, explained that 
Potter County received 
$1.492 million through the 
CARES Act Grant.

“It was up to the indi-
vidual counties to decide 
how the money was 

spent,” she said. “Our 
commissioners were very 
cognizant that our local 
businesses were suffer-
ing, and wanted to put 
as much funding back 
into our local businesses 
as possible through the 
CARES Act funding.”

The criteria was 
set and based on the 
Pennsylvania Department 
of Community and 
Economic Development 
guidance as the state 
DCED was in charge of 
distributing funds to the 
grant recipients.

Russell noted the cri-
teria included the follow-
ing:

— the organization 
was required to meet all 
deadlines associated with 
the grant application, as 
well as providing any fur-
ther information required 
to make an accurate deter-
mination.

— the organization had 
to prove a loss occurred, 
using a timeframe in 2019 
to the same timeframe in 
2020. If the organization 
proved to suffer a net 
loss, they then had to 
provide a list of DCED 
eligible expenditures, 
such as rent, utilities and 
mortgage interest.

The funds could only 
be provided in an amount 
that would replace the 
loss. Russell stated that 
funds could not be issued 
for more than the amount 
of the net loss experienced 
by the business.

The applications were 
reviewed by Russell, 
Potter County Chief Clerk 
Jessica Giebel, Planning 
and GIS Director Will 
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CANDY: It’s that time 
of year again, when we 
stock up on candy for 
Halloween.

Candystore.com has 
released its annual list of 
the best and worst candy 
by state. This year’s top 
3 for Pennsylvania are, 
in third place, M&Ms, 
second place, Skittles, 
and first place, Hershey’s 
Mini Bars.

For New York state, 
the winner is Sour Patch 
Kids.

The site tracks sales 
data and surveys custom-
ers to come up with over-
all best and worst candies, 
too.

The best candies, 
according to the site’s 
data, are as follows: 
Number 10, Hershey Bar; 
9, Nerds; 8, Butterfinger; 
7, Kit Kat; 6, Twix; 5, 
South Patch Kids; 4, 
Skittles; 3, Snickers; 2, 
M&Ms.

And the best? Reese’s 
Peanut Butter Cups.

What about the worst? 
Number 10, black licorice; 
9, Good & Plenty; 8, Mary 
Janes; 7, Tootsie Rolls; 6, 
Necco Wafers; 5, Smarties; 
4, Wax Coke bottles; 3, 
Circus Peanuts; Number 
2, Peanut Butter Kisses.

And the Number 1 
worst candy, according to 
Candystore.com? Candy 
corn.

“According to 
the National Retail 
Federation, trick-or-
treaters are expected to 
be down 20% this year,” 
Candystore states. “That 
said, only 11% fewer 
people plan to hand out 
candy.

Halloween candy sales 
are expected to reach $2.4 
Billion, only down slight-
ly from $2.6B last year. No 
matter how you look at 
it, that’s a lot of candy!”

Here’s some more 
data from the site: 172 
million Americans cele-
brate Halloween; 30% of 
all Halloween purchases 
are made online. Among 
those who celebrate 
Halloween, 95% will pur-
chase candy, and they will 
spend about $27.55 on 
average.

Most Halloween shop-
ping is done the first 
2 weeks of October. In 
Oregon, full-sized candy 
bars are the norm for 
trick-or-treaters to receive. 
Overall Halloween spend-
ing is expected to be 
$8.0B in 2020. Over 50% 
of parents stash some 
Halloween candy to 
enjoy later in the year.

We’re partial to choc-
olate here at RTS, and 
we’re certainly willing 
to serve as taste testers, 
should the need arise.
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It’s official — the ice rink at Callahan Park will 
be open for area hockey leagues on Nov. 1.

The announcement was made Thursday by 
Bradford city administrator Chris Lucco, who 
released a letter from city council.

“After looking at the multitude of options 
and the very recent ruling by U.S. District Judge 
William Stickman IV striking down Governor 
Wolf’s limitations of persons for recreational gath-
erings, Mayor (James) McDonald and city council 
have determined to open the ice-skating rink for 
area hockey leagues on November 1st,” the state-
ment read.

“Because of the prior restrictions and uncer-
tainty of how to operate under those restrictions 
we are behind schedule for the normal opening 
date of October 15th,” the message continued.

At this time, officials are working toward 
opening the rink for public skating by late 
November or early December.

“The delay in open skate is for several reasons, 
the need to hire staff, and to develop a compre-
hensive plan to allow for skating while keeping 
the safety of the public and our employees in 
mind,” the statement continued. “The details for 
open skate will be released once they are final-
ized.”

The statement concluded with a note from city 
officials about the negative impacts of the pan-
demic.

“In our community where our residents utilize 
our parks and recreational services as a benefit of 
living in a rural area, we really wanted to make 
this happen for the public,” the councilmen and 
mayor indicated.

The decision had not been made at Tuesday’s 
council meeting. When asked on Thursday, Lucco 
said the opening of the rink was not something 
that had to be done by resolution. Each council-
man had been contacted and voiced support for 
the rink to be open, which in turn allowed for the 
public statement to be released.

Ice rink to open 
for hockey
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These trees provide cover over the walking trail by the Marilla Reservoir.
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Mums are in full bloom now that autumn has arrived.
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