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CHIMES: Are you a 
fan of windchimes? It 
seems most people belong 
in one of two extremes — 
they either love the del-
icate tinkle of chimes, or 
despite the very sight of 
the noisy decoration.

If you are a windchime 
fan, we found some 
interesting history on the 
porch decoration.

Wind chimes have 
served many purposes 
over the years. These 
include warding off spir-
its, welcoming guests 
and simply providing a 
calming musical back-
drop to the sounds of 
nature and the neighbor-
hood at large.

Wind chimes can 
be made of almost any 
material. One common 
construction is of metal. 
However, for the more 
crafty, it is not uncommon 
to employ shells, wood, 
stone or even pottery for 
a whimsical and visually 
pleasing version of the 
more traditional variety.

Ancient Romans were 
known to decorate with 
wind chimes, as were 
the Chinese and other 
Asian cultures. Wind 
chimes have been found 
on archeological digs that 
recover artifacts from as 
long as 5,000 years prior. 
The concept started with 
the hanging of metal 
bells from the eaves of 
temples, in the hopes of 
warding off evil spirits.

Chinese use the wind 
chimes to promote peace 
and harmony. They also 
utilize them to express 
emotion. The wind chime 
was popular in China in 
the 1800s, was introduced 
to Japan around that time 
and made its way to the 
Western World from there.

The Beatles were 
known to include wind-
chimes in their songs.

Wind chimes are also 
a tool previously used by 
sailors to herald a change 
in weather patterns.

Wind chimes were 
used in Indonesia to scare 
birds away from crops.

Some of the more 
whimsical wind chimes 
available today focus on 
celestial themes, with 
stars and planets inter-
spersed with the expect-
ed long metal cylinders 
that provide the “chime,” 
brightly colored varieties 
with bottles and stones 
or solar-powered lights 
included or even chimes 
that have a traditional 
look but can be custom-
ized with names and 
dates to provide a memo-
rial for a loved one.
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Hoof it through over 15 obstacles throughout Callahan Park, which include a tire

drag, army crawl, hurdles, log carry, slip-n-slide and more! Bring the whole family!
Live entertainment, good eats, spirits, and of course, tons of BACON!

$25  |  9 A.M.  |  Callahan Park  |  Bradford, PA
Live Music  |  Mechanical Pig 

 4 P.M. - 10 P.M.  |  Masonic Center  |  Bradford, PA

One Day. Two Great Events!

Mark your calendars for

July 20th For $30, your ticket includes

beverage tastings, bacon inspired

samples, and a souvenir cup!

Get your tickets now!

 4 P.M. - 10 P.M.  |  Masonic Center  |  Bradford, PA

By CALEB HUNTOON
eracalebh@gmail.com

It’s nearly the middle of July, which 
means taking pets on fun adventures 
such as walks and car rides.

Despite the nice weather, if certain 
precautions are not taken, things can 
turn rather dangerous for pets.

Sereya Cunningham, an employee 
at the McKean County SPCA, said 
many cats like the heat, however being 
exposed to the heat for an extended 
period of time can be hazardous to 
felines. She also noted the heated sur-
face of roads and sidewalks may burn 
animals’ paws.

According to the ASPCA’s website, 
pet owners should get their pets into 
the vet for an early summer check-up 
as heartworm can turn the dog days 
into bad days.

The ASPCA also suggests keep-
ing pets away from property where 
products such as pesticides and weed 
killers have been used, as they can be 

Keep pets 
safe in 

summer
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It’s a bird; it’s a plane; it’s Super Kitty! A kitten leaps after a toy at the McKean County SPCA on 
Friday. Shelter staff caution pet owners to keep the animals safe in the summer heat.

By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

An ad campaign airing across four 
states and in Washington, D.C., is asking 
President Donald Trump to protect small 
refineries, and the jobs and economic 
impact the facilities bring to the commu-
nity.

Derrick Morgan, senior vice president 
of American Fuel and Petrochemical 
Manufacturers, explained on Friday that 
in the ad, the industry group is asking 
the president to “stay the course on small 
refinery exemption waivers” regarding 
ethanol mandates.

The Energy Policy Act of 2005 man-
dated the blending of renewable fuels, 
like corn-based ethanol, into gasoline 
and diesel. A complex system is in place 
to make sure a certain amount of blend-
ing is done, and it imposes a financial 
hardship on smaller refiners, according 
to industry representatives.

Congress agreed, and the 
Environmental Protection Agency is able 
to grant waivers to refiners of less than 
75,000 barrels a day. Included in this 
group of small refiners are American 
Refining Group in Bradford and United 
Refining in Warren, Morgan said.

“The president has been hearing from 
the agricultural community about the 
renewable fuel standard,” he explained. 
“They want to see that program increase. 
We’re concerned about it for smaller 
refineries.”

Current federal law says the   

Ad campaign asking Trump to protect 
small refineries, like ARG
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American Refining Group’s refinery is not only a big part of the local landscape, but it is an 
integral part of the region’s economy. An industry group created a television ad to stress 
to the Trump Administration the importance of ethanol waivers for small refineries, such as 
ARG.

By KATE DAY SAGER
kdsager@bradfordera.com

When Bradford Travel opened its doors for the 
first time 39 years ago, it had a view of Main and 
Davis streets in a side office in the Holley Hotel.

The travel agency recently moved back to Main 
Street by setting up a new office at 89 Main St. 
where it hosted the Business After Hours event in 
partnership with the Bradford Area Chamber of 
Commerce.

Longtime travel agent Susan Holsinger said the 
business was originally owned and operated by 
Judy Williams at its first office on Main Street.

“We were (located) over in the corner of the 
(Holley Hotel) … that was way back when and they 
put in a bathroom for us and everything,” Holsinger 
said of agency’s first office. “It was all brand new 
and everything. We were a branch of Olean Travel 
at the time.”

She said later on, the Huber family purchased 
the business from Williams and moved the business 
to an office near the current U.S. Post Office. Later, 
she said the Huber family built Union Square and 

Bradford Travel 
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new location
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Bradford Travel agents Susan Holsinger, from left, and Jordan Wagner, along 
with manager Angela Shipman hosted the Business After Hours gathering this 
week at the agency’s new location at 89 Main St. in Bradford.
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