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AMERICAN PRIDE: 
Gerry Ford of Smethport 
shared a moment that 
gave him great pride 
recently.

“I was at American 
Legion Riders DEC 
in Grantville with my 
Granddaughter Zephyer 
whom is 7 years old, it 
was time to salute the 
Flag so I stood up with 
the crowd and she did 
also. I put my hand up 
to salute and she placed 
her hand on her heart 
and we said the Pledge 
of Allegiance. She never 
missed a word, I was the 
proudest person in the 
room.

Thank You Smethport 
Area School District for 
teaching our children to 
Honor and Respect our 
country’s American Flag. 
I am very proud to have 
grown up here and con-
tinue to live here. God 
Bless America.”

—————
NATIONAL 

PARENTS DAY OFF: 
Today is a newly recog-
nized holiday, according 
to nationaldaycalendar.
com, “All parents deserve 
a day off. On September 
14th, National Parents 
Day Off brings an oppor-
tunity for parents to 
recharge and get some 
much-deserved recogni-
tion.

Parents are the organiz-
ers, cheerleaders, teachers, 
and directors of the fam-
ily. They wear many hats 
and rarely have a moment 
for themselves. Yet, they 
are dedicated to raising 
successful, well-adjusted 
children.

Once school starts, 
parents have a window 
of time to take a breather. 
While we know carpools, 
after-school activities and 
school projects seem nev-
er-ending, taking time 
for yourself benefits you 
and the entire family.”

The website also shares 
the history of the day, 
noting “Epic founded 
National Parents Day 
Off in 2021 to show their 
appreciation for parents 
and encourage them to 
take a much-deserved 
break. Designed for 
unlimited discovery and 
unmatched safety, Epic is 
the leading digital reading 
platform for kids.”
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With the 150th anniver-
sary of the discovery of 
oil in the Bradford Field 
coming up, and the 50th 
anniversary of the Penn 
Brad Oil Museum, two 
local artists found this an 
ideal time to bring history 
to life in art form at the 
museum.

Isabelle Champlin 
and Samila Sosic worked 
together to create a 
mural which is triangu-
lar in shape and consists 
of three panels which 
together are 28 feet wide. 
The mural spans one 
upper wall of the muse-
um gift shop.

“It is a composite 
panorama, depicting 

the growth of the oil 
industry in the Bradford 
Field, from the Job Moses 
Well of 1865 to the water 
flooding innovations of 
the 1920s and 1930s,” 
Champlin said.

She explained that 
the process began in 
December of 2020, when 
Champlin and Sosic first 
met to start brainstorming 
and gathering ideas for 
inclusion in the mural. 
The majority of their 
inspiration came from old 
photographs.

Old photographs were 
the inspiration for most of 
the images, which include 
images of a gusher well, 
The Job Moses well, 
derricks and oil storage 

New mural at Penn Brad 
Oil Museum celebrates area oil history
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Isabelle Champlin and Samila Sosic are shown while working on the mural, 
created in celebration of the 150th anniversary of the discovery of oil in the 
Bradford Field, as well as the 50th anniversary of the founding of the Penn Brad 
Oil Museum in 1971.

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Local school districts are 
moving through the school year, 
with varied levels of exposure 
to COVID-19 as variants move 
through the area.

Floyd C. Fretz Middle School 

has reported several cases since 
the start of the school year. The 
last two confirmed cases were 
reported Sept. 8. School Street 
Elementary and George G. 
Blaisdell Elementary have each 
reported a single confirmed case 
of coronavirus since Aug. 23.

On Monday, Coudersport 

Area School District reported 
a confirmed positive case of 
COVID-19 in the elementa-
ry school and one in the high 
school.

Superintendent Drew Kyle 
explained close contacts were 
identified and notified of current 
district procedures.

The situation is being moni-
tored.

Ridgway Area School District 
reported Friday that “All District 
Schools are in a LOW School 
Based Transmission Rate (&lt;5% 
positive cases per building); 

School districts navigating new school year and COVID-19
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The Music and Art 
Fest held Saturday 
drew a decent 
crowd to downtown 
Bradford. Children 
enjoyed several 
opportunities to 
create art, includ-
ing a sand art 
heart with patriotic 
colored sand. “It 
truly was a great 
day and amazing 
weather! We esti-
mated somewhere 
about 1800-2000 
people in atten-
dance throughout 
the entire day,” said 
BCPAC Executive 
Director Darren 
Litz. Litz also noted 
that close to $7,000 
was raised at the 
Heart of the Arts 
auction to benefit 
the BCPAC scholar-
ship fund.

By DANIELLA GRIESBAUM
erastaff.43@gmail.com

The Bradford 
Township Board of 
Supervisors approved 
a variety of motions 
Monday evening.

Supervisors Jim Erwin 
and Mark Cline approved 
a resolution to accept the 
proposed contract agree-
ment between them and 
the Bradford Township 
Police Department as 
the new contract with an 
effective date of Jan. 1, 
2022, while Supervisor 
Steve Mascho abstained 
from the vote, stating he 
was not prepared to ren-
der a vote, until an exec-
utive work session could 

be held to review the con-
tract in greater depth.

Mascho, who spoke to 
an Era reporter after the 
meeting, stated he took 
issue with the way the 
matter for the new police 
contract was handled, as 
he was “only given one 
day to review the con-
tract in its entirety before 
today’s meeting.”

Mascho also declined 
to vote to approve the 
$97,920 invoice from the 
general fund billing for 
the purchase of the new 
2021 Ford F-600 Regular 
Cab DRW 4x4.

Cline read the August 
report for the Bradford 

Bradford Township 
votes to approve 

new police contract
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By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Bradford Area School 
Board heard from a num-
ber of audience members 
during Monday’s regular 
meeting, some speaking 
out against the masks 
and others supporting the 
current state-issued man-
date requiring masks in 
schools.

Most of the visitors 
speaking out against 
the masks noted they 
recognize that the board 
members have a tough 
job and receive “the heat” 
for a mandate issued by 
Pennsylvania’s Acting 
Secretary of Health.

Bradford City resident 
Edward O’Dell, who stat-
ed he was a taxpayer and 
also a parent to a  

daughter who attends 
school in the district, gave 
paperwork to the school 
board and stated that was 
their “out” if it was a con-
cern that the board would 
be sued for anyone con-
tracting coronavirus.

The paperwork was 
said to be from Attorney 
Eric Winter, who is based 
in Philadelphia.

Harold Skaggs spoke 
to the board, discussing 
concerns about wearing 
masks and discussing a 
mask he wears for work 
purposes that has car-
tridges with a four-hour 
saturation rate, noting 
that paper masks are 
not rated for saturation. 
Also, he shared concerns 
about fibers entering the 

Mask concerns top 
Bradford school board meeting

Era photo by JoEllen Wankel

Jim Tingley received a strong response from the audience Monday after he 
spoke to the Bradford school board. BASD ...  page A-8


