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LOOKING FOR 
HELP: Candice Snyder 
of North Carolina has an 
interesting request. We 
hope that our readers 
might be able to help.

Snyder writes, “My 
mother in law and father 
in law met at The Town 
Bar around 1948. I’d love 
to have photos of the bar 
for my husband.

His father passed away 
in 1991 and his mom is 
87 yrs old. I’d also love 
to get my hands on his-
toric photos from that 
time and maybe even 
an engagement clipping 
for his parents. I live in 
NC and have conduct-
ed an extensive online 
search. I’ve reached out 
to the Bradford Historical 
Society. Do you have 
ideas of where else I 
could find this info?”

We can only ask our 
readers and see if anyone 
has photos they would be 
willing to share. Please 
feel free to contact The 
Era if you can help by 
calling the newsroom, 
362-6531, or emailing 
news@bradfordera.com. 
We will pass the info 
along.

———
NATIONAL BIRD 

DAY: Intended to raise 
public awareness of the 
plight of birds, National 
Bird Day is celebrated on 
Jan. 5 each year. The hol-
iday, which was founded 
in 2002, provides the 
opportunity to highlight 
disease, the illegal pet 
trade and other factors 
that put birds in danger.

Loss of habitat is 
another issue numer-
ous bird species face in 
today’s world.

Birds are often a 
keystone species in eco-
systems. For example, 
the holes left behind by 
woodpeckers are often 
used as homes for a large 
variety of other animals. 
That means if woodpeck-
ers were to run out of a 
food source – or out of the 
right kinds of trees – so, 
too, would all the ani-
mals that depend on their 
pecking skills.

Today is also National 
Keto Day and National 
Whipped Cream Day. 
Celebrate whichever you 
prefer, or both if you can 
fit that into your new 
year’s resolutions.
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By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

The percentage of people testing positive for 
COVID-19 in three local counties rose for the last 
week of 2020, according to a report from Gov. 
Tom Wolf’s office on Monday.

Statewide, the percent positivity for the week 
of Dec. 25 to 31 was 15%, which showed a small 
improvement.

Locally, Elk County was the only one under 
the state’s rate at 14.8%, and the only one to have 
dropped for that time period. The rate for the 
week prior in Elk County was 16.3%.

Cameron County had the largest increase, from 
15.8% to 20.7% — one of 21 counties in the state 
with a rate above 20%.

The next highest rate locally was in Potter 
County, where the percent positivity for the last 
week of 2020 came in at 19.7%, up from 15.1% for 
the week prior.

McKean County’s rate was 17.9%, up from 
14.5% the week prior.

Each county in Pennsylvania was ranked in 
the range of substantial risk for transmission, 
according to Wolf’s office.

“Although the decrease in our statewide pos-
itivity rate is small, it is still encouraging,” Wolf 
said. “The sacrifices Pennsylvanians took over the 
holidays to celebrate differently than usual and 
with people inside your household are signs of 
our continued resilience and drive to fight against 
COVID-19. We must continue these best practic-
es to stay safe and keep our friends, family and 
loved ones safe while COVID-19 remains a threat 
in our communities.”

As of Dec. 31, the state had seen a seven-day 
case increase of 40,407 cases; the previous sev-
en-day increase was 48,883 cases, indicating 8,476 
fewer new cases across the state over the past 
week compared to the previous week.

“This week we report a significant decrease 
in individuals responding to our case investiga-
tions,” Secretary of Health Dr. Rachel Levine said. 
“We continue to urge Pennsylvanians to answer 
the call and complete the case investigation in 
order to ensure those they were in close contact 
with are informed of their exposure. This pro-
tects friends, family, loved ones and the health 
care system. Please answer the call — answer the 
call when a public health professional is calling, 
complete the case investigation whether it is 
over the phone or through the new Connect & 
Protect Form and answer the call to download the 
COVID Alert PA free app.”

Percent 
positivity rose 
at end of 2020 
locally, state 
report shows

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

LEWIS RUN — A man from Lima, N.Y., was 
killed in a one-vehicle crash that happened 
early Sunday morning in Ceres Township, Pa.

Ryan J. Frair, 24, of Lima, was pronounced 
dead at the scene, Lewis Run-based state police 
reported.

According to police, a 2007 Dodge Nitro 
sport utility vehicle driven by Tifany M. 
Prescott, 28, of Portville, N.Y., was traveling 
west at a high rate of speed on Route 44, when 
it went out of control on a left-hand curve. The 
SUV went off the right side of the road and 
struck a concrete barrier with its passenger side.

After hitting the concrete barrier, the SUV 
rotated clockwise about 180 degrees and came 
to rest facing north, police said.

Frair, who was not wearing his seatbelt, was 
ejected from the vehicle. Meanwhile, Prescott, 
who was wearing her seatbelt, suffered suspect-
ed minor injuries and was transported to Olean 
(N.Y.) General Hospital for treatment, police 
reported.

Police said that charges are pending against 
Prescott but did not specify what charges she 
will face.

It was not clear if charges have yet been 
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These houses on Williams Street celebrated the holidays all decked out with 
bright lights this season.
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Recent fluctuations in the temperature have resulted in a “here today, gone 
tomorrow” relationship with icicles, such as these on Rock City Hill road. Fatal ...  page A-8

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Bradford Township 
held both its annual 
re-organizational meeting 
and its regular meeting 
Monday.

Jim Erwin will remain 
supervisor chairman, 
while Supervisor Mark 
Cline will serve as 
vice-chairman. Supervisor 
Steve Mascho abstained 
from both votes.

Meetings will continue 
to be held at 7 p.m. on the 
second Monday of each 
month in 2021, with the 
exception of November, 
when it will be held the 
third Monday of the 
month, Nov. 15.

The budget for 2021 
was approved during the 
re-organizational meeting 
as well.

The resignation of 
Robert Burrell as town-
ship auditor was accept-
ed. Township resident 
Dave Geitner, who sub-
mitted a letter of interest, 
was appointed to serve 
the rest of Burrell’s two-
year term, which will be 
up at the end of 2021.

During the town-
ship’s regular meeting, 
supervisors approved a 
resolution to adopt the 
Federal Department of 
Transportation’s drug 
testing for all CDL driv-
ers. They also approved 
a three-year agreement 
with the City Ambulance 
Service for 2021-23. The 
agreement for 2021 is at 
the rate of $26,667, an 
increase of 20% over 2020, 
according to Erwin. The 
rate increases 15% for 
2022 and 10% for 2023.

Mascho voted no, not-
ing the cost for the three-
year agreement seemed 
high. Erwin and Cline 
stated the intent to negoti-
ate with the city.

Burrell observed that 
he was told by McKean 
County Commissioners 
that in the coming 
months, Bradford 
Regional Medical Center 
will become an urgent 
care center, which will 
mean residents will need 
to be transported else-
where for care. This will 
be a concern for those 
who do not have their 
own transportation  

available to travel to a 
hospital in Olean, N.Y., or 
Erie.

“That’s a terrible 
shame,” noted Mascho. 
“We have a great facility 
up there, and to see the 
way it’s going, I never 
thought we’d see that.”

Three zoning permits 
were issued during the 
month of December, 
which brings the town-
ship’s total to 51 for the 
year. There were two 
zoning violations, one of 
which resulted in the res-
ident applying for a per-
mit and the other resulted 
in a cease of construction.

Zoning officer Mike 
Salerno noted that of 
the 51 permits for the 
year, roughly 20% were 
applied for after the fact. 
Township residents are 
advised to consult the 
township or the township 
website prior to starting a 
construction project, as it 
may save them money.

Next month’s meeting, 
which will be held on Feb. 
8, will have a maximum 
attendance of 10 people, 
which will include seven 
board and staff and three 
residents.

Erwin to remain 
BT supervisor chairman


