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SAFETY TIPS, 
CONTINUED: Below 
are safety tips for winter 
weather in case of travel 
or a power outage.

TRAVEL SAFETY:
— Stay off the road if 

possible during severe 
weather. If you must 
drive in winter weather, 
follow these tips:

— Make sure everyone 
has their seat belts on and 
give your full attention to 
the road.

— Don’t follow other 
vehicles too closely. 
Sudden stops are difficult 
on snowy roadways.

— Don’t use cruise 
control when driving in 
winter weather.

— Don’t pass snow 
plows.

— Ramps, bridges and 
overpasses freeze before 
roadways.

— If you become 
stranded, stay in your 
vehicle and wait for help. 
Do not leave the vehicle 
to search for assistance 
unless help is visible.

— Run the engine 
occasionally to keep 
warm. Turn on the engine 
for about 10 minutes each 
hour. Use the heater while 
the engine is running. 
Keep the exhaust pipe 
clear of snow, and slightly 
open a downwind win-
dow for ventilation.

— Be sure to include 
COVID mitigation in your 
travel safety plans. Make 
sure that everyone has 
face coverings, hand san-
itizer and wipes to help 
limit contact with surfaces 
that could potentially 
spread the COVID-19 
virus.

IN CASE OF A 
POWER OUTAGE:

— Use flashlights in 
the dark, not candles.

— If you are using a 
generator be sure you 
understand the risks of 
carbon monoxide poison-
ing. Never use a generator 
indoors or in a garage. It 
must be kept outside in a 
well-ventilated area.

— Keep refrigerator 
and freezer doors closed 
as much as possible. An 
unopened refrigerator will 
keep foods cold for about 
4 hours. A full freezer will 
keep the temperature for 
about 48 hours (24 hours 
if it is half full) if the door 
remains closed. If it looks 
like the power outage will 
continue beyond a day, 
prepare a cooler with ice 
for your freezer items.

— Turn off and 
unplug all unnecessary 
electrical equipment, 
including sensitive elec-
tronics.
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2020 has been a rough 
year for many and, 
during these times espe-
cially, the smallest acts of 
kindness can completely 
make someone’s day. 
That’s exactly what hap-
pened after Lisa Bowser, 
RN supervisor at Sena 
Kean Manor, answered 
the phone this past 
Sunday and was asked 
by the Break the Chains 
Coalition if they could 
bring lunches for all of 
the staff.

Bowser said the facility 
had ceased all deliveries 
during the pandemic due 
to possible contamination, 
though she immediately 
called and obtained per-
mission for them to bring 
the lunches.

“Just to know that we 
aren’t in this alone means 
the world,” she explained.

The Era reached out 
and spoke to Break 
the Chains Coalition 
President Mandy Rudolph 
about the group and what 
they’ve been doing in the 
community.

Rudolph noted that 
the coalition has been in 

existence for roughly five 
years.

“We began when we 
realized the pain and dev-
astation that accompanies 
those who are struggling 
with or have lost loved 
ones due to drug and 
alcohol addiction and self 
harm and suicide,” she 
said. “Our Coalition is 
made up of 9 individuals 
whose hearts desperately 
long for our culture to 

change and lives to be set 
free from the chains that 
are holding them down.”

In addition to the 
Annual Break the Chains 
festival, the group has 
also helped with other 
events, hosted coffee 
house fundraisers and 5K 
races. Most recently, they 
held their first BTC Heart 
to Serve event, which 
was held at Open Arms 
Church in Port Allegany.

“Artists and public 
speakers sent us videos 
and we did a virtual event 
on our Facebook page,” 
explained Rudolph. “In 
addition, we set up a 
drive-thru with a free 
lunch where we served 
soup, chili, desserts and 
bread.”

She said they had the 
event to be able to serve 
those in the community 
while keeping them safe 

and letting them know 
that they are not alone, 
adding that “holidays 
can be difficult, especially 
during this time of social 
distancing.”

The group also accept-
ed prayer requests during 
the event and lifted 
them in prayer together 
at the end of the event. 
Additionally, lunches 

Local group brings smiles through community service
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Members of the Break the Chain Coalition stand outside Sena Kean Manor with sack lunches they brought 
for all the staff to brighten their day.
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It’s official — Family 
Dollar is relocating to the 
Forman Street plaza in 
Bradford, and the House 
of Television will be 
moving to the old Family 
Dollar location in Union 
Square.

The Chesapeake, Va.-
based Dollar Tree Inc., 
owner of the Family 
Dollar brand, said the 
new 10,000-square-foot 
store is expected to open 
in April 2021. The store 
will take up the entire 
Davis Street side of the 
plaza, which also houses 
Save-A-Lot and Arby’s.

The company noted a 
store of this size typically 
employs six to 10 associ-
ates.

“We will be hiring and 
interested applicants can 
apply online at www.
FamilyDollar.com/careers 
or by visiting the store 

location closer to the 
opening date,” read a 
release from the company.

“We are proud to be 
part of the Bradford com-
munity,” stated Kayleigh 
M. Painter, Dollar Tree’s 
investor and media rela-
tions manager.

The store’s location at 
Union Square closed earli-
er this year.

The House of 
Television will be mov-
ing by Jan. 1, a company 
representative confirmed 
Thursday.

In addition to provid-
ing low prices, generally 
from $1 to $10, Family 
Dollar stores offer a broad 
assortment of products 
including frozen and 
refrigerated food, beauty 
and essentials, household 
products, pet food, dia-
pers, electronics, hard-
ware and automotive 
supplies, apparel and sea-
sonal items. The offerings 

Family Dollar to reopen in plaza on Forman Street
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Bradford’s Family Dollar is slated to relocate to this spot at 75 Forman St. in the 
spring, and the House of Television plans to move to the former Family Dollar 
location in Union Square.

Era photo by Ruth Bogdan

A crew of unusual characters on East Main Street don Santa hats and red outfits 
as they celebrate the Christmas season.

By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

Thursday’s virus case count in the region 
jumped by nearly 100 cases, according to the 
Pennsylvania Department of Health.

McKean County had an additional 51 cases for 
1,187 total, and 11 total deaths; Elk, an additional 
29 cases for 967, and 13 total deaths; Potter, an 
additional 13 cases for 461, and 10 deaths; and 
Cameron, an additional 6 cases, bringing the 
county’s total case count over 100 for a total of 
104, and a total of 2 deaths. Cameron County still 
has the lowest case count in the state.

In Bradford, there were 20 additional cases for 
376 confirmed and 104 probable; Lewis Run, 1 
more case for 33 confirmed and 148 probable; in 
Kane, there were 16 more cases for 147 confirmed 
and 21 probable; Smethport, 4 more cases for 86 
confirmed and 8 probable; Port Allegany, 2 more 
cases to 74 confirmed and 10 probable; Eldred, 
at least 5 additional cases for 49 confirmed and 
5 probable; Turtlepoint, 1 more case for 10 con-
firmed and 1 to 4 probable; and Cyclone, 1 more 
for 7 confirmed and 6 probable.

Region sees 
nearly 100 new 
COVID-19 cases
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