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BIRTH MONTH 
FLOWERS: April’s birth 
flowers are the daisy and 
the sweet pea.

The daisy conveys 
innocence, loyal love, and 
purity. In an interesting 
twist, it also is the flower 
that, when given as a gift 
to a friend, promises a 
secret kept.

The other April flower 
is the sweet pea. They 
have a lovely fragrance 
and are typically used to 
signify a moment of good-
bye.

Flies are said to be 
deterred by the sweet 
pea’s fragrance, provid-
ing a fly-free atmosphere 
for those who grow them 
and later enjoy their fra-
grance in a vase indoors.

Other birth flowers by 
month include:

May — lily of the val-
ley & hawthorne; June — 
rose & honeysuckle

July — larkspur & 
water lily; August — 
gladiolus & poppy

September — aster & 
morning glory; October — 
marigold & cosmos

November — chrysan-
themum; December — 
narcissus & holly

January — carnation & 
snowdrop

February — violet & 
primrose; March — daffo-
dil & jonquil

———
SOCIAL MEDIA 

SUCCESS: PRFire.com 
recently conducted a sur-
vey of 2,600 adults age 
18-24, and they found 
that opinions are varied 
on what “success” is on 
social media, but that 
schools are lacking in a 
very important element 
of education these days 
— the dangers of social 
media.

A quarter (24%) of 
respondents say they 
would only need to gain 
5K followers in order to 
feel successful on social 
media, whereas 16% say 
they would need 10K fol-
lowers to feel this success. 
Another 7% said they 
would need 50K follow-
ers; 24% would want 100K 
followers; 11% would 
need 500K and 18% aspire 
to achieve celebrity status 
with 1 million followers.

Lastly, three-quar-
ters (75%) think schools 
should offer classes on 
the dangers of social 
media. This does make a 
lot of sense, particularly 
when you consider how 
many young children are 
making use of technology 
in their day-to-day life 
(such as for online learn-
ing and watching videos).

For an interactive map 
of the results, see “Blue 
tick or College Degree?” 
at https://www.prfire.
com/blog/.
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On Tuesday, the McKean 
County Commissioners pro-
claimed April 18-24 Conservation 
District Week 2021 in McKean 
County.

Conservation Districts began 
nationwide after the Dust Bowl 
removed valuable topsoil from 
farms and caused serious health 
and economic issues for farmers 
and the environment. Citizens 
realized the problems if soil and 
water are not protected. Dust 
clouds even reached Washington, 
D.C., from the midwest states.

In 1945, Pennsylvania passed 

the Conservation District Law 
which led to the grass-roots 
effort to establish Districts in 
each county. The McKean County 
Conservation District was 
established over 60 years ago. 
Potter County is home to the 
first Conservation District in the 
state. Each District is overseen 
by a volunteer board of directors 
of local people from farms and 
the public who provide leader-
ship and make decisions about 
District programs, funding, and 
policies.

The Conservation District is 

a department of the McKean 
County local government. The 
District brings funds from a 
wide variety of sources into the 
county to complete projects large 
and small for environmental 
improvement. While McKean 
County provides a portion of 
the District budget, for each 
dollar the county provides the 
District brings an additional $51 
from other grants and sources 
for District work. A staff of six 
supports the various programs, 
completes projects, provides 
technical assistance, and delivers 

education programs.
The District is also delegated 

by the Pennsylvania Department 
of Environmental Protection to 
provide local service for permit-
ting for projects involving stream 
encroachment or crossings, or 
earth disturbance. Staff are able 
to process and review many per-
mits locally, expediting process-
ing time to get permits approved 
and projects to the construction 
phase efficiently and quickly.

Additional delegation from 

Celebrating Conservation District Week 2021

By KATE DAY SAGER
Era Reporter

The clubhouse at the McKean 
County Rifle Club had a fragrance that 
hasn’t been experienced very much at 
public events the past couple of years 
— the aroma of cooked leeks and ham 
along with leek dip.

The purpose of the gathering was 
the annual Ham & Leek Shoot and Ax 
Throw competition, but part of the 
allure was the delicious food served on 
the side.

Tim Bean, president of the Rifle 
Club, located at 1142 West Warren 
Road in Marshburg, said the social 
aspect of the gathering has always 
included leek cuisine made from wild 
onions, or ramps, found on area hill-
sides in the spring. The community 
had celebrated the tasty dishes made 
from leeks in the past with events that 
included the former Stink Fest. Over 
the past year and a half, however, 
many social gatherings have fallen by 
the wayside because of the pandemic.

Rob Drummond, longtime member 
of the club and its former president, 
said the event dates back more than 30 
years.

“The Ham & Leek Shoot and 
Ax Throw started back in 1987,” 
Drummond recalled, noting there are 
other similar events during the year 
at the club such as the Eskimo and 
Goldenrod shoots.

Bean said the competition aspect 
of the gathering draws in many men, 
women and youngsters who want 
to try their skills with shooting shot-
guns, rifles and pistols, and throwing 
axes and horseshoes. Between 30 and 
40 people participated in Saturday’s 
event. Many also bring delicious foods 
and dips to the event.

“We get people from Johnsonburg 
and from outside of Jamestown (N.Y.)” 
to compete, he added, noting winners 
receive hats for each individual event 
and various categories.“We have a real 
strong following of people who have 
done this every year.”

The results will be published in the 
Bradford Era sports section.

Bean said he is glad that the club 
keeps up with the local tradition of the 
shoot and the serving of the food. He 
noted club members followed pandem-
ic protocols inside, as well as during 
the competition staged outside.

“People like tradition and we keep 

Fun outdoor competition, delicious 
cuisine shared at Ham & Leek Shoot
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Tim Bean, president of the McKean County Rifle Club, looks over a large cooker containing 
ham and leeks during Saturday’s McKean County Rifle Club’s Ham & Leek Shoot and Ax Throw.
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Kevin Lindahl, vice president of the McKean County Rifle Club, practices his ax throwing prior 
to Saturday’s annual Ham & Leek Shoot and Ax Throw.
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Visitors to the Crook Farm Trail recently enjoyed sunny skies and tem-
peratures warm enough to shed long sleeves. Today’s forecast is another 
sunny day, with a high near 60.

T-shirt weather
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By FRAN DE LANCEY
frdelancey@yahoo.com

SMETHPORT — In 
a report to the McKean 
County commissioners, 
Zach Pearson, McKean 
County director of veter-
ans affairs, said the Erie 
Veterans Administration 
Medical Center is expand-
ing COVID-19 vaccines to 
all veterans, their spouses 
and caregivers.

According to Pearson, 
the expansion of the vac-
cinations for all veterans 
includes those not cur-
rently eligible or enrolled 
in VA care, veterans’ 
spouses and caregivers 

and CHAMPVA bene-
ficiaries as outlined in 
the newly-signed SAVE 
LIVES Act.

All veterans and indi-
viduals eligible under the 
SAVE LIVES Act may call 
814-868-8661 and press 2 
to schedule a vaccination 
appointment or sign up 
online using the Keep 
Me Informed tool (www.
va.gov/health-care/
covid-19-vaccine/stay-in-
formed).

COVID-19 vaccine 
distribution is based 
on supply availability 
and is scheduled by 

Erie VA Medical 
Center expands 
vaccines to all 
veterans, spouses 
and caregivers
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