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Today’s Weather:
Today’s skies will be filled with 

mostly sunshine, with a high near 78 
degrees. For tonight’s forecast see 
A-10.

ADA DAY, YAY! 
Today is the 32nd anni-
versary. Did you know 
that the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) 
was signed into law on 
July 26, 1990 by President 
George H.W. Bush?

Did you know that not 
all disabilities are visi-
ble? Sure, seeing a cane or 
wheelchair or other assis-
tive device makes aware-
ness easier, but for some 
people, their disability is 
invisible. For instance, it 
might be harder to “see” 
Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder (PTSD), epilepsy, 
Crohn’s disease, multi-
ple sclerosis (MS) and so 
many others.

Whether visible or 
invisible, those with 
disabilities carry enough 
(worry, isolation, loss, 
unfair treatment, judg-
ment, pain, fatigue…) 
on a daily basis. Many 
carry on through, well 
enough from the outside, 
but please don’t think 
the load isn’t heavy some 
days.

Today, thanks to the 
ADA, many with disabil-
ities have been able to 
get out more, find better 
or more accommodating 
careers, and are breaking 
down the barriers that 
once held them down.

ADAAnniversary.org 
has several ways to cele-
brate the day.

Here are a few to 
get you started: Hold 
Disability Awareness 
Events

 ■ Host a wheelchair 
game or races.

 ■ Exhibit works by art-
ists with disabilities.

 ■ Sponsor a disability 
awareness poster contest.

 ■ Demonstrate the use 
of assistive devices at a 
community event.

 ■ Host an online or 
in-person discussion. Ask 
questions such as: What 
impact has the ADA had 
on your life? What would 
be different about your 
life if we did not have the 
ADA?

Throughout the 
year and on the ADA 
Anniversary (July 26), the 
ADA National Network 
recognizes this landmark 
event and the important 
work to promote equal 
opportunity for people 
with disabilities.

KANE — Calls to 
the Kane Volunteer Fire 
Department are still com-
ing in from the storms 
that hit the area Sunday 
and slammed Kane espe-
cially hard Sunday night.

Reports were of very 
high winds, rain and 
hail — hail bad enough it 
stripped leaves off garden 
plants — according to one 
area resident.

At 1:58 p.m. on 
Sunday, there was a 
severe thunderstorm in 
the Kane area. According 
to weather reports, 60 
mph wind gusts and 
quarter size hail were 
expected to hit with the 
storm. And both did. The 
wind damaged roofs, 
siding, and trees while 
the hail did damage to 
vehicles.

By 2:14 p.m. the storm 
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A seventh victim of 
accused rapist Darvin 
Carpenter has come for-
ward, and 42 new crim-
inal counts have been 
added to the 224 counts 
already lodged against 
him.

Carpenter, 51, of Park 
Street, Bradford, is in 
McKean County Jail on $5 
million bail — believed 
to be the highest bail ever 
set in the county.

According to the Lewis 
Run-based state police, a 
seventh victim disclosed 
abuse by Carpenter, 
alleging multiple inde-
cent assaults taking place 
between 2015 and 2017.

The new charges are 
as follows: two counts 
of corruption of minors, 
third-degree felonies; 10 
counts of indecent assault 
by forcible compulsion, 

first-degree misdemean-
ors; 10 counts of indecent 
assault of a victim less 
than 16, second-degree 
misdemeanors; 10 counts 
of indecent assault with-
out consent, second-de-
gree misdemeanors; and 
10 counts of distribution 
of a small amount of mar-
ijuana, misdemeanors.

The alleged assaults 
came to light when one 
of the victims, approxi-
mately 13 years of age, 
was interviewed at the 
Children’s Advocacy 
Center of McKean 
County, and disclosed 
that Carpenter had 
touched her in a sexual 
manner several times, 
beginning when she was 
in 6th grade.

A second victim told 
state police that when she 
was 12 to 15, Carpenter 
would buy her cigarettes 
and make her perform sex 
acts when she was a juve-
nile. She told police about 

a third victim who wit-
nessed the assaults and 
was assaulted as well, the 
complaint alleged.

The third victim said 
that when she was 12 to 
16, Carpenter would give 
her cigarettes, alcohol and 
marijuana and force her 
to perform sex acts, the 
complaint alleged.

Police received 
information about two 
additional victims. The 
fourth victim told police 
Carpenter had raped her 
from when she was 5 
until she was about 12, 
and estimated it hap-
pened more than 100 
times, the complaint 
alleged.

The fifth victim said 
Carpenter asked her mul-
tiple times when she was 
a juvenile, age 12 to 17, to 
perform sex acts on him. 
She did not do so. He 
also touched her inappro-
priately when she was a 
juvenile. When she was 

an adult, he forced her to 
perform a sex act on him, 
the complaint alleged.

The sixth and seventh 
victims disclosed assaults 
to the state police after 
Carpenter’s arrest.

The charges for the 
assault on the sixth vic-
tim are as follows: two 
counts of involuntary 
deviate sexual intercourse 
on a victim less than 16 
and one count of crim-
inal solicitation of IDSI 
on a victim less than 16, 
all first-degree felonies; 
three counts of aggra-
vated indecent assault, 
second-degree felonies; 
corruption of minors, a 
third-degree felony; inde-
cent assault by forcible 
compulsion and indecent 
exposure, first-degree 
misdemeanors; indecent 
assault on a victim less 
than 16 and indecent 
assault without consent, 
second-degree misde-
meanors; and distribution 

of a small amount of mar-
ijuana, a misdemeanor.

The other charges 
against him are as fol-
lows: 10 counts rape of 
a child, 10 counts rape 
by forcible compulsion, 
10 counts involuntary 
deviate sexual intercourse 
with a child, 10 counts 
of involuntary deviate 
sexual intercourse with 
a victim less than 13, 20 
counts involuntary devi-
ate sexual intercourse by 
forcible compulsion, one 
count of aggravated inde-
cent assault of a child, 
and 25 counts of criminal 
solicitation of IDSI with 
a victim less than 16, all 
of which are first degree 
felonies; two counts of 
corruption of minors and 
one of indecent assault of 
a victim less than 13, all 
third-degree felonies.

He is also charged 
with 20 counts of sexual 
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An Emporium cou-
ple are behind bars for 
allegedly stealing more 
than $164,000 in a year 
from the gas station 
where the wife served as 
manager.

Jennifer Weichman, 
49, and Dean Weichman, 
53, both of 55 Sizer Run 
Road, were arraigned 
Monday before District 
Judge Barry Brown and 
jailed — the wife in lieu 
of $164,314.79 bail and the 
husband in lieu of $82,157 
bail. She is charged with 
62 felony counts, while he 
is charged with 49 felo-
nies, all relating to theft.

According to the crimi-
nal complaint, Emporium 

Police Chief David Merritt 
was contacted by the 
owner of Fuel-On, identi-
fied only as Sayed in the 
complaint, in June of 2022 
regarding an employee 
stealing money and fal-
sifying spreadsheets and 
accounting numbers. 
The complaintant said 
he believed it had been 
happening for some time, 
as the company accounts 
found almost $180,000 of 
cash missing from 2021 to 
the present.

Jennifer Weichman had 
been manager for two 
years, and was the sole 
employee responsible for 
sales accounting, inven-
tory, lottery machines, 
food ordering, taking cash 
deposits to the bank and 

Storms cause damage in Kane

Photo by Dave Carlson, KVFD photographer

This photo captures only some of the damage caused by the severe thunderstorms that tore through Kane 
on Sunday. There is a vehicle and part of the home’s roof under the broken tree branch at this Easton Street 
residence.Kane ...  page A-10

Seventh victim of Carpenter 
discloses allegations to state police

7th Victim ...  page A-10

Emporium couple jailed for alleged 
$164K theft from wife’s employer

Theft ...  page A-10

Era photo by Daniella Langianese

This young man enjoyed a dip in the shallow pool of the Barcroft Pool at 
Callahan Park in Bradford on a sunny, warm afternoon.


