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TERROR: It was 18 
years ago that the nation 
stood still.

“Day of Terror” read 
the headline on the front 
of the Era for Sept. 12, 
2001. “Airborne terrorists 
strike U.S.”

The World Trade 
Center. The Pentagon. 
A crashed plane in 
Shanksville.

The American way of 
life changed that day. The 
Department of Homeland 
Security; the Patriot 
Act; the Transportation 
Security Administration.

It was unthinkable that 
such an attack could hap-
pen on American soil.

The National 
September 11 Memorial 
Museum in New York 
City “serves as the coun-
try’s principal institution 
concerned with exploring 
the implications of the 
events of 9/11, document-
ing the impact of those 
events and exploring 
9/11’s continuing signif-
icance,” reads a descrip-
tion on the website for 
the museum.

The core exhibits at the 
museum has three parts, 
exploring the day of 9/11, 
before 9/11 and after 
9/11.

The memorial exhibi-
tion commemorates the 
lives of those who died 
on Sept. 11, 2001, and on 
Feb. 26, 1993, the first 
attack on the World Trade 
Center when six people 
were killed.

“The National 
September 11 Memorial 
is a tribute of remem-
brance and honor to 
the 2,977 people killed 
in the terror attacks of 
September 11, 2001 at 
the World Trade Center 
site, near Shanksville, 
Pa., and at the Pentagon, 
as well as the six peo-
ple killed in the World 
Trade Center bombing in 
February 1993.

“The Memorial’s 
twin reflecting pools 
are each nearly an acre 
in size and feature the 
largest manmade water-
falls in North America. 
The pools sit within the 
footprints where the 
Twin Towers once stood. 
Architect Michael Arad 
and landscape architect 
Peter Walker created the 
Memorial design select-
ed from a global design 
competition that included 
more than 5,200 entries 
from 63 nations.

“The names of every 
person who died in the 
2001 and 1993 attacks 
are inscribed into 
bronze panels edging 
the Memorial pools, a 
powerful reminder of the 
largest loss of life result-
ing from a foreign attack 
on American soil and 
the greatest single loss 
of rescue personnel in 
American history.”
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By JENNIFER PELTZ

NEW YORK (AP) — Americans are 
commemorating 9/11 with mournful 
ceremonies, volunteering, appeals to 
"never forget" and rising attention to 
the terror attacks' extended toll on 
responders.

A crowd of victims' relatives is 
expected at ground zero Wednesday, 
while President Donald Trump is 
scheduled to join an observance at the 
Pentagon. Vice President Mike Pence 
is to speak at the third attack site, near 
Shanksville, Pennsylvania.

Eighteen years after the deadliest 
terrorist attack on American soil, the 
nation is still grappling with the after-
math at ground zero, in Congress and 
beyond. The attacks' aftermath is vis-
ible from airport security checkpoints 
to Afghanistan. A rocket exploded at 
the U.S. embassy as the anniversary 
began in Afghanistan, where a post-
9/11 invasion has become America's 
longest war.

"People say, 'Why do you stand 

US to commemorate 9/11 
as its aftermath extends and evolves

Adam Cairns/Dispatch

Volunteers set up the 9/11 tribute on the lawn of the Ohio Statehouse on Monday, Sept. 9, 
2019. 2,977 flags were planted to honor those who died in the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 
2001. 9/11 ... page A-10

By KATE DAY SAGER
Special to the Era

A number of years after Bob Rinfrette helped with 
recovery of remains of victims of the World Trade 
Center attacks on Sept. 11, 2001, he noticed he was hav-
ing breathing difficulties.

Rinfrette spoke Tuesday of helping recover victims’ 
remains after the attack with his late cadaver dog, 
Buddy, as well as health issues he’s experienced as 
a result of his work. The terrorist attacks occurred at 
three sites in the United States 18 years ago today, now 
observed as Patriot Day.

Both Rinfrette and his wife, Vickie, who live in 
Limestone, said that they have no regrets that he 
served the country with his recovery efforts, despite 
the breathing issues that are believed to have resulted 
from working at a landfill during 12-hour shifts over a 
10-day period.

A deputy with the Cattaraugus County Sheriff’s 
Office at the time, Rinfrette was called by former Sheriff 
Ernie Dustman a few days after the attacks to travel 
to Manhattan with Buddy, a yellow Labrador retriever 
trained in cadaver recovery.

“Back then, the cadaver dogs weren’t a big commod-
ity,” Rinfrette recalled. “There were dogs (in the recov-
ery effort) from all over the country.”

He was first called to work at Ground Zero at the 
World Trade Center site in Manhattan, but the follow-
ing day was asked to travel with Buddy to a landfill 
where debris from Ground Zero was being hauled. 
The work was difficult as the remains of thousands of 
people killed in the attack were spread out over the 
ground.

“Everything was burned so it was just nasty smell-
ing,” he remembered, noting Buddy had alerted pathol-
ogy officials to the remains of a number of victims. 
“This was the biggest thing I ever encountered because 
it was so massive.”

During the long shifts, Rinfrette wore protective 
gear, but only was provided a paper mask, much like 
those used by painters, to shield his mouth and nose 
from the caustic fumes of the landfill. After the shifts, 
he stayed with Buddy at a church that provided make-
shift lodging for the dog-handlers and dogs. After each 

Despite health issues, Rinfrette has no 
regrets responding after 9/11 attacks
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By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

Bradford’s Hometown 
Heroes Committee pro-
posed guidelines for its 
hero banner project to 
Bradford City Council at 
Tuesday’s regular council 
meeting.

The three-page propos-
al — provided by Amy 
Peterson, president of the 
Lt. John C. Roche VFW 
Post 212 Auxiliary, and 
Kate Kloss, a trustee with 
the auxiliary — outlined 
several details about how 
the project could be exe-
cuted.

Three separate groups 
that recently formed with 
the goal of developing a 
Hometown Hero banner 
project met on Aug. 26 to 
develop a consolidated 
plan. The committee com-
prises those three groups 

Hometown Heroes Committee 
makes official proposal

Era photo by Ruth Bogdan

Bradford City Mayor Tom Riel announces September 
as Ovarian Cancer Month during Tuesday’s city 
council meeting. The designation was first made 
in 2018, thanks to the efforts of Bradford resident 
Susan Evans, left, an ovarian cancer survivor who is 
an advocate for awareness of the disease.Council ...  page A-10

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

Comedy Sandwich — 
Bradford Little Theatre’s 
new improv troupe — 
will make its Bradford 
debut with a show this 
Saturday.

This is the group’s 
second performance alto-
gether. Since the troupe 
performed its very first 
show Aug. 23 in Cuba, 
N.Y., members have come 
up with a name: Comedy 
Sandwich.

Kristin Asinger, improv 
troupe member and BLT 
president, explained 
that name is a play on a 
common abbreviation for 
Bradford Little Theatre, 
which is also the abbrevi-
ation for a bacon, lettuce 
and tomato sandwich.

The improv show will 
also kick off of BLT’s 23rd 

season.
Doors open at 7 p.m., 

and the show begins at 
7:30 p.m. The show loca-
tion is the Afterwords 
Club at Beefeaters. The 
show will be about one 
hour and 15 minutes long, 
with no intermission.

The show is open to 
audience members of 
all ages, though Asinger 
noted it is a judgment 
call for parents to bring 
young children to a venue 
that serves alcohol. The 
show itself won’t be adult 
humor.

“It’s just going to be 
fun, silly humor and cre-
ativeness,” she said.

What they do is sim-
ilar to the television 
show “Whose Line Is It 
Anyway?”

For the show, troupe 

Comedy Sandwich 
improv group to 

make Bradford debut
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Era photo by Kate Day Sager

Bob Rinfrette, of Limestone, who has handled search dogs for local law 
enforcement for more than 35 years, looks over a photo album featuring 
pictures of his recovery efforts of victims’ remains following the World 
Trade Center Sept. 11, 2001 attacks.


