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PEAK METEOR 
ACTIVITY: October’s 
Draconid meteor show-
er – sometimes called 
the Giacobinids – is 
gearing up. According to 
Earthsky.org, this week’s 
waning gibbous moon 
won’t rise until mid-to-
late evening, providing 
a few to several hours 
of dark sky, starting at 
nightfall.

The Draconid shower 
is usually a sleeper, rarely 
offering more than five 
meteors per hour. But 
watch out if the Dragon 
awakes!

The Draconid meteor 
shower produced awe-
some meteor displays 
in 1933 and 1946, with 
thousands of meteors per 
hour seen in those years. 
European observers saw 
over 600 meteors per 
hour in 2011.

The Draconid shower 
is active between October 
6 and 10. While yesterday 
was the best evening to 
watch, this evening is 
also a great chance to 
enjoy the show. Notice the 
word evening. This is one 
shower you don’t have to 
stay up late to see. Start 
watching first thing at 
nightfall. Be sure to find a 
dark, open, country sky.

This annual meteor 
shower happens when 
Earth in its orbit crosses 
the orbital path of Comet 
21P/Giacobini-Zinner. 
Debris left behind by 
this comet collides with 
the Earth’s upper atmo-
sphere to burn up as 
Draconid meteors. This 
comet has an orbital peri-
od of about 6.6 years.

It’s about six times 
more distant at its farthest 
point from the sun than 
at its nearest point. At 
aphelion – its most distant 
point – it’s farther out 
than the planet Jupiter. 
At perihelion – its closest 
point to the sun – it’s 
about the Earth’s distance 
from the sun.

On rare occasions – 
when the peak of the 
shower coincides with the 
comet’s perihelion – this 
shower has been known 
to rain down hundreds or 
even thousands of mete-
ors in an hour.
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 See Whats Cookin...
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FREE!

RED HOT BUY

Vent Free Gas 
Stove $499.99

while 
supplies
 last

By DENNIS DRISCOLL and 
JOHN M. CLELAND
Special to The Era

Editor’s note: 2020 marks 
the 200th anniversary of Dr. 
Elisha Kent Kane’s birth. 
Dr. Kane was born Feb. 
3, 1820. His brother and 
founder of Kane Borough, 
Gen. Thomas L. Kane, was 
born two years after Dr. 
Kane on Jan. 27, 1822.

It bears a plaque say-
ing it was a memorial 
gift from the Queen of 
England to recognize 
America’s “courtesy and 
loving kindness.”

Known as the 
“Resolute Desk,” it has 
been a fixture in the 

White House for 140 years 
and is still in use in the 
Oval Office.

The story behind the 
Resolute Desk leads 
directly to Dr. Elisha Kent 
Kane, beloved brother 
of General Thomas L. 
Kane, founder of Kane, 
Pennsylvania.

Elisha Kane’s heroic 
efforts in the 1850s to 

locate and rescue Sir 
John Franklin, a famous 
British sea captain and 
Arctic explorer, made him 
a renowned celebrity on 
both sides of the Atlantic. 
Franklin and his crew had 
disappeared in the Arctic 
waters in the 1840s while 
searching for a northwest 
passage.

Kane’s two expeditions 

to the Arctic did not suc-
ceed in finding Franklin, 
but they did lead to the 
alliance between Great 
Britain and the United 
States that is symbolized 
in the Resolute Desk, a 
gift from Queen Victoria 
to President Rutherford B. 
Hayes in 1880.

Although little known 
now, Elisha Kane was a 

major public figure of the 
mid-19th century. When 
he died in 1857, accord-
ing to the Smithsonian 
Institution, his funeral 
procession rivaled that 
of President Abraham 
Lincoln’s eight years later 
in 1865.

It is for Elisha Kane 

Kane’s link to the Oval Office
Resolute Desk 
has origins 
in heroism of 
Elisha Kent 
Kane
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A print of the actual Resolute plaque, which is displayed at the Kane Depot with an exact replica of the 
plaque.
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Maxon and Briella Howard arrange the pumpkins at Howard's Pumpkin Stand 
during the Fall Vendor Event hosted by the VMI (Veterans Memorial Inc.) last 
weekend. The event featured a variety of vendors and a chicken and biscuit 
dinner held by the VFW Auxiliary. Maxon and Briella are the children of Nate and 
Cassie Howard of Port Allegany.

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Mike Armanini, the 
Republican candidate 
vying to represent the 
75th Legislative District 
in the Pennsylvania State 
House of Representatives, 
has been working hard 
to reach his constituents 
during 2020, all while 
balancing communication 
and COVID-19 precau-
tions.

Armanini hopes to 
take over for Rep. Matt 
Gabler, R-DuBois, who 
is not seeking re-election 
this year.

As the election edges 
closer, Armanini’s cam-
paign is going well, he 
explained via email.

“We are continuing 
to move at full sail. I am 
pleased to have received 
endorsements from the 
NRA, PA Pro Life, PA 

Chamber of Business & 
Industry and F.O.A.C.,” 
he said. “In achieving 
these endorsements it 
speaks volume to my 
commitment to the 
protection of the 2nd 
Amendment, Pro Life 
and our economic struc-
ture throughout the 75th 
District.”

Armanini noted that 
the biggest challenge 
to campaigning efforts 
occurred in the spring, 
when Pennsylvania was 
required to come to a halt 
in an effort to slow the 
spread of the coronavirus. 
Since those restrictions 
began to lift, Armanini 
noted he has been able 
to campaign in a normal 
manner, while taking 
precautions provided to 
protect from COVID-19.

Armanini explained 
he is using all possible 
avenues to reach voters, 
including phone calls, 
knocking on doors, adver-
tisements and mailings.

“I have had a tremen-
dous amount of help from 
the GOP headquarters 
located in Clearfield, 
DuBois and St. Marys as 
the people who ‘run the 

Armanini busy 
campaigning in 75th district
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By MIKE WERESCHAGIN
The Caucus

A Jefferson County judge Wednesday dis-
missed a lawsuit filed by state Senate President 
Pro Tempore Joseph Scarnati’s campaign against 
a Spotlight PA reporter as well as The Caucus 
and one of its journalists.

Scarnati’s campaign wanted The Caucus, 
a publication of LNP Media Group, Caucus 
Bureau Chief Brad Bumsted, and Spotlight PA 
reporter Angela Couloumbis to pay its account-
ing firm $5,070 for producing and copying 
public records that documented questionable 
campaign spending by Scarnati. It also wanted 
the trio to pay $1,000 in attorneys’ fees and court 
costs.

But Magisterial District Judge Jacqueline 
Mizerock ruled that Scarnati’s campaign — not 
the journalists — should be on the hook for the 
costs the accounting firm incurred.

“The accounting firm’s cause of action should 
be against Friends of Joe Scarnati,” Mizerock 
said after more than an hour of arguments, ref-
erencing the name of Scarnati’s campaign com-
mittee.

The lawsuit, which Scarnati’s campaign could 
attempt to refile, could pose a chilling effect on 
journalists’ and the public’s access to public 
records. If successful, it could make it easier for 
public officials to charge excessive fees to news 
organizations, their staff, and the public, and 
lead to potentially large court costs if defendants 
contested the fees in litigation.

“This ruling is a victory for the citizens 
of Pennsylvania,” said Tom Murse, editor 
of The Caucus and executive editor of LNP 
| LancasterOnline. “Allowing our govern-
ment representatives to charge thousands of 
dollars for documents that are required by 
Pennsylvania’s campaign finance law to be read-
ily available for inspection would have made 
those documents prohibitively expensive and 
represented a significant blow to transparency.”

The case decided Wednesday involved the 
DuBois accounting firm Clyde, Ferraro & Co., 
which was hired in 2006 to keep the Scarnati 
campaign’s books and to maintain public 
records that state law requires campaigns 
to maintain. The journalists requested those 
records — receipts of payments made by the 
campaign — as part of a year-long investigation 
into how Scarnati and other lawmakers obscure 
their spending.

Over the course of the investigation, the firm 
tried to bill The Caucus thousands of dollars for 
copying costs as well as hourly rates for employ-
ees and partners that ranged from $50 an hour 
to $175 an hour, according to testimony by Lisa 
Zocco. Zocco is both a partner at the firm and 
Scarnati’s campaign treasurer.

As treasurer, Zocco was responsible for mak-
ing the campaign’s payments. As a partner in 
the firm, she was responsible for copying the 

Judge dismisses 
suit by Pa. 

senator’s campaign
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