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ST. ROCCO’S DAY: 
We are taking a step back 
into the past today, with 
an article that ran in the 
centennial edition The Era 
put out when Bradford 
turned 100.

The article begins:
“The festival of St. 

Rocco’s day, abandoned 
more than 30 years, will 
be revived this year 
on the 15th and 16th 
of August as part of 
Bradford’s centennial cel-
ebration.

The festival is a two-
day celebration for the 
Italian-American people 
of the community, who 
have always held the 
saint in high esteem.

The first day, cele-
brated as the Feast of 
Immaculate Conception, 
is a religious holiday in 
which part of the morning 
is spent at Mass and the 
rest of the day is spent 
relaxing at home.

Sort of like the lull 
before the storm.

The second day is the 
actual fete, in which both 
St. Rocco and anything 
Italian-American is cele-
brated:

According to Tony 
Magnella, chairman for 
the 1979 St. Rocco’s Day 
Festival, all varieties of 
Italian foods and refresh-
ments will be available to 
the public, as will music 
and entertainment.

In order to observe the 
Day, the Italian-American 
Progressive Club is clos-
ing off Webster Street and 
setting up a main tent 
where many of the festivi-
ties will be held. An hour-
ly schedule for the day’s 
activities is not known at 
the moment but the day 
may just run without one; 
the Club could play it by 
ear.

On the evening of the 
16th, the traditional fire-
works will be fired off of 
Mount Raub to bring the 
day to a perfect end.

When the festival first 
began in the twenties, 
its chief organizer, Mike 
Rich, conducted and led 
a band around the county 
during the day, stopping 
at numerous houses to 
perform for money. The 
money would be gath-
ered together early in 
the evening to buy the 
fireworks for that night’s 
performance.

Many times the band 
would remain at a house 
after they had been paid, 
performing even hard-
er for the money they 
believed they deserved!”

We will continue this 
visit to the past in tomor-
row’s edition.
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By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

Pennsylvania lawmakers 
are introducing legislation 
again in an effort to deliver 
justice to victims and their 
families in federal death pen-
alty cases.

U.S. Sen. Pat Toomey, 
R-Pa., and U.S. Rep. Fred 
Keller, R-Pa., have introduced 
Eric’s Law — named after 
prison guard Eric Williams, 
who was slain by an inmate 
at U.S. Penitentiary Canaan in 
Wayne County in 2013.

The legislation would per-
mit prosecutors to impanel a 
second jury for sentencing if 

the first jury fails to reach a 
unanimous sentencing deci-
sion.

When Williams was brutal-
ly murdered, his killer, gang 
member Jesse Con-Ui, was 
already serving a sentence 
of life in prison. A federal 
jury found Con-Ui guilty of 
Williams’ murder, but one of 
the 12 jurors did not vote for 
the death penalty. Therefore, 
the killer received essentially 
no additional punishment.

“Officer Eric Williams was 
killed by a violent gang mem-
ber while on-duty,” Toomey 
said. “His murderer’s crime 

Toomey, Keller 
introduce bill for ‘justice 

for murder victims’

US Senate Photographic Studio-John 
Klemmer

TOOMEY KELLER

Justice ...  page A-12

By KATE DAY SAGER
kdsager@bradfordera.com

Back-to-school plans for 
the upcoming school year, and 
results from Keystone tests from 
the previous school year, were 
a couple of the topics of interest 
presented at Monday’s Bradford 
Area School District’s board 
meeting.

Superintendent Katharine 
Pude said the annual Back to 
School Rally will be held from 
10 a.m. to noon Aug. 24 at 
Parkway Field behind Bradford 
Area High School and is open to 
all area children. The event will 
provide a number of services and 
supplies to children.

“We’re hoping to see more 
kids there than we ever have in 
the past,” Pude said.

She also noted that the first 
day of school, slated for Aug. 27, 
will have all students arrive at 
their respective schools at their 
regular time, much like a normal 
school day.

“We’re not going to have the 
sixth grade coming early and the 
ninth grade coming early” as the 
students received guidance and 
help at their new schools during 
summer transition camps, Pude 
said.

In related news, Pude provid-
ed updates on safety issues in 
the school district that included 
busing, the Visitor Management 
System and the Remind 
Communication System.

“In order to enhance school 
security, the district will begin 
utilizing the Raptor Visitor 
Management System,” Pude 
explained. She said every visitor 
who plans to enter a classroom 
in the district will be required to 
present a valid government-is-
sued photo ID. The ID will be 
scanned through the program, 
comparing it to a national sex 
offender database, and will 
then print a visitor badge which 
includes a photo, the name of the 
visitor and the time and date.

“Raptor will also help us to 
keep a current log of all visitors 
in each building and will allow 
us easy access to custody agree-
ments, and will enable us to 
easily identify visitors that could 
pose a danger to students or 
staff.”

Pude said the Remind 
Communications System will 
allow administrators, teachers, 
coaches and visitors to send 
quick messages via text, email, 

Bradford school district 
gearing up for 2019-20 

academic year
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By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

It could have been 
a scene from Dr. 
Frankenstein’s labora-
tory, but it was indeed 
the Bradford Area Public 
Library where brain dis-
section was taking place 
Monday.

It was a family-friend-
ly workshop, the first in 
a three-day series that 
will continue with dis-
section of the eye today 
and finish up with the 
heart on Wednesday. On 
Monday, 10 families filled 
the multi-purpose room 
in the library, with ages 
ranging from infant to 
teenager.

The workshop was 
from ORJames Lab, the 
brand of Orin James, a 
Smethport resident and 
professor of Biology at the 
University of Pittsburgh 
at Bradford.

From 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
on Monday, James made 
learning about the brain 

fun, providing informa-
tion on everything from 
the various parts of the 
brain to the nerves and 
what they control, inter-
spersed with videos to 
illustrate the process of 
a lumbar puncture or to 
inform the audience of 
what happens when the 
corpus callosum is sev-
ered and the two hemi-
spheres of the brain can 
no longer communicate.

This program, along 
with other scheduled 
events throughout the 
summer that included 
yoga, art and next week’s 
scheduled self-defense, 
was intended to provide 
a variety of opportunities 
to families while the stu-
dents are out of school.

“I try to bring in new 
things that have never 
been done before,” said 
Debbie Deane, youth ser-
vices librarian.

James noted that he 
presented a workshop in 

ORJames Lab introduces local families 
to the inner workings of the brain
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Christine Miller and her son Cheyenne, 6, of Olean, N.Y., compare the diagrams 
of the brain provided with the sheep’s brain prior to making a first cut Monday 
during a workshop at the Bradford Area Public Library.Brain ...  page A-12

By CALEB HUNTOON
eracalebh@gmail.com

SMETHPORT — Where else could 
one enjoy rides, witness mounted 
shooting, watch pirates battle and 
enjoy delicious fair foods? — The 
McKean County Fair fits the bill.

The fair in its entirety kicked off 
Monday as people young and old 
flocked to the fairgrounds for the first 
full day of fair week.

The hot weather was music to 
the vendors’ ears, as many in atten-
dance were staying hydrated while 
keeping vendors busy. As the visitors 
started to really pour in later on, so 
did the clouds — making for a more 
enjoyable venture throughout the 
fairgrounds.

Children could be seen looking out 
from atop a ferris wheel, racing down 
a large slide and crashing into each 
other in bumper cars while adults 
could be seen mingling with family 
and friends.

A bengal tiger show seemed to 
attract visitors like a magnet, as spec-
tators were in awe of the abilities of 
the big cats. The tigers would per-
form various tricks and received piec-
es of meat as rewards for completing 
the tasks. After the tigers performed, 
a pirate show took place. During the 
program, pirates sword battled over a 
treasure map atop a high wire while 
performing several stunts in the air.

A parade folled the pirate show as 
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A horseback rider fires a blank into a balloon during one of her mounted shooting trials on 
Monday at the McKean County Fair.

McKean Co. Fair hosts first full day Monday
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