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VOTER TURNOUT 
RECORD: Despite unique 
challenges to voter regis-
tration and voting created 
by COVID-19 and height-
ened concerns about turn-
out as a result, the 2020 
election had the highest 
voter turnout of the 21st 
century.

According to informa-
tion from the US Census 
Bureau, the 2020 elec-
tion featured the largest 
increase in voters between 
two presidential elections 
on record, with 17 million 
more people voting than 
in 2016.

In 2020, 67% of all cit-
izens aged 18 and older 
reported voting, up 5 per-
centage points from 2016.

In addition, 73% of 
all voting-age citizens 
were registered to vote, 2 
percentage points higher 
than in 2016.

The COVID-19 pan-
demic did not prevent 
Americans from register-
ing and voting at relative-
ly high rates. Only 2% of 
citizens 18 and older who 
did not register to vote 
reported not registering 
because of concerns about 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
and only 4% of registered 
nonvoters reported not 
voting due to such con-
cerns.

Many voters used 
alternative voting meth-
ods and there was a large 
shift to early voting and 
voting by mail.

These statistics 
come from new data 
released from the 
Current Population 
Survey’s November 2020 
Voting and Registration 
Supplement. This supple-
ment asked noninstitu-
tionalized civilians about 
their voting and registra-
tion behavior in the 2020 
presidential election.

Due to the nature of 
survey responses, these 
estimates may differ from 
administrative reports 
and estimates from other 
data sources.
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SMETHPORT — 
Officials at McKean 
County Post #2497, 
Veterans of Foreign 
Wars in Smethport, 
have announced that 
traditional Memorial 
Day services will be 
held on May 31.

Leonard Anderson, 
an Army veteran who 
served in Vietnam, will 
be the guest speaker 
at the program to be 
held on the courthouse 
steps following the 
parade that begins at 
10 a. m.

After serving as 
VFW Post #2497 chap-
lain and an 18-stint as 
commander, he is the 
current quartermaster.

He is a 1967 gradu-
ate of Smethport Area 
Junior-Senior High 
School. Anderson was 
in Vietnam from July 
1969 to July 1970 as 
a combat medic with 
a reconnaissance pla-
toon.

His military awards 
include Vietnam 
Service Medal, 
Vietnam Campaign 
Medal, National 
Defense Service Medal, 
Army Commendation 
Medal with V Device 
and Combat Medic 
Badge.

Anderson has 
been a member of the 
VFW Post #2497 and 
Smethport American 
Legion Bucktail Post 
#138 for approximately 
40 years.

Pastor Max Simms 
will offer the invoca-
tion and benediction 
at the courthouse pro-
gram. The Smethport 
Area Junior-Senior 
High School Band will 
offer several selections.

Officers for the exer-
cises will be Brandon 
Jenkins, president of 
the day; Bob Funk, 
officer of the day, 
and “Bud” Abbey, in 
charge of the color 
guard and memorial 
firing squad.

The day’s program 
begins at 9 a. m. with 
a memorial salute at 
the veterans memorial 
in East Smethport fol-
lowed by similar cere-
monies at 9:30 a. m. at 
the Rosehill Cemetery.

Program attendees 
are asked to observe 
social distancing.

In case of rain, 
the program will 
be moved to the 
Smethport Area Junior-
Senior High School 
auditorium, slated to 
begin at 11 a. m.

Smethport VFW to 
hold Memorial Day 

service this year
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This osprey was spotted building its nest along Interstate 86.
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President Joe Biden, flanked by Vice President Kamala Harris, left, and Speaker 
of the House of Representatives Nancy Pelosi addresses a joint session of 
Congress at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C., on Wednesday, April 28, 2021. 

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

A father-daughter 
team of area natives are 
working on a book and 
plan to include a chapter 
on the Kinzua Bridge. In 
this vein, a survey link 
is circulating on social 
media to help gain insight 
into local perspective on 
the changes at the Kinzua 
Bridge following the 2003 
tornado that struck the 
area.

Katherine Burlingame, 
who was born in Bradford 
and is a doctoral student 
in the Department of 
Human Geography at 
Lund University, Sweden, 
is contributing to a book. 
When contacted via email, 
Katherine Burlingame 
explained, “My research is 
based in landscape geog-
raphy and how the expe-
rience at heritage sites can 
be developed in different 
ways to bring the past to 
life for visitors. I’ve been 
working with Viking Age 
landscapes in Germany 
and Sweden; however, 
I also like to have some 

research connections back 
home.”

Katherine Burlingame 
has previously had work 
printed that focused on 
the Swedish Festival in 
Mount Jewett, which was 
part of another academic 
book.

This is also where her 
survey regarding the 
Kinzua Bridge comes 
into play. A chapter of 
the book will focus on 
the Kinzua Bridge and its 
transformation from utili-
ty to solely tourist appeal 
following the damage by 
a tornado in 2003. This 
chapter will be written 
with the assistance of 
Katherine Burlingame’s 
father, Philip Burlingame, 
who is from Smethport 
and who served as asso-
ciate vice president for 
Student Affairs before 
retiring from Penn State 
University.

“For this book chapter, 
I was invited to contribute 
an example of a landscape 
that had transformed into 
a heritage landscape over 
time,” she explained. “In 
landscape geography, 

a heritage landscape is 
often referred to as a ‘her-
itagescape’ where natural 
and cultural elements of 
the landscape are inter-
twined and the place 
attracts visitors because 
of this connection. This 
is why part of our title is 
‘A Heritagescape in the 
Appalachians,’ and we 
think the Kinzua Bridge 
State Park provides an 
interesting example of a 
landscape that became a 
heritagescape when the 
bridge was damaged by 
the tornado.”

Katherine Burlingame 
continued, explaining 
the fact that a significant 
amount of the research 
materials used for the 
book chapter are public 
documents and newspa-
per articles. However, she 
and her father felt that a 
survey would help them 
understand the opin-
ions of both current and 
former McKean County 
residents in regard to the 
redevelopment of the 
park with the Sky Walk 

Area natives researching for book, 
create survey for local input
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By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

President Joe Biden 
marked his first 100 
days in office by giving 
his first joint address to 
Congress on Wednesday. 
His remarks were met 
with mixed reviews from 
Pennsylvania politicians.

U.S. Sen. Pat Toomey, 
R-Pa., and U.S. Rep. 
Glenn Thompson, R-Pa., 
indicated that Biden is 
focused on a Democratic 
agenda, while U.S. Sen. 
Bob Casey, D-Pa., and 
Gov. Tom Wolf praised 
Biden’s planned improve-
ments.

Casey lauded Biden’s 
response to the pandemic 
and talked about the posi-
tive impact he believes his 
American Jobs Plan will 
have on families.

“In addition to con-
tinuing our work to defeat 
COVID-19, Congress 
has an obligation pass 
the American Jobs Plan 
in order to rebuild our 
roads and bridges, invest 
in high-speed broad-
band for all Americans 
and ensure that seniors, 
individuals with dis-
abilities and workers 
benefit from a historic 
investment in home and 
community-based ser-
vices, especially to help 
the more than 16,000 
Pennsylvanians on wait-
ing lists,” Casey stated.

The legislator said 
Biden’s American 
Families Plan would  

provide economic security 
to families.

“It includes a priority 
that I have worked on 
since I began serving in 
the U.S. Senate- invest-
ments in early learning 
and universal Pre-K,” 
Casey explained. “Early 
learning investments are 
essential to giving chil-
dren a strong, smart start 
to their lives. When a 
child learns more earlier 
in life, they earn more 
later in our workforce.”

In contrast, Toomey 
criticized Biden, say-
ing that the president 
is “stonewalling” 
Republican ideas; how-
ever, Toomey agrees 
with some aspects of 
Biden’s plans, such as the 
need for infrastructure 
improvements.

“At his Inauguration, 
President Biden called 
for national unity while 
stressing that he would 
be a president for all 
Americans — not just 
those who supported him. 
To date, these words have 
rung hollow,” he said. 
“The Biden White House 
has focused most of its 
energy on forcing through 
aspects of the left-wing 
wish list, either by exec-
utive order or partisan 
legislation, while stone-
walling most Republican 
ideas and input.”

Toomey said that 
Wednesday night’s 
“announcement of a new, 

Pa. politicians have mixed 
views on Biden’s 1st 100 days
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