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FIRE: When we left off, 

fire was racing through a 
city block on Main Street 
of Bradford in June of 
1896.

“People occupying 
(the Hatch variety store 
building) and the adjoin-
ing structures realized 
that they were going to 
lose their homes and 
made an effort to retrieve 
such of their possessions 
as were movable. In this 
work but little progress 
was made, however, and 
the chief trouble was 
that articles could not be 
carried quickly across the 
torn-up street.”

Railway builders were 
in the process of exca-

vating to place tracks, 
and stones were lining 
the street. The Era story 
told of residents carrying 
items out of the burning 
buildings, but falling over 
the debris in the street 
and dropping their pos-

sessions, many of which 
were stolen by passersby.

“Streams were spray-
ing on the rear portion of 
the burning Whitehead 
building, but as the fire 
had secured a strong 
start, it was not easily 
stopped. The water did 
not have the dampening 
effect that the spectators 
had hoped to see.”

The fire consumed a 
block of buildings that 
night. Also burned were 
the Zook building, Bay 
State Hotel, Nick Asselto’s 
Little Casino cigar store, 
McCourt’s restaurant, the 
Tammaro building and 
the Sondheim building.

“At 11 o’clock the front 
and side of the Sondheim 
building wavered and 
crashed into the burning 
ruins of the structure 
and an immense mass 
of sparks and burning 
embers was wafted high 
in the air as a sort of 
farewell demonstration 
of the fiery element. Its 
night’s work had been 
accomplished and noth-

ing remained now for the 
fire to do but to finish its 
destruction of the build-

ings already within the 
path of ruin.”

The fire stretched 
from 62 Main St. to 
approximately 74 Main 
St., destroying a grocery, 
photo gallery, merchant 
tailor, a wallpaper store, 
the Bay State Hotel, 
Little Casino cigar store, 
Half Dime restaurant, 
Tammaro & Co. con-
fectionary and G.W. 
Spangler meat market.

In the following days, 
city officials voted to add 
fire police to the emergen-

cy ranks.
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Tom Frair, a hobby beekeeper from Bradford, collects a feral bee colony Wednesday from an old shed on 
property in Bradford Township.
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GALETON — The 
former treasurer of 
the Genesee Fire and 
Ambulance Department 
is in jail for allegedly 
embezzling more than 
$93,000 from the volun-
teer fire department over 
a year’s time.

Scott Andrew Luce, 35, 
of 345 Main St., Genesee, 
is charged with a total 
of 128 counts relating to 
theft of money.

According to state 
police, Luce had been 
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Pennsylvania’s economy is 
booming. Or is it?

A report released earlier this 
month by economists with Penn 
State’s College of Agricultural 
Sciences said yes — and no.

“It’s a tale of two 
Pennsylvanias,” said Ted Fuller, 
development economist in the 
Department of Agricultural 
Economics, Sociology and 
Education. “Your part of 
Pennsylvania is not doing too 
well.”

Fuller is co-author of the 
report, which was released by 
Penn State’s Center for Economic 
and Community Development 
and was titled “Pennsylvania: 
Bust to Boom? Great Recession to 
Recovery & Beyond.”

Economic growth is taking 
place around the larger cities in 
Pennsylvania, Fuller said, like 
Pittsburgh and Philadelphia. 
Smaller, rural areas are “in 
chronic decline in population 
and employment.”

There are pockets of prosper-
ity in communities with dedicat-
ed employers, he acknowledged, 

like the Bradford area with 
Zippo Manufacturing Co. and 
American Refining Group, to 
name a few.

“If you’re lucky enough 
to have a company that has a 
demand for their product, you’re 
OK,” Fuller said. “It boils down 
to two Pennsylvanias, the really 
booming southeast and the cen-
tral part not doing too bad, and 
the west outside of two or three 
counties around Pittsburgh, the 
rest of Pennsylvania is really 
in continuous decline, employ-
ment-wise.”

Fuller said, “What is happen-

ing all through the eastern half 
of the country, it is emptying out 
of the interior and everything is 
moving to big cities and to the 
coast. The big picture is not too 
encouraging for the interior in 
especially smaller centers in rural 
parts of the state.”

Statewide, the report found 
that the jobs that are on the rise 
are traditionally lower-wage 
occupations.

“The largest growth was in 
low-wage industries statewide 
and the greatest losses were in 

Is Pennsylvania booming?
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When Rev. Bob Brest began 
his ministry at Bradford First 
Free Methodist church back in 
1978, he and his wife, Phyllis, 
were well aware that the average 
length of stay for a pastor in that 
faith was eight years.

Brest not only passed up the 
average length of stay at the 18 
Boylston St. church, but sur-
passed it more than five times 
over.

On June 30, Brest will deliver 
his last sermon to his church 
congregation as he and his wife 
plan to retire and make their 
new home in the Erie area. To 
celebrate their years at First Free 
Methodist, the couple is inviting 

the community to attend a retire-
ment/farewell reception from 3 
to 5 p.m. Sunday at the church.

A native of Sharon, Brest 
received a call to the ministry as 
a young man and served on the 
Conference Board of Christian 
Education as a layman. While 
serving on the conference board, 
he was advised by a pastor to 
enter the ministry. He complied 
by attending Robert Wesleyan 
College in 1958 and 1959, and 
Youngstown State University in 
1960 and 1961. In July of 1961, he 
also married his wife, who was 
from Farrell. The couple met on a 
blind date.

He began serving as a lay 
pastor at First Free Methodist 
Church in Lock Haven in 1972. 
In 1978, he accepted a post at 

Bradford First Free Methodist, 
later becoming an elder at the 
church.

Brest said their four children 

The Upper Allegheny Health 
System board of directors recent-
ly elected three new board mem-
bers.

Daniel DeRose, Douglas 
Pisano, Ph.D., and Paul Ridley 
will each serve full three-year 
terms.

UAHS is the parent organi-
zation of Olean (N.Y.) General 
Hospital and Bradford Regional 
Medical Center, affiliates of 
Kaleida Health.

DeRose, president, Mazza 
Mechanical Services Inc., grad-
uated from St. John Fischer 
College and has served in his 
current role at Mazza since 
1993. He is the Olean Business 
Development Corp. board chair-

man; a member 
of the Builders 
Exchange of 
the Southern 
Tier leadership 
team; Bartlett 
Country Club 
executive com-
mittee; YMCA 
of the Twin Tiers 

executive committee and past 
board chairman; and National 
Contractors Insurance LTD exec-
utive committee secretary.

Pisano is founding dean, 
School of Health Professions 
at St. Bonaventure University. 
His 30-year career in higher 
education comprises numerous 
leadership positions including 

establishing a 
new school of 
pharmacy in 
Worcester, Mass., 
and Manchester, 
N.H.; providing 
academic lead-
ership in profes-

sor, dean, provost 
and vice president 

roles; developing and main-
taining large academic budgets; 
leading strategic organizational 
reorganization and restructuring; 
leading professional accredita-
tion and assessment; and fund-
raising. He earned a bachelor’s 
degree from the Massachusetts 
College of Pharmacy and Health 
Sciences, a master’s degree in 

public affairs 
from the 
University of 
Massachusetts 
and a Ph.D. 
in health 
policy from 
Northeastern 

University.
Ridley is a 

graduate of Grove City College 
and has enjoyed a 30-year career 
at Sundahl and Co. Insurance 
in Bradford where he currently 
serves as vice president. He is 
vice chairman of the Bradford 
Hospital Foundation board 
and a member of the Bradford 
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After 41 years, 
Rev. Brest finally ready 
to hang up his collar
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Rev. Bob Brest, who will retire later this month from a 41-year 
career at Bradford First Free Methodist Church, is shown at the 
Boylston Street church with his wife, Phyllis.
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