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ELIOT NESS: So, how 
did a nationally renowned 
investigator of organized 
crime in Chicago end up 
in Coudersport?

It’s probably a ques-
tion on many minds right 
now as the town gears 
up for its second annual 
Eliot Ness Fest, set to hap-
pen this Friday through 
Sunday.

Paul Heimel, Ness 
biographer and festi-
val committee member, 
passed along a write-up 
that explains just that.

“Eliot Ness was nearly 
destitute when a busi-
ness opportunity that 
proved to be too good 
to be true lured him to 
the Potter County seat 
in 1956,” the write-up 
stated.

Ness had made a 
name for himself in the 
1920s and early 1930s 
as the investigator who, 
along with his band 
of law enforcement 
agents known as the 
Untouchables, stopped 
gangster Al Capone and 
his criminal network that 
had taken over Chicago.

Cleveland-based North 
Ridge Industrial Corp. 
brought Ness on board 
to promote its product, a 
formula for watermark-
ing personal checks and 
other documents that 
“was hailed as a solution 
to the serious forgery and 
counterfeiting problems 
that plagued the business 
world.”

But the company and 
its product had problems.

“Financial despera-
tion forced the compa-
ny to relocate from its 
plush office complex 
in Cleveland to a small 
production plant and 
two satellite offices in 
Coudersport.”

“Eliot, his wife 
Elisabeth, and their 
11-year-old son Robert 
moved into a home on 
Third Street, which still 
stands today behind 
Northwest Savings 
Bank.”

The Nesses were 
quickly accepted into the 
community, and “Eliot 
enjoyed small-town liv-
ing.”

However, “North 
Ridge was doomed,” and 
Ness’s health declined as 
he faced financial hard-
ship.

During this time, Ness 
was working with writer 
Oscar Fraley on a book 
of his law enforcement 
work in Chicago. While 
Ness was disappointed 
with the embellishments 
in the book — “The 
Untouchables” — “he 
signed off on them due to 
his financial desperation.”
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Hoof it through over 15 obstacles throughout Callahan Park, which include a tire

drag, army crawl, hurdles, log carry, slip-n-slide and more! Bring the whole family!

$25  |  9 A.M.  |  Callahan Park  |  Bradford, PA

One Day. Two Great Events!

Mark your calendars for

July 20th

T-shirts included
with registration!

Join us for a 2-mile
obstacle course  bound toget you wet and dirty!

 4 P.M. - 10 P.M.  

  Masonic Center  |  Bradford, PA
Get your tickets now!

For more information, visit

 www.ywcabradford.org

Follow our "Swig & Swine" event page
for exciting news and updates.

By KATE DAY SAGER 
kdsager@bradfordera.com

For the second year in a row, area 
residents will participate in the Chasin’ 
Bacon Challenge early Saturday, fol-
lowed by the Swig & Swine event later 
that evening all in the name of support-
ing the YWCA Bradford.

In commenting on the events, Angela 
Erway, development and marketing 
director for the YW, said the Chasin’ 
Bacon Challenge at Callahan Park will 
hold registration at 8 a.m. for a fee 
of $25 per person with the challenge 
at 9 a.m. slated for all ages. She said 
anyone under the age of 5 must be 
accommodated by an adult in order to 
experience the obstacle course. Family 
packages are also available.

Erway said comfortable, athletic 
apparel is advised, but participants are 
also advised against wearing new cloth-
ing or sneakers as they can expect to get 
wet and dirty on the obstacle course.

Erway further noted the two-mile 

It’s time to ham it up once 
again to help the YWCA Bradford
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Participants in the 2018 Chasin’ Bacon Challenge enjoy some cool water on a hot July day. Bacon ...  page A-12

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

The Bradford City 
Water Authority is one 
step closer to protecting 
its customers from a 
water crisis like the one 
the Tuna Valley experi-
enced in early 2015.

State Rep. Martin 
Causer, R-Turtlepoint, 
and state Sen. Joe 
Scarnati, R-Brockway, 
announced Wednesday 
that the Bradford City 
Water Authority has been 
awarded an $11.5 million 
low-interest loan to build 
a second transmission 
main between the water 
treatment plant out West 
Corydon Street and 
Reservoir No. 4.

The loan is from 

the Pennsylvania 
Infrastructure Investment 
Authority (PENNVEST).

According to a press 
release from Causer and 
Scarnati, the new 24-inch 
main will be a PVC water-
line about 35,000 feet 
long.

“We’re so excited to 
announce this new proj-
ect,” said Steve Disney, 
water authority executive 
director, noting “We know 
it’s vital for our commu-
nity.”

The solitary transmis-
sion that currently serves 
authority customers is like 
a “single umbilical cord 
to the whole system. Once 
that’s severed, you’ve got 
18,000 customers with no 

Water 
Authority receives 
funding for new 

transmission main
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In the far-below freezing temperature of February 2015, a water transmission 
main for the Bradford City Water Authority ruptured, causing a water emergency 
in the City of Bradford. The authority has received a low-interest loan to build a 
redundant main to prevent a similar crisis in the future.Funding ...  page A-12

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

It’s been a busy summer for construc-
tion projects for the Bradford Sanitary 
Authority.

At Tuesday’s regular meeting, the 
authority board heard updates on the 
work, which includes phase three of the 
wastewater treatment plant rehabilita-
tion and continuing sanitary and storm-
water work in the collection system. 
Executive Director Rick Brocius report-
ed to The Era the meeting’s happenings.

Several tasks were done in prepara-
tion for larger projects.

For one, “In advance of scheduled 
paving work on South Kendall Avenue 
and East Main Street, 11 sanitary man-
holes will be rehabilitated with a spray 
coating to extend the life of the man-
holes,” Brocius said.

Also, “Dye testing has been done on 
Main Street to help property owners 
and local plumbers with identifying 
sewer laterals needing repair as part 
of the streetscape project activities,” he 
said.

Alongside a Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation replace-
ment of the Forman Street bridge, an 
authority crew filled in one abandoned 
sewer manhole and replaced a second 
one.

“As for stormwater work, an old 
buried stormwater manhole was located 
on Rockland Avenue to allow access for 
unplugging a 30-inch storm line from 
Lincoln Avenue,” said Brocius.

Crews cleaned storm lines on Mill, 
Elm and Forman streets and Rockland 
Avenue.

“These lines are then video inspected 
and recorded following the cleaning 
process,” Brocius added.

The authority took on a couple of 
recent projects to deal with drainage 
problems.

In response to localized flooding 
from recent rain, an authority crew 
made a temporary drainage ditch on 
Marion Avenue.

Also, crews from the authority and 
from the city’s Department of Public 

Bradford Sanitary 
Authority hears summer 

project updates
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Bradford Sanitary Authority camera crews and 
Department of Public Works staff located this buried 
storm manhole on Rockland Avenue that was proba-
bly last seen in the 1960s. Crews then installed a new 
top section on this manhole, obtained the GPS loca-
tion for mapping purposes, and will use it to access 
a 30-inch plugged line for cleaning. Authority ...  page A-12


