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TRIPS: With the sun 
shining and the mercu-
ry spiking, now is the 
time to get out and enjoy 
Pennsylvania attractions.

Not everyone has vaca-
tion time saved up, but 
even a free day here and 
there can lead to a fun 
day trip. Pennsylvania 
offers many fun destina-
tions to keep in mind for 
your next adventure.

For a short trip, pack 
family or friends into 
the car and head to the 
Serenity Glass Park in 
Port Allegany. Located 
on Main Street, the park 
is a fun walk through a 
testament to glass block 
manufacturing. The 
artwork created with 
this medium is not to 
be missed. Planters are 
custom made of glass 
and benches and trees 
are constructed of wire, 
allowing visitors of all 
ages to spend a moment 
surrounded by an 
awe-inspiring display of 
creativity.

For a longer drive, the 
Simpler Times Museum 
in Tidioute offers displays 
of cars from 1913 to 1966, 
over 90 gas engines, 85 
gasoline pumps and 90 
tractors, all harkening 
back to the history of 
Warren County’s oil, gas, 
lumber and agricultural 
industries.

Fun and education 
can be had at Knoebels 
Amusement Resort, a fur-
ther trip afield with one-
way travel time roughly 
3.5 hours from McKean 
County. However, the 
amusement park is admis-
sion free and offers rides 
for all ages. There are also 
animal habitats, museums 
and a mini-golf course 
and laser tag — sure to 
entertain everyone in the 
group.

For the more histor-
ically inclined, a trip 
to Gettysburg National 
Military Park at 4.5 hours 
is manageable in a day, 
although this is better 
suited to an overnight 
excursion or weekend 
getaway.

The park offers educa-
tion and entertainment, as 
it provides habitats for a 
number of native animal 
species and still proudly 
displays photos and visu-
al displays to share details 
of the battle with visitors. 
Re-enactments are held 
and audio battlefield 
tours are also an option 
to get a better idea of the 
history of the area.
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Era photo by Wade Aiken

Harley-Davidson enthusiast Dave Geitner tries his hand at riding a 
different kind of mechanical hog, only being thrown off after stay-
ing on for more than 20 seconds. The mechanical pig was just 
one of the activities at the YWCA Bradford’s Swig & Swine, one 
of two pig-themed fundraisers held Saturday for the non-profit 
organization. A Chasin’ Bacon Challenge was held in the morning, 
followed that evening by Swig & Swine. The evening event also 
included a bacon-eating contest, live music, food vendors and 
alcoholic beverages. For more photos from the event, see Page 
A-3.

Era photo by Wade Aiken

Ten-year-olds Adilynn Brown and Rylie Corbett enjoy going 
down the slip and slide, the final obstacle in the Chasin’ Bacon 
Challenge obstacle course. The Saturday morning fundraiser 
for YWCA Bradford was held at Callahan Park and included 
challenges such as hurdles, a tire drag, a log carry an Army 
crawl and more.

Chasin’ Bacon Challenge 
and Swig & Swine

By BARB CLOSE

Temperatures are not 
the only thing rising: so 
has the attendance of the 
Otto Township Old Home 
Days.

“We are very excited 
to kick off the 2019 Otto 
Township Old Home 
Days on July 26, 27 and 
28,” said Mat Coast, 
OHD committee member. 
“We’ve come off of two 
amazing years, both in 
attendance and for weath-
er, and can’t wait to see 
what this years event will 
hold for us.”

Event goers will see 
many of the same attrac-
tions that have become 
staples of Old Home 
Days. They will have a 
variety of music, food, 
games, rides, vendors and 
more. It’s good old-fash-
ioned fun for the whole 
family.

The weekend’s fes-

tivities will kick off at 
4 p.m. Friday with a steak 
bake hosted and held at 
the Otto Township Fire 
Department.

American Amusement 
will have rides for chil-
dren Friday and Saturday. 
Ride wristbands can be 
purchased at the infor-
mation tent. Rides will 
open at 5 p.m. on Friday 
and run till 10 p.m., and 
Saturday they will run 
from noon to 10 p.m.

In addition to food and 
a variety of vendors, visi-
tors to the park on Friday 
will be able to listen to 
local rockers Witch Hazel, 
as they take the stage at 
7 p.m.

Friday’s admission 
to the park has changed 
from previous years. 
Admission will be $2 per 
person for ages 12 and up, 
11 under will be admitted 
free. This is less than the 
$3 per person organizers 

charged in the past.
The car and motorcycle 

show will once again be 
hosted by the nonprof-
it organization Street 
Dreams Car Club and 
will be held on the Otto-
Eldred football field with 
registration beginning at 
9 a.m. Saturday. Gary Hoy 
and the rest of the club 
have brought a record 
number of participants 
in recent years. Those 
interested in the car show 
can call Hoy at 362-3717, 
email GARYKHOY@
gmail.com or join their 
facebook page, where all 
registration forms can be 
found.

Another crowd favor-
ite, the Southern Tier 
Mini Tractors Pullers, 
will return at 1 p.m. on 
Saturday.

There will be a variety 
of treats for attendees, 

Things are about to ‘Heat 
Up’ in Otto Township
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The Otto Park was at maximum capacity for another 
fantastic firework display at the 2018 Otto Township 
Old Home Days. This year’s event begins on Friday 
with the fireworks display set for Saturday night.

By NOAH HURRLE
noahhurrle@gmail.com

COUDERSPORT — The second 
annual Eliot Ness Festival took place 
this past weekend, Friday through 
Sunday, in Coudersport.

Headlining the weekend’s festiv-
ities were three reputable authors, a 
collection of vintage vehicles glossing 
over the downtown area, re-enactments 
of the famous Al Capone trial, three 
separate musical groups performing, a 
parade on Saturday afternoon, and fire-
works on Saturday night.

The purpose of the Eliot Ness 
Festival is to answer questions relat-
ing to Ness’s role in incarcerating Al 
Capone, educating people about mafia 
culture and the mafia’s history with the 
law enforcement in the late 1920s and 
early 1930s, and celebrating the eccen-
tric themes of nearly 100 years ago.

The festival has its own committee, 
the Potter County Historical Society 
Eliot Ness Festival Committee, with 
chairman Paul Heimel, Paul Herzig, 
Renee McClain, Brian Ruane, Jennifer 

Celebrating the Unshakable: Eliot 
Ness Fest comes to Coudersport
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From left, Tom Storey, Jared Empson (as Eliot Ness), Ed Szymanik and Zigmund Reichenbach 
— actors in the re-enactment of the trial of gangster Al Capone — break character to pose for 
a photo. The re-enactment was one of many activities held as part of the second annual Eliot 
Ness Fest Friday through Sunday in Coudersport. See Page A-4 for more pictures. Fest ...  page A-10

Otto ...  page A-10
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Jerry Anderson, center, and Jim DeCasper watch as an excavator digs 
around a broken water main on East Main Street between Oxford Street 
and Penn Avenue. An eight-inch water main broke in the spot Saturday 
afternoon, prompting officials to close East Main Street for approximate-
ly four hours.

Crew 
repairs 
water 
line on 
East Main 
Street

Era photo by Jay 
Bradish

Jerry Anderson 
and Mike Haviland 
use a saw to cut 
thru the broken 
cast iron water 
line.


