
‘Round the 

Square Vol. 144   No. 68  •  43 Main St., Bradford, Pa. 16701  •  Saturday, December 19, 2020  •  www.bradfordera.com  •  $1.50

WINTER PLANT 
MANAGEMENT: 
Depending on the types 
of vegetation present, 
there are a number of 
invasive species man-
agement activities that 
are useful in the winter 
season.

Invasive plants come 
in many forms, and that 
form determines the 
best approach to manage 
them, including the tim-
ing of the control oper-
ation.

There are chemical 
and mechanical treat-
ment options available 
in the winter season. 
Herbaceous plants that 
are not dormant can be 
foliar-treated with herbi-
cide as long as the plants 
are above freezing when 
treated. The full array of 
woody stem treatments 
is available in the winter 
– stump treatment, basal 
bark, and hack-and-squirt. 
Mechanical treatments 
(mowing or cutting) are 
useful against non-suck-
ering woody plants and 
woody vines.

Winter annuals are 
annual species that germi-
nate late in the growing 
season, overwinter, then 
flower early the next sea-
son. The most common 
winter annuals in PA are 
members of the mustard 
family, such as yellow 
rocket (Barbarea vulgar-
is), which is common in 
ag fields and open areas, 
and hairy bittercress 
(Cardamine hirsuta), 
which is becoming more 
common in woodland 
edges.

Any green, non-dor-
mant plant can be treated 
with a foliar application. 
Research conducted at 
Ohio State (Frey et al., 
2007) on garlic mus-
tard (Alliaria petiolata) 
demonstrated that gly-
phosate was effective 
when the air and soil sur-
face temperatures were 
above freezing.

Also, by working in 
above-freezing conditions, 
you avoid contending 
with icing in sprayers. Be 
sure to use surfactant, and 
ideally schedule the appli-
cation for when there is 
a comparatively warm 
spell.

Useful winter oper-
ations on woody plants 
are limited to non-suck-
ering types because 
applying herbicide or 
cutting stems of suck-
ering species does not 
impact the root system 
and results in more stems 
over a wider footprint.

A situation where a 
mechanical-only opera-
tion has value is when a 
stand of exotic shrubs is 
leveled with a forestry 
mower (mastication) to 
facilitate selective man-
agement of the resprouts.
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By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

The impacts of the coronavirus pandemic on 
the region can be seen in nearly every walk of 
life, which is evident in the local job market.

The Pennsylvania Department of Labor and 
Industry Center for Workforce Information and 
Analysis recently released data, per workforce 
investment area, detailing growing industries, 
growing occupations, major job types and more.

The North Central Workforce Investment area 
covers McKean, Elk, Cameron, Potter, Clearfield 
and Jefferson counties.

While the region is perhaps best known for 
manufacturing, that sector has been adversely 
impacted by the pandemic. The data shows that 
medical fields are the current growth areas in the 
region.

From November 2019 to November 2020, the 
general medical and surgical hospitals industry 
showed a volume change of plus 46, the largest 
in the region. The second largest change was for 
home health care services, with change of plus 
16, followed by administration of veterans affairs 
at plus 10.

Under growing occupations, licensed practi-
cal and vocational nurses had a volume change 
of plus 21; laborers, freight, stock and material 
movers saw an increase of 20; nursing assistants, 
plus 17; and home health aides, plus 14.

As for areas with the most available job post-
ings, Bradford and Clearfield were tied with a 
volume change of plus 43, closely followed by 
Coudersport with plus 42. DuBois, however, saw 
the biggest decrease in volume, at minus 64.

The data also showed the top employers with 
job postings in the region, with UPMC leading 
the pack with a volume change of plus 44, fol-
lowed by CNB with plus 39; and Aveanna at plus 
31.

State data 
shows medical 
fields offering 

most local jobs
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Mallard ducks try to swim through slushy ice.

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

On Thursday, at the 
age of 73, former McKean 
County Commissioner Joe 
DeMott, Jr. passed away.

DeMott was a very 
active member of the 
community and held 
numerous political posts 
during this lifetime.

“Joe was very thought-
ful and a good man 
to work with. He did 
have the interests of the 
community and county 
in mind when he was 
commissioner,” McKean 
County Commissioner 
Cliff Lane said. “He was 
definitely involved in 
historic endeavors. That 
was definitely a passion 
of his — and of course, 
basketball.

“The thing I will miss 

most about Joe is Joe’s 
willingness to talk in a 
straightforward manner. 
He had very strong opin-
ions on things, but he also 
had respect for others,” 
Lane added.

In addition to serving 
as county   

Local officials mourn 
former county 
commissioner

DeMott

By CHRISTINE HOLTZ
erachristineh@gmail.com

A recent study by the National 
Restaurant Association found that near-
ly 17% of restaurants have closed across 
the nation, either permanently or long-
term due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
In order to help local restaurants avoid 
the same fate, Bradford native Tara 
Munch created the “Bradford Take-Out 
Bingo” Facebook page.

The page features a graphic of a 
bingo card, listing 24 local restaurants, 
along with a “free space” for the local 
restaurant of one’s choice. Participants 
are asked to take a picture of their 
receipt or food and post them to the 
page as they fill out their cards. Once 
they get a “bingo,” they message the 
page and will be entered in to win a $25 
gift certificate to the restaurant of their 
choice.

Munch said she came up with the 
idea while brainstorming ways that her 
family could help local restaurants stay 
afloat during these tumultuous times.

“We can only do so much, so I was 
trying to figure out a way to get more 
people to be more conscious of support-
ing local restaurants,” she explained.

Due to the fact that not all local 
restaurants could be fit on the bingo 
card, Munch plans to mix them up for 
next time. She is also looking for those 
interested in funding the gift certificate 
for next month.

“I was hoping another family would 
see the page and donate $25 for January 
to promote more people to go out to 
eat,” she said. “It’s a really hard time for 
restaurants and businesses.”

Munch also mentioned the prospect 
of doing a future bingo card for the 
downtown shops.

“I’d like to encourage people to be 
more conscious about spending money 
locally.”

Those interested in donating to 
the effort, can send a message on the 
Bradford Take-Out Facebook page. The 
first drawing will take place on Dec. 30, 
with the next new card starting on Dec. 
31.

In the meantime, Munch encourages 
others to “think outside the box” when 
it comes to supporting local businesses.

“I encourage anybody that has an 

‘Take-Out 
Bingo’ encourages 

citizens to shop local
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The bingo card featured on the 
Bradford Take-Out Bingo Facebook 
page.
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