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Today’s Weather:
Today will bring mostly cloudy skies 
which will gradually clear making room 
for sun-filled skies and a high near 75 
degrees. For tonight’s forecast see A-10.

ELMER: A longtime 
friend of RTS is celebrat-
ing a special birthday this 
week.

Elmer DeLucia will be 
turning 99 on Friday.

His son, Nick, has 
passed along Elmer’s 
address for his Bradford 
friends to send birthday 
cards.

Elmer DeLucia, c/o 
Gino Merli Veterans 
Center, Room 307 South, 
401 Penn Ave., Scranton 
PA 18503.

For anyone who 
doesn’t know Elmer — 
you don’t know what 
you’re missing. He’s a 
decorated World War II 
veteran who Was There. 
He served in the U.S. 
Army in the 81st Mortar 
Battalion. He was in five 
major battles: Normandy, 
Northern France, 
Ardennes (Battle of the 
Bulge), Rhineland and 
Central Europe.

He was honored with 
the Presidential Citation 
for D-Day, three Purple 
Hearts, two Silver Stars, 
five Bronze Stars, five 
Major Battle medals, a 
Chevalier in the Legion 
of Honor in France and a 
Good Conduct medal.

In his many conversa-
tions with The Era over 
the years, Elmer told us 
that he talked about the 
war not to glorify his own 
actions, but to remember 
all those who never came 
home. He’d tell us that 
he remembered being a 
scared kid on June 6, 1944, 
D-Day, while storming 
the beach at Normandy 
to later learn three of his 
best friends did not make 
it.

In October of 1944 in 
France, he was wounded 
in action. In December of 
that same year, he was 
in the Battle of the Bulge 
and always remembered 
the bitter cold.

The morning of 
March 21, 1945, at the 
Wachenheim encamp-
ment, 45 Purple Hearts 
were earned in 10 min-
utes; Elmer was hit by 
machine gun fire, earning 
one of 45.

So take a minute and 
send a birthday card. We 
know he’ll appreciate it.

By MANDY COLOSIMO
era.Mandy.C@gmail.com

The summer has 
been all abuzz about 
what’s going on at all the 
schools in the Bradford 
Area School District, and 
whether the construction 
will be complete in time 
to avoid a delay to the 
start of the school year.

Superintendent 
Katherine Pude said, “all 
schools will open on time. 
There might be a few 
cosmetic issues to work 
on but the contractors 
will work after hours 
or at night to get things 
finished — we will start 
school on Thursday, Aug. 
24, as planned.”

She reminded every-
one about the Big 30 game 
this weekend, Saturday 
Aug. 6.

Pude said, “the area 
should be as excited as I 
am. Everything is going 
great and on schedule…” 
She wanted to reassure 
the community that none 

of the schools have been 
demolished, but that there 
has been a lot of work 
going on over the sum-
mer.

The Bradford Area 
High School has been 
under renovation most 
of the summer and it has 
caused quite a stir. To 
help quell any misinfor-
mation about this week, 
and moving forward, the 
school district encour-
ages area residents to 
continue to watch the 
progress online at www.
bradfordareaschools.
org/news/what_s_new/
b_a_s_d_g_e_s_a_proj-
ect_updates

One major part of the 
renovation happening at 
the high school will occur 
this week and may be 
alarming to residents in 
the vicinity of the school.

“Eight large units 
need to be lifted onto the 
roof and the safest, most 
cost-effective way to do 

No delay to BASD start, 
Pude excited about construction
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On Wednesday, the eight units seen here will be lifted by helicopter and placed 
on the roof of Bradford Area High School as part of a major HVAC upgrade con-
struction project.

By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

The new policeman 
in town is a bit slobbery 
and likes his chew toy, 
but with one spoken 
command from Sgt. Seth 
Shephard, the playful 
puppy behavior of Duke 
gives way to the strong 
and determined counte-
nance of a K-9 ready to 
work.

Bradford City Police 
Chief Mike Ward, 
Shephard and Duke sat 
down with The Era to talk 
about the job and Duke’s 
introduction to the public 
at this evening’s National 
Night Out.

The event is from 5 to 
8 p.m. on Chambers Street 
in Bradford.

The officers cautioned 
that Duke is new to the 
city, and he will be on the 
job today. Therefore, it 
will be a “look but don’t 
touch” event.

“We just got out of 
training on Friday,” 
Shephard said. “We just 
finished our six-week 
training.”

Ward explained 
Shallow Creek Kennels 
in Sharpsville is where 
Duke came from, and 
where Shephard and 
Duke trained. July 15 was 
Duke’s second birthday, 
and the officers said he’s 
mature and has a good 
temperament.

“Right now, every-
where he goes he 
thinks he’s going to 
work,” Shephard said. 
“Everything’s new for 
him. To this point, every 
time he goes in a building 
it’s been training.”

Ward said he’s been 
impressed with how well 
Shephard and Duke have 

Paw patrol
Shephard and 
Duke started 
patrolling 
Monday

Era photo by Daniella Langianese

Sgt. Seth Shephard and K-9 Duke stopped by The Era on their first day on the 
job together Monday.

National Night Out is set for today from 5 to 
8 p.m. on Chambers Street in Bradford.

Among the activities, K-9 Duke and Sgt. Seth 
Shepard will be on-hand for a “look but don’t 
touch” introduction, and some big names have 
volunteered to take a turn in the dunk tank.

From 5 to 6 p.m., School Resource Officer 
Tony Lama will be in the tank.

From 6 to 7 p.m., Bradford Township 
Supervisor Laree Sue Behan will be in the tank.

And at the end of the night, from 7 to 8 p.m., 
Mayor James McDonald will take a turn in the 
tank.

National 
Night Out set 

for todayEra photo 
by Daniella 
Langianese

Another 
vibrant lily 
photographed 
in downtown 
Bradford on 
a sun-filled 
afternoon.
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