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Gambling Awareness 
Month: Drug and 
Alcohol Programs 
(DDAP) Secretary Jen 
Smith was joined in 
Strawberry Square by the 
Pennsylvania Lottery, leg-
islative members, provid-
ers, and community mem-
bers to kick off March 
as National Problem 
Gambling Awareness 
Month.

This year marks 
the 16th anniversary 
of National Problem 
Gambling Awareness 
Month as recognized by 
the National Council on 
Problem Gambling. To 
commemorate, this year’s 
theme is Awareness + 
Action.

The goals of the 
national campaign are to 
increase public awareness 
of problem gambling 
and the availability of 
treatment and recovery 
services, and to encourage 
health care providers to 
screen clients for problem 
gambling.

“We come together 
today to promote aware-
ness of problem gambling 
and highlight community 
resources for individuals 
in need,” said DDAP 
Secretary Jennifer Smith. 
“As legalized gambling 
expands and becomes 
more prevalent around 
the commonwealth, we 
urge individuals and their 
loved ones to recognize 
when a recreational hobby 
becomes a more serious 
problem. “Understanding 
that treatment and 
resources are available 
can help in having con-
versations with loved 
ones in need.”

———
Winery in Cameron 

County: Valentine’s Day 
was the opening day 
for Rich Valley Wines. 
Owned and operated by 
Ryan and Brandi Magaro, 
Rich Valley Wines is locat-
ed at 400 East Allegheny 
Ave. in Emporium.

The winery celebrat-
ed its grand opening 
with live music from 
Bryan Titus Trio. The 
next event scheduled is 
a visit from Comedian 
Dan Viola on April 11. 
In the meantime, the 
winery is open Friday 
and Saturday from 4 to 
9 p.m. and Sunday from 
1 to 6 p.m. Look for the 
winery flag out front.

The Magaros also are 
beekeepers and operate 
Rich Valley Apiary. They 
have a line of products, 
including honey and sev-
eral made with beeswax, 
including lotions, soaps 
and lip balm.
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By ELI STOKOLS 
and NOAH BIERMAN
Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON (TNS) 
— President Donald 
Trump invoked emergen-
cy powers Friday, declar-
ing a national emergency 
over the coronavirus out-
break, which will allow 
more federal aid to flow 
to states and municipal-
ities.

"I am officially declar-
ing a national emergency," 
the president said during 
a news conference in 
the Rose Garden. "No 
resources will be spared, 
nothing whatsoever."

The announcement 
came an hour after House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi par-
tially preempted Trump 
by making a public state-
ment from the Capitol, 

outlining legislation she 
has negotiated largely 
with Treasury Secretary 
Steven T. Mnuchin that, 
she said, would ensure 
that coronavirus testing 
is free for all Americans, 
including the uninsured.

"We can only defeat 
this outbreak if we have 
an accurate determination 
of its scale and scope," 
said Pelosi, D-Calif.

House Democrats 
vowed to vote Friday 
on their legislation or an 
amended version agreed 
to by the White House, 
which has balked at some 
of the elements that go 
beyond providing tempo-
rary relief to those affect-
ed by the coronavirus.

If the House push-
es ahead without clear 
support from the  

Ken Cedeno/Abaca Press/TNS 

U.S. President Donald Trump declares National Emergency as he speaks on 
COVID-19 coronavirus at a news conference with members of the Coronavirus 
Task Force in the Rose Garden of the White House on March 13, in Washington, 
D.C.

Trump declares a national 
emergency over the coronavirus

By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

As of Monday, 
Bradford Regional 
Medical Center and Olean 
(N.Y.) General Hospital 
will not allow visitors.

On Friday, Dr. William 
Mills, senior vice presi-
dent of quality and pro-
fessional affairs at Upper 
Allegheny Health System, 
explained the measure is 
being taken in an abun-
dance of caution as a 
result of COVID 19.

“Our goal is to limit 
as much public access 
as possible to those who 
are already sick,” he 
explained in a conference 
call with the media. There 
will be a few exceptions 
granted, for critical care, 
end-of-life care, pediatric 
and maternity patients.

Both hospitals will 
continue with physical 
therapy, diagnostic testing 
and the like.

“We will be locking 

some of the doors to limit 
our entry points into the 
hospital from 6 p.m. on,” 
Mills said. “That will be 
after the hours of diag-
nostic testing.”

He reiterated that no 
cases of coronavirus have 
been reported locally, and 
said the measures are 
being taken on a precau-
tionary basis.

“If you are hospital-
ized, you will be a little 
lonelier,” Mills said.

Regarding the virus 
itself, Mills gave a brief 
rundown of the symp-
toms — fever, cough, 
shortness of breath, body 
aches — “The symptoms 
are a problem. You could 
just have a cold. You 
could have the flu. What 
we don’t want is people 
either flooding into their 
doctor’s office or emer-
gency rooms. We don’t 
want them to spread it.”

If someone feels 
they might be sick, they 
should call their primary 
care physician to talk it 

through, Mills said. “The 
treatment for this disease 
is the same as others — 
watchful waiting, Tylenol, 
fluids. There is no medi-
cine that fixes this. There 
is no vaccine.”

Should a patient have 
difficulty breathing, that 
is time to visit a doctor or 
emergency room.

Is there a way to be 
tested to see what virus 
one might have?

Mills said at the 
moment, testing is only 
permitted to be done by 
the state departments of 
health.

“Folks can’t walk in 
and demand a test. We 
have to go through the 

health department to get a 
patient tested,” he said.

“We have been work-
ing with the state, the 
feds, local EMS agencies. 
We don’t want people 
with the sniffles calling 
the ambulance thinking 
they will get in quicker,” 

Hospitals barring visitors in response to pandemic
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By JOELLEN WANKEL and
MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER

Gov. Tom Wolf 
announced Friday that 
all K-12 Pennsylvania 
schools will be closed for 
10 business days effective 
Monday.

“We understand that 
these are trying times and 
recognize the impact of 
the coronavirus on our 
students and communi-
ties. First and foremost, 
my top priority as gov-
ernor — and that of our 
education leaders — must 
be to ensure the health 
and safety of our students 
and school communities,” 
Wolf said. “As such, I am 
ordering that all schools 
in the commonwealth 
close for the next two 
weeks.

“Be aware that no 

school district will be 
penalized if it fails to 
meet the 180 day or 
school hours require-
ments.”

Wolf explained that the 
Department of Education 
will work to support 
school districts with 
efforts to put learning 
plans in place that were 
currently in the works. 
Also, eligible schools 
throughout the state will 
be permitted to provide 
meals to “low income 
students in a non-con-
gregate setting, such as a 
drive-through or grab and 
go, during this closure. 
We will also work with 
schools to assist them 
with those plans.”

Following the Bradford 
Area School District 
schedule, CARE’s 

Schools statewide 
close for two-week 

period; banks 
enact preventative 

measures

Schools ...  page A-3

Era photo by Wade Aiken

Ayden Sherwood and Jordan Harrigeo walk "Luna" on the Crook Farm Trail 
Friday.


