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SAVING: We’re into 

January a bit, and won-

dering how those New 

Year’s resolutions are 

going.

Here’s a few tips to 

help with a common one 

— saving money.

Stop collecting, start 

selling — Collecting items 

no longer guarantees a big 

payback at a later date. 

These items lose value as 

they are kept, rather than 

gain. For those who have 

a number of Beanie Babies 

or other fad items, now 

may be the time to sell to 

make any money off of 

these collections.

Turn off the TV: cut 

back on the amount of 

tv that you watch and 

use the time productive-

ly. Also, this can save 

money on the cable bill 

if you cut back on the 

channels you choose to 

pay for regularly.

The 30-day rule: If 

you are considering a 

purchase, wait 30 days to 

determine if you really 

need the item. For those 

who tend to want trend-

ing items, they find that 
after 30 days, the urge to 

possess the newest thing 

has passed.

Write shopping lists 

— and stick to them: One 

way people often over-

spend is by purchasing 

items they see at the store 

but don’t need. Make a 

grocery list or other shop-

ping list at home and only 

purchase items on your 

list once you get to the 

store. This can help you 

stick to your budget.

Choose challenge 

over quantity: Buy video 

games that are a challenge 

to complete — and then 

avoid buying new ones 

until you master the ones 

you already own.

Avoid fast food: eating 

at home means watching 

the budget more close-

ly, stretching a dollar to 

afford more meals since 

you aren’t paying for 

someone else to cook for 

you and also helps you to 

eat healthier because you 

have more control over 

the menu.

Today’s Weather

Cloudy /A-8
Contact The Era at:

Business 
office/814-368-3173

Newsroom/814-362-6531
news@bradfordera.com

Follow us on:

By RUTH BOGDAN
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McKean County win-
ters can be brutal.

That’s why this year, 
for the sixth year in a 
row, the Warm It Forward 
outreach will provide the 
small comfort of warm 
winter accessories for 
anyone who needs them.

Lee Alevy shared 
information on this year’s 
program on behalf of the 
McKean County Housing 
Coalition.

Alevy explained that, 
for all of January — Warm 
It Forward month — 
“neighbors are helping 
neighbors throughout 
the county by hanging 
clotheslines and placing 
hats, gloves, mittens, and 
a resource card on the 
line.”

Past participants have 

included businesses and 
churches, but this year, 
the coalition invites any-
one to hang a clothesline, 
Alevy noted.

The Rev. Rob Klouw, 
co-pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of 
Bradford, talked about the 
program’s beginnings.

“The McKean County 
Housing Coalition start-
ed ‘Warm it Forward’ 
several years ago,” he 
said. “As a group of 
human service, county 
government and faith-
based organizations, they 
care about and advocate 
for affordable housing 
options for all McKean 
County households. Many 
families faced eviction 
and homelessness before 
the pandemic, and a new 
wave of evictions will cre-
ate a potential crisis in the 
coming weeks.”

The program is a 
reminder that homeless-
ness exists in this rural 
area, but, according to 
Klouw, it is also a remind-
er that there is help avail-
able.

“We recognize the 
tremendous pain and 
economic uncertainty that 
the COVID pandemic has 
brought to our communi-
ty,” he said. “We pray that 
the visual of clotheslines 
across McKean County 
not only bring warm 
weather clothes to those 
in need but also a needed 
boost of hope.”

According to Alevy, the 
number of families with-
out safe, secure housing 
may increase this month, 
as a COVID-19-related 
moratorium on evictions 

Warm It Forward underway 
in McKean County
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Clotheslines like this one on West Corydon Street, Bradford City, are filled with 
warm winter accessories like hats and gloves. They can be found around the 
county this month as part of the McKean County Housing Coalition’s Warm It 
Forward outreach.

By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

Two local counties 
have shown some 
improvement in the 
fight against COVID-
19.

The percent pos-
itivity for McKean 
and Potter counties 
improved in the first 
week of January, 
according to the state 
health department. 
However, every coun-
ty in Pennsylvania 
remains in the category 
of substantial risk of 
community spread.

On Monday, 
Gov. Tom Wolf and 
Secretary of Health 
Dr. Rachel Levine said 
the seven-day increase 
in COVID-19 cases 
for Pennsylvania was 
42,322 and the percent 
positivity for the state 
— the percentage of 
people who test posi-
tive for COVID-19 out 
of the number of peo-
ple tested — improved 
to 14.4% for the week 
of Jan. 1 to 7.

“Although I am 
grateful to see our 
statewide percent 
positivity decrease for 
yet another week in a 
row, we still have more 
work to do to keep 
our friends and loved 
ones safe from further 
spread across our com-
munities,” Wolf said. 
“As Pennsylvanians 
travel within their 
communities, I want 
to take the opportunity 
to remind them to stay 
safe by wearing a mask, 
social distancing and 
avoiding gatherings 

of people. If you trav-
el somewhere where 
they are not doing so, 
I encourage you to 
make the right choice 
to leave.”

Locally, McKean 
County’s rate 
decreased from 17.9 
to 16.6 for the first 
week of the new year, 
and Potter County’s 
decreased from 19.7% 
to 16.1%.

The rate increased 
during the same time 
frame for Elk and 
Cameron counties. For 
Elk County, the rate 
went from 14.8% up to 
16.7%, while Cameron 
County’s rate increased 
from 20.7% to 21.7%.

The statewide 
percent-positivity 
went down to 14.4% 
from 15.0% for the 
time frame of Jan. 1 
to 7. Currently, state 
officials noted, every 
county in the state has 
a concerning percent 
positivity above five 
percent. This includes 
14 counties with 
percent positivity at 
or above 20 percent, 
a decrease of seven 
counties from the week 
before.

“We continue to 
report widespread 
community transmis-
sion as COVID-19 
remains a threat in our 
communities,” Levine 
said. “We need to stay 
calm, stay alert, and 
stay safe by wearing a 
mask, avoiding gather-
ings, practicing social 
distancing, answering 
the call when public 
health professionals 
call, and downloading 
the COVID Alert PA 
app.”

State, two local 
counties, see 

improvement in 
COVID-19
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This barn sits along a lane paralleling scenic U.S. Route 6.

By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

Is there a chance 
to change the future 
of Bradford Regional 
Medical Center before 
its parent company, 
Upper Allegheny Health 
Systems, moves more ser-
vices to Olean, N.Y.?

Pennsylvania 
Rep. Martin Causer, 
R-Turtlepoint, and the 
McKean County commis-
sioners certainly hope so. 
And they need the pub-
lic’s help to make their 
voices heard.

“It’s a call to action,” 
Causer said Monday 
night, shortly after he 
and the commissioners 
launched a petition to 
“Save Our Community 
Hospital.”

The petition is in 
response to last week’s 
announcement by UAHS 
that it plans to move all 
acute care and surgical 
services out of BRMC and 
offer the services only in 
Olean General Hospital. 
BRMC would continue 
to operate an emergency 
room, some outpatient 
services and maintain 10 
inpatient beds, all pro-
posed to be done by April 
1.

“Our hospital is being 
bled dry,” Causer told The 
Era. “That’s why we need 
people to get involved.”

The petition, available 
on Causer’s website, 
www.repcauser.com, 
reads that it is calling on 
the hospital board, Upper 
Allegheny and its parent 

company, Kaleida Health, 
to cancel plans to transfer 
all acute care and surgi-
cal services away from 
BRMC.

Causer and the com-
missioners had a Zoom 
meeting with UAHS offi-
cials on Friday. Causer 
said that while the offi-
cials listened, “they were 
continually justifying 
their actions.”

Representatives from 
UAHS did not immedi-
ately reply to a request 
for comment sent late 
Monday.

In a statement last 
week, hospital officials 
said while some services 
from Bradford will be 
moving to Olean, the 
reverse is also true, as 
sleep and occupational 
health services have been 
moved to Bradford.

“I spoke with them 
about enhancing health 
care in McKean County,” 
Causer explained. “They 
talk about enhancing it in 
the region. To them, that’s 
Olean. It’s Bradford giv-
ing and Olean taking.”

Tom Kreiner, chair of 
the McKean County com-
missioners, said he asked 
specifically if there was 
a chance to forestall the 
changes. “The answer was 
pretty much no,” he said.

“I get it, it’s a tough 
situation, but I think they 
have to listen to what’s 
going on. This hospital is 
vital to our community,” 
Kreiner said.

Causer said he believes 

Petition launched in 

effort to save BRMC’s services
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Bradford Regional Medical Center is facing cuts to services, and McKean County 
officials are urging local residents to “save our community hospital,” as a peti-
tion available online is called.
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