
BOOK NOW! BEGINNING NOVEMBER 15

2 DAILY FLIGHTS TO PITTSBURGH &  
2 DAILY FLIGHTS TO WASHINGTON DULLES

Featuring seamless Ticketing and Baggage Transfers to 

United, American, and Alaska Airlines

1 (800) 329-0485

‘Round the ‘Round the 

SquareSquare
Vol. 145   No. 237  •  43 Main St., Bradford, Pa. 16701  •  Monday, July 11, 2022  •  www.bradfordera.com  •  $1.50

Contact The Era at:
Business 

office/814-368-3173
Newsroom/814-362-6531
news@bradfordera.com

Today’s Weather:
Today’s skies will be filled with sun-

shine and strong winds, with gusts as 
high as 22 mph, and a high near 85 
degrees. For tonight’s forecast see 
A-8.

MMM…DOH’NUTS. 
Oh, those beautiful pas-
tries, the ones with the 
hole in the middle, what 
a treat. And, for Homer 
Simpson— even after a 
nightmare involving him 
being sentenced to death 
for eating too many, on 
the Planet of Doughnuts 
— they are a favorite 
food. He woke up and 
went to eat doughnuts, in 
case you were wonder-
ing, muttering “MMM…
Donuts.”

Why do we care? Well, 
because this week is 
now considered world-
wide Donut Week. It 
was a national holi-
day in the UK, but is 
applicable around the 
world now, according to 
NationalToday.com

Fun fact: Did you 
know that the first donuts 
did not have a hole in the 
center? Nope. There are 
two who claim the inven-
tion of the hole. First, the 
Pennsylvania Dutch start-
ed poking holes in their 
pastries to allow for more 
even frying. A sailor from 
Maine, around the same 
time (mid-1800s), did 
the same to his mother’s 
doughnuts.

According to a plaque 
in Rockport, Maine, 
Hanson Gregory will 
forever be remembered 
for his contribution of, 
well, a hole, and to some, 
the plaque suggests that 
in America fame comes 
from inventing nothing.

Rewind, or is it now 
Fast forward, anyway, 
Krispy Kreme, home 
of the warm and gooey 
glazed doughnut, released 
a real-life version of 
Homer Simpson’s enor-
mous pink-iced-with-
sprinkles-donut a few 
years ago. We guess after 
hearing the cartoon char-
acter murmur, “MMM, 
donuts,” enough times 
(over 100 from what we 
read), it was bound to 
happen. Unfortunately, 
these were only available 
in Australia, “D’oh!”

Though, there are 
plenty of do-it-yourself 
recipes to help guide 
bakers who want to cre-
ate their own, MMM…
Donuts.

The Bradford YMCA will host the 
5th Annual Bradford YMCA Corporate 
Challenge at 5 p.m, Thursday, September 
22. The event will begin at Bradford’s 
Callahan Park Pavilion.

Senior Director Emily Rhoades states, 
“The event aims to enrich the lives of 
our community members, promote a 
healthier workforce, and encourage team 
building in a fun social event for all.”

The Corporate Challenge is an annual 
event featuring a 5K run and two-mile 
walk designed to promote employee 
wellness and team spirit. The focus is to 
build morale, camaraderie and commu-
nity for employees of some of the major 
employers and small businesses in the 
Bradford community.

There are three registration types 
available: corporate team, which requires 
a minimum of five participants from 
the same company; community team, 
minimum of five participants; or an 

YMCA to Host 5th Annual 
Corporate Challenge
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A group is ready to take off from the parking lot of Callahan Park for the Bradford YMCA 
Corporate Challenge. This year’s event will be held Thursday, Sept. 22 — start gathering 
coworkers now.YMCA ...  page A-8

By SALLY COSTIK 
Bradford Landmark Society

One of the most noto-
rious men ever found 
in the oil region during 
the 1860s and 1870s, 
Ben Hogan is an icon of 
those early wild days 
of the oil excitement: a 
pugilist, gambler, robber, 
sailor, blockade runner 
during the Civil War, a 
spy for both the Union 
and Confederate sides, a 
bounty jumper, bartender, 
confidence man, brothel 
owner, and scam artist 
among other distasteful 
attributes.

He was known in the 
oil towns of Titusville, 
Babylon, Pithole, 
Petroleum Center, and 
finally Tarport itself 
where in 1877-1878 he ran 
“Hogan’s Ranch” along 

the Tuna Creek, located 
just off present-day North 
Kendall Avenue.

He was “the king 
of illicit liquor traffic, 
the prince of white sla-
vers, a bold, bad man 
in almost every way.” 
Hogan himself proudly 
titled his autobiography 
“The Wickedest Man in 
the World” but polite 
reporters called him “The 
Gentleman from Hell.” 
The Bradford Era, which 
mounted a tirade against 
his wicked ways during 
his stay in Tarport, simply 
called him “The Thing.”

Hogan, whose real 
name was Benedict 
Hagan, was born in 
1841 in Wurttemberg, 
Germany. The family 
immigrated to New York 
City in 1852 and lived 
on the lower east side of 

Manhattan. Upon arrival 
in the city, his father had 
been scammed out of all 
his hard-saved money by 
a NYC shyster; Ben and 
another boy decided to 
get back the money and 
beat the man to death 
with a satchel filled with 
bricks, taking a key from 
the man’s pocket and 
sneaking into his store, 
where Ben retrieved his 
father’s money. It was 
the beginning of a life of 
violence, immorality, and 
crime.

The family soon moved 
to Syracuse, N.Y., where 
he began robbing wealthy 
houses. He also spent 
time in reform school, and 
at age 15 he ran away and 
got a job as a cabin boy 
on a schooner. Two years 
later, on shore leave, Ben 

By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

Throw an ax, check 
out a Viking ship, explore 
the culinary offerings of 
a smorgasbord — all in 
Mount Jewett next month 
as the Swedish Festival 
returns from Friday to 
Sunday, Aug. 12 to 14.

This year’s theme 
is “Swedish Roots — 
American Grown.”

“The Swedish Festival 
committee has been hard 
at work over the past year 
with fundraising efforts 
and securing entertain-
ment acts — both old 
and new — for the 2022 
Mount Jewett Swedish 
Festival,” said Leslie 

Davis, chair. The commit-
tee has 19 active mem-
bers, and lots of other 
people who help out.

“Our local Boy Scout 
Troop #410 puts the 
Swedish and American 
flags up along Main Street 
every morning and takes 
them down each night,” 
Davis said. “In addition 
to the food booth they run 
on Center Street all week-
end, these boys set up 
the area with chairs and 
tables for people to enjoy 
the entertainment acts 
and put them away at the 
end of the festival.”

As for this year’s fes-
tival, there will be some 
of the old favorites and 
some new offerings as 
well.

Mount Jewett Swedish 
Festival on tap next month
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Miss McKean 
County Fair 
Queen and candi-
dates will partic-
ipate in a talent 
showcase from 1 
to 2:30 p.m. Aug. 
13 at the Mount 
Jewett Swedish 
Festival. From left 
are Miss McKean 
County Jenny 
Crowley, Miss 
Bradford Kailee 
Peterson, Miss 
Smethport Faith 
Miller, Miss Port 
Allegany Chloe 
Cramer, Miss 
Kane Brooklyn 
Ribble and Miss 
Otto-Eldred Sarah 
Beaver.
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Remarkably bad: Ben Hogan, The 
Wickedest Man in the World
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